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ExLections. We have not received official re- 
turns of the recent congressional elections, but the 
following summary will be found nearly correct: 


In North Carolina,seven whige and six friends 
of the administration have been elected. In Ken- 
tucky, eleven whigs and two friends of the admi- 
nistration. In Indtana, two whigs, four friends of 
the administration, and one, (Mr. Wick), whose 
josition is not satisfactorily ‘‘defined.”” In Tennes- 
see, seven Whigs and six friends of the administra- 
tion. From Alabuma we have news from only three 
of the districts, which states that two whigs and one 
friend of the administration have been elected. 


Mr. Polk has, no doubt, been elected governor of 
Tennessee by a handsome majority; and it is believ- 
ed that a majority of the delegates elect are friends 
of the administration. 


The result isa decided whig loss—the particu- 
lars of which will be given in our next. 


GoLtp CorInAGE. Statement of the coinage at 
the several branch mints during the half year end- 


ing on the 30th of June last: [ Globe. 
GOLD.* 

Half eagles. Qr. eagles. Value dolls. Total. 
Charlotte, 7,210 10,760 62,950 00 62,950 00 
Dahlonega,6,573 13,673  67,04750 —_ 67,047 50 

SILVER. 
Half Dimes Half Value 
dimes. dolllar. dollars. 


N. Orl’ns, 800,000 731,600 220,000 223,160 223,160 00 





$353,157 50 


THE CHEROKEE TROUBLES. We have seen a 
letter, hastily written, from the Cherokee nation, 
(west of Arkansas), on the 24th of June. The in- 
formation it gives is to be relied on, and is the first 
unquestionable intelligence that has come to hand. 
It confirms the report of the destruction of the two 
Ridges and Boudinot, but gives no particulars of the 
immediate cause. From certain expressions in the 
letter, we should infer that their death was resolved 


' upon ina general assembly, which Mr. Ross strove 


to curb, but could not; for the writer speaks of the 
restraints attempted in vain to be imposed by “the 
moderation of Mr. Ross.” 

The succession of events, as stated in the letter, 
was as follows: 

A general council of the representatives and peo- 
ple of the Eastern and Western Cherokees* was 
convened for the purpose of forming a union of the 


_ two nations, and of remodelling their government. 


It closed on Friday, the 21st of June, without effect- 


» ing the objects for which it was convened. The 
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people, however, who formed 4a braach of the gene- 
ral council, expressed their sentiments on the sub- 
ject. They resolved that the interests of the nation 
required such a union to be speedily effected, and 


called a national convention to take the subject into 
consideration at an early day. 


On Saturday, June 22d, major Ridge, John Ridge 


; and Elias Boudinot, were killed. 


: wae Since are called the Western Cherokees; those 


: 


On Sunday, June 23d, news spread among the 
people that Bell, one of the Ridge party, was collect- 
ing a company to kill John Rossand Edward Gunter. 
At an hour’s notice a large band assembled at the 
point whence our informant writes, and started at 
full speed to guard Mr. Ross; and from a few miles 


below another company went, in like haste, to 
guard Mr. Gunter. oe : 


On Monday, June 24th, a person who passed the 
ouse of Mr. Ross reported that he was safe, and 
strongly guarded. 

“For the sake of humanity,” says the very intel- 
gent gentleman from whose letter, written on the 
Spot, we derive our information, “it is to be hoped 

¢ matter will stop here; for there can be no doubt 
that, should Mr. Ross or Mr. Gunter be killed, the 
Popular fury will burst all the restraints imposed by 

a moderation of Mr. Ross, and nothing short of 
; © utter extermination of the treaty men will satis- 
y them.” 

The convention for the union of the Eastern and 

} ray Cherokees was to have met on Monday, 

uly Ist. [New York Journal of Commerce. 
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From GuATEMALA OR CENTRAL AMERICA 
From the New York Journal of Commerce. Our 
readers are aware that, some months since, the 
states of Honduras, Nicaragua and Costa Rica, each 
declared itself independent of the general govern- 
ment, at the head of which is president Morazan. 
Honduras and Nicaragua raised an army of 1,600 
men, and invaded the province of San Salvador. 
On the 6th of April president Morazan, with 1,200 
men, gave them battle, and defeated them with the 
loss of about 400 men. In consequence of this 
battle, the nullifiers abated their pretensions, and 
there was some hope of the restoration of peace 
without further bloodshed. The government of 
Guatemala has addressed a circular to the other 
states, inviting them to a general convention for the 

urpose of adopting a new constitution, dnd effect- 
ing the desired reforms ina pacific manner. El 
Tiempo, of Guatemala, says, under date of May 
24th, «‘The election of deputies for several dis- 
tricts has taken place without any great commo- 
tion or loss of lives, so generally attended on such 
occasions.” The latest intelligence, which we find 
in the Blize Advertiser of the 13th ult. is as follows: 

Central America. The last papers, dated 50th 
May, received from that place, inform us that gen. 
Morazan was at the head of the feceral army,a 
well disciplined and ‘full of fight’? body of men. 

Gen. Ferrera, of the allied pacificator army, was 
in San Miguel on the 21st May, reorganizing the 
troops under his command, to commence operations, 
as he says, ‘against the enemies of the sovereign- 
ty and independence of the states who keep San 
Salvador under the inmost shameful slavery.” 

As is usual with this unfortunate people, bulle- 
tins and proclamations are being daily issued, ex- 
pressive of the utmost brotherly and loving kind- 
ness towards one another whilst meditating the 
the most sanguinary butchery. 

Mexico. Advices from the city of Mexico to 
the 8th, and Vera Cruz to the 13th of July, have 
been received at New Orleans. The report that 
gen. Bravo had superseded Santa Ana in the presi- 
dency ad interim of that republic, turns out a hoax. 
General Bustamente was daily expected in the 
capital, having quelled for the present, the most 
formidable enemies of the internal peace of his 
country. He had been received with every demon- 
stration of joy and respect, inall the populous places 
through which he had passed. 

Our minister, Mr. Ellis, was received with all 
the honors that could be shown him at Vera Cruz.— 
A military escort was sent to conduct him to Mexi- 
co, and the public authorities seemed anxious to 
make every possible demonstration of respect to- 
wards him. 

The Mexican congress had refused to concur with 
Santa Anain his hostile measures towards Texas 
recommended by him, and the latter had retired to 
his country seat. 

From the New Orleans Builetin. 

By the schooner Eelipse, capt. Delaville, which 
arrived here yesterday, we have received our files 
of papers and letters from the city of Mexico to the 
8th, and from Vera Cruz to the 13th inst. inclusive. 
Santa Ana was still the president ad interim, and 
though in a precarious state of health exercising the 
functions of his office with increasing applause and 
success. At the date of our correspondents letter, 
Bustamente was momentarily expected in the capi- 
tal. The expedition to Tampico being crowned 
with such enlire success, his return was every 
where greeted with the most enthusiastic demon- 
strations of affection and regard. According to the 
Diario del Gobierno, Santa Ana and he are to effect 
the most salutary reforin in the constitution,—to do 
away with the cause of the late disastrous disaffec- 
tion, conciliate all parties, and to crown the whole 
with reconquering the “ungrateful colony.” For 
accomplishing this great undertaking, the executive 
is to be empowered to raise the necessary means. 

All the federalists who gave themselves up to the 
disposal of the government are to retire to their 
(apps. and never to reside ina city, or near a fortifi- 
catron under pain of death. 

Urrea was sentenced by Santa Ana to be banish- 
ed for six years, but a perverse man of “French de- 
scent,” who had him in charge, allowing him too 
much parole of honor, the quondam generallissimo, 
while on his way to Vera Craz for embarkation, 








made his escape at Perote on the 30th ult. and has 
not been heard of since. 

Lemes was chased out of Monterry by Canalizo: 
he and his brother fled to Monclavo. According to 
the papers in our possession, the career of this ge- 
neral is of late marked by much barbarity. 

In several states in the interior, the small pox is 
raging with great violence. 

Throughout the whole republic, the censorship 
of the press is maintained with the greatest rigor, 
but the foreign merchants resident in Vera Cruz 
have been allowed, and are about establishing a 
splendid exchange or reading room in that city, on 
the European plan. 

Extract from the correspondence of the Louisianian. 

No news in the interior, St. Ana is expected 
shortly in his hacienda de nanga del clavo. Busta- 
mente should be on his way to Mexico to take the 
reins of government. 

Two hundred thousand dollars of the second in- 
stalment are on the way from Mexico to Vera Cruz. 
The Mexicans give this the greatest punctuality.— 
Lig money will arrive only a few days after being 

ue. 

Commercial affairs have a good appearance.— 
There has not been as yet any arrivals from Europe, 
and the want of goods is immense. 

General Urrea is to go to Europe. 

Froripa. Setzure of Indians. Extract of a 
letter, received this morning from lieut. W. K. Han- 
son, of the 7th infantry, U.S.A. dated Savannah, 
August 11, 1839. 

«“T am now on a U. States steamboat at Savannah, 
having in charge forty-six Seminoles, prisoners of 
war, who were captured by me, at Fort Mellon, last 
week. Letme give you the particulars: On the 
3ist July, I received intelligence at Fort Mellon of 
the massacre of the dragoons on the Caloosahatchie. 
The Indians, you probably know, have been visiting 
me at Fort Mellon, during the summer, and a consi- 
derable number were in the fort at the time when the 
news reached me. I carelully concéaled from them 
the intelligence which I had received, and continued 
giving them provisions as before. They showed, 
however, some little distrust, and did not visit me 
again fortwo days. On the afternoon of the 3d 
August, forty-five of then came to the fort to re- 
ceive rations. They looked cautiously about the 
fort, and finding nothing suspicious, sat themselves 
down at my door in their usual fashion. The sol- 
iliers loitered about the garrison with an attitude of 
carelessness, and there were no signs save the most 
pacific. Presently, I discharged a pistol, as if by 
accident. That was the signal! The gates of the 
fort were closed as if by magic, and the Indians in 
aimoment surrounded by the troops. The Semi- 
noles made a start to escape, and two of their men 
broke through the circle of soldiers. They both 
dropped dead beneath a heavy discharge of musket- 
ry, which cutthem in pieces. The remainder of 
the Indians then quietly surrendered. 

‘None of my men were injured. Two of the In- 
dians were killed, as I have mentioned, and the 
others were unharmed. The steamboat came up 
two days after, much to my relief, as my force was 
so very small that had I been attacked from the out- 
side, self-preservation would have coimpelled me to 
execute the men prisoners. The arrival of the 
steamboat spared me that painful duty. 

“On the 5th August another Indian, with his wife 
and child, were captured, making in all 46 prison- 
ers, of whom-there are 14 men, the rest women and 
children. My men behaved well. 

“I am now, with these prisoners,on my way to 
Fort Moultrie, Charleston harbor, where I am or- 
dered to remain until further orders, with a detach- 
ment of truops to guard the Indians.” 

[Army & Navy Chron. 

One of the greatest impediments to a successful 
prosecution of this disastrous Florida war, and the 
most serious obstacle with which our army had to 
contend, was the want of an accurate knowledge of 
the topography of the country. There is no ques- 
tion whatever, that much of the blood and treasure 
that have been expended would have been saved, 
had a reconnoisance of the country preceded our 
military operations. We are likely, howeyer, to be 
better prepared in future, should circumstances re- 
quire another campaign. Besides the officers of the 








| corps of topographical engineers, who were assigried 
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to duty in Florida and have been actively employ- 
ed, the officers of the line of the army have not been 
idle; but together they have obtained a pretty tho- 
rough knowledge of the topography of the whole 
territory. 

Capt. Mackay and lieut. J. Edmund Blake, of 
the corps of topographical engineers, have construct- 
eda map, mostly from their own personal recon- 
noisances, and a. from the surveys of officers on 
duty in the field. rom the manner in which the 
map is dotted, we should judge that no portion of 
the territory had been left unexplored. Every ham- 
mock, swamp, lake and river, is minutely traced.— 
The map was drawn by lieut. Blake, with that neat- 
ness and taste for which he is so much distinguish- 
ed, and we hope it will soon be published. 

Some idea may be formed of the operations of our 
troops, from the fact that upwards of seventy forts 
have been established. Part of these, itis true, are 
now abandoned, a portion of them are inerely stock- 
ades, and others again have scarcely any outward 
defences. Not only have those officers who have 
fallen victims to the foe or the climate, been remem- 
bered by having a fort called after their names, but 
many of the living officers who distinguished them- 
selves are in like manner complimented. Froma 
hasty glimpse of the map, we gathered the follow- 
ing names of forts: Andrews, Atkinson, Armstrong, 
T. B. Adams, Brooke, Butler, Basinger, Clinch, 
Crane, Clarke, Cross, Cooper, Christmas, Crabbe, 
Cummings, Center, Dade, Drane, Downing, Dallas, 
Dulany, Davenport, Deynaud, Fanning, Fosier, 
Fraser, Fowle, Gates, Gardiner, Gatlin, Heileman, 
Harlee, Hanson, Hook, Izard, Jupiter, Jennings, 
Jackson, Roger Jones, Keais, King, Kingsbury, 
Lawson, (2) Lauderdale, Lloyd, Lane, Mellon, 
Maitland, Micanopy, McNiel, McChure, Macomb, 
(2,) Pleasant, Poinsett, Pierce, Peyton, Russell, 
Stansbury, Taylor, Thompson, Van Swearingen, 
White, Wheelock, Walker, Ward, Wacassassa. 

Besides these, there are twenty or more forts laid 
out under the plan of general Taylor, of dividing 
the territory into squares, and named numerically. 

There are in the vicinity of the Okeefeenokee 
swainp near the southern boundary line of Georgia, 
fourteen military posts, viz: Forts Barnum, Dear- 
born, Floyd, Gilmer, Lamotte, McLane, Muse, A. 
S. Miller, Mudge, Moniac, Norton, Tattnall, Tomp- 
kins, Walker. [Army and Navy Chronicle. 

In the Jast number of the Register it was 
stated that the governor of Florida had appoint- 
ed a deputation of several of the most promi- 
nent citizens of the territory, to proceed north and 
confer with the national executive on the subject 
of prosecuting the war against the Indians, who, it 
appears, pay no regard to the treaty of general Ma- 
comb. The editor of the Richmond Enquirer, af- 
ter stating that he had had a long conversation with 
general Brown, of Tallahassee, one of the deputa- 
tion, adds— 

‘‘We are now Satisfied that the Indians are in 
greater force, supplied with better means, and 
inore determined on hostilities, than is generally 
supposed. It will become necessary to strike at 
them again, and drive them off. The only question 
is, what is the best species of force for this pur- 
pose? Itseems to be the impression in Florida, 
that another species of force is necessary besides 
the regular troops or volunteer militia, who have 
not been acquainted with the modes of Indian war- 
fare. Either United States mounted volunteers, 
from parts of the country which are familiar with 
the habits and mode of fighting of the Indian—and 
who can operate without being controlled by the 
United States officers, and who can with proper 
guides dash into the woods and hammocks, &c— 
or, enterprising persons, who will be allowed to set- 
tle on portions of the public lands, upon condition 
of fighting the Indians and protecting the country, 
&c.—or, both these, and similar species of force 
combined, are considered the best troops for the 
purpose. At all events, Florida requires arms, am- 
munition and provisions for her own volunteers for 
the present. A small and bold band of about 40 
men have consented to act, under a leader, to hover 
over the hiding places, and dash among the enemy. 

They are to be allowed so much for the scalp of 
each Indian warrior, or a prisoner, and the money 
has been raised by private subscription among the 
people. This band is about proceeding to opera- 
tions. We understand the commissioners will pro- 
ceed to New York, to confer immediately with the 
secretary of war.” 

Tue Sioux AND CuiprpeEwa InpIAaNns. TheSt. 
Louis Bulletin, of the 29th, publishes an extract of 
a letter from a gentleman in the Indian department 
at St. Peters’, to a friend in that city, which says: 
“The Sioux and Chippewas have had two distinct 
engagements on the 3d instant, at the Lake St. 
Croix and Rum river, some forty miles from this 





place, in which 35 Sioux were killed and wounded, 
and between 140 and 150 of the Chippewas killed. 

On the 29th and 30th of June, they mutually 
pledged themselves at the agency to remain at 
peace for one year at least; but the murder of one 
of the Sioux near the agency, an excellent man, 
by the Pillager band of Chippewas, was the cause 
of the unfortunate affray.” In relation to the ex- 
aggerated reports which were likely to be circula- 
ted, he has the following. «We are now as calm 
after this unexpected storm as ever. Some busy 
body may, however, make a tale of this transaction, 
but the agents know what is what in such mat- 
ters.’ 

In relation to the above battles, the Globe, of a 
late date, contained the following: 

In the National Intelligencer of Tuesday last, 
there was published an article from the St. Louis 
Republican, containing an extract from a letter 
written on the 10th of July last, at Fort Snelling, 
giving an account of two conflicts on the St. Croix, 
and above the falls of St. Anthony, between the 
Sioux and Chip ewas, in whicha number of the 
latter were killed. A letter of the same date, 
written at St. Peters’ by the Indian agent, has been 
received at the office of Indian affairs, which does 
not mention the above engagements. It is infer- 
red, therefore, that there must be some mistake 
about the matter, as it would have been the duty of 
the agent to communicate the unfortunate occur- 
rences referred to, especially as he has charge of 
the interests of the Sioux. There was such a re- 
port no doubt, but the hope is entertained that it 
was groundless. 

SAILING OF EMIGRANTS. From the Norfolk He- 
rald of the 9th inst. The Liberia packet ship Sa- 
luda, capt. Walters, sailed, from this port on Tues- 
day last, bound for Monrovia, having on board a 
cargo of merchandise and provisions, for the colony, 
and about 40 emigrants, 30 of them liberated slaves, 
having their passages paid, and clothing, agricultu- 
ral iraplements, &c. and twelve months provision 
furnished at the expense of their former owners 
Also, seven Ldeving Bona captured Africans smug- 
gled into Florida by a Spanish slaver, and seized and 
sent on here by the U. S. marshal, to be returned 
back to their native land at the expense of govern- 
ment. 

Among the cabin passengers are the rev’d. Jno. 
F. Pinney, the rev’d. O. K. Camfield and J. P. 
Alward, missionaries, who go out under the pa- 
tronage of the general assembly’s board of mis- 
sions. 

Also, Mrs. Seyes, with her two fine healthy chil- 
dren, born in Africa, returning from a visit to her 
friends in the United States, to join her husband, the 
rev'd, Mr. Seyes, missionary of the Methodist Epis- 
copal board in Liberia. This is the first instance 
we recollect of such an increase of a white family in 
our African settlement. 

And six other citizens of Liberia, four of them re- 
spectable mercharits—one of them Colin Teague 
formerly of Richmond, who emigrated with his fa- 
mily about 19 years ago, incompany with Lott 
Cary, inthe brig Nautilus from this port; he in- 
form us that all his family are alive and in the en- 
joyment of good health, and very comfortably set- 
tled and perfectly pleased with the land of their adop- 
tion. 

Also, Joseph Roberts and wife: he is the son of 
Amelia Roberts, formerly of Petersburg, who emi- 
grated also, from this port eleven years ago, with 
her family then 19 in number—18 of them are now 
alive and in the enjoyment of health and prosperity. 
The others all speak well of the state of their lands 
and of the prospects before them. 

The Saluda being a regular packet, will return to 
this port in December next, for another company of 
einigrants. 





Emicration. The New York American esti- 
mates the passengers that have arrived in this coun- 
try within the last twenty years at 1,000,000. The 
Journal of Commerce has compiled the following 
statement of arrivals at that port for each of the last 
twenty years: 












Years. Passengers. Years. Passengers. 
1819 9,442 1829 16,064 
1820 4,430 1830 30,224 
1821 4,452 1831 31,739 
1822 4,811 1832 48,589 
1823 4,999 1833 41,752 
1824 5,452 1834 48,110 
1825 8,779 1835 : 3 
1826 9,764 1836 60,441 
1827 22,000 1837 54,975 
1828 19,023 1838 25,681 
First 10 years 93,152 2d 10 years 392,878 


In 20 years 486,030 passengers. 


——— 
Navay. The following vessels of war are fittins 
out atthe navy yard at Norfolk: frigate Brandywj,, 
coin. Bolton, destined for the Mediterranean; sig, 
of war Yorktown, recently launched, and the sch P 
> 0. 
ner Grampus, lieut. com. Paine, for the West fp. 
dies. The frigate Potomac is in the dry dock yp. 
dergoing repairs. 
The Pensacola Gazette of the 3d inst. mention, 
the arrival there of the U.S. ship Levart, from, 
cruise to windward—all well. 
The U. 8. ship Vandalia also arrived there on the 
3d, from a cruise of more than fifty days along the 
coasts of Texas and Louisiana, without going int 
a single port, the object of the cruise being the Sup. 
pression of the slave trade. Captain Levy, finding 
the soundings on these coasts inaccurately |9\j 
down, for his own satisfaction has ascertained, bya 
careful examination, a true line of soundings, which 
will be of immense benefit to -vessels trading as fa, 
down as Galveston. 

Tbe U.S. vessels at Pensacola, are the frigate 
Macedonian, and ships Ontario, Levant, Vandalia, 
Erie and Warren. 

U.S. ship Independence, com. Nicholson, sailed 
from Montevideo June 12th. 

The sloop of war Preble, which was launched a 
Porthmouth, (N.H.) a short time since, will be 


a couple of weeks. 


respondent of the Army and Navy Chronicle says, 
that no correct account of the affair between these 
two officers has yet been published. The Chrori- 
cle says that copies of the whole correspondence 
between them has been forwarded to the depart. 
ment at Washington. 


Tue N. E. Bounpary. The Bangor Courier 
says, that Mr. Featherstonhaugh and col. Mudge, 
British commissioners, have passed through that 


large quantity of surveying, astronomical and other 
instruments, for the purpose of ascertaining topo. 
graphical and other information respecting the 
boundary line. 


FUNERAL OF THEREV. J.B. Serxas. The fr 
neral of the rev. J. B. Seixas, Rabbi-reader to the 
Portuguese synagogue Shearish Israel—Reinnau 
of Israel—in Crosby street, where he officiated {a 
upwards of eleven years, took place yesterday will 
more than usnal pomp and display. At 5 o’clock 
the attendants of the funeral met at the chureh it 
Crosby street. There could not have been less tha 
five hundred persons present, consisting of the mos 
wealthy and influential among the Jewish people- 
From thence the company proceeded to the burl 
ground on 2Ist street. There, after the seven holy 
steps had been taken around the coffin, which cert 
mony was performed by the several readers of the 
different synagogues of New York, a discourse wa 


who had journeyed to our city expressly to take 
part in the ceremonies of the interment. — 

The progression and chant being finished, M. 
Lesser commented on the virtues of the decease( 
and then proceeded to point out the duties incu 
bent on the Israelities to fulfil, in order to rene 
themselves acceptable to God and man. One pat! 
ofhis discourse we cannot refrain from giving, as i 
tends to dispel a very common prejudice that le 
Jews are not believers in a future state of being and 
felicity. ‘It is incumbent on us,” said the preach 
er, “so to comport ourselves in this world, by dois 
all that we can, to aid in the welfare and happines 
of our fellow beings, that our conduct will be 
emblem of gratitude to the Great Creator for ‘ 
manifold blessings bestowed on us. Moreover, wht! 


shall be spiritually refined, and restore unpollul 
our souls to the source of light and being therea e 
to enjoy permanent bliss and contentment. — 


the nearest relative, a son of the deceased, approa” 
ed and cast a shovel full of earth upon the corpst- 
and it so overcome him that he fainted. The ne 
est relatives in turn then approached, and ~ 
threw a portion of earth into the grave, until ; i" 
entirely filled up. The company then separate ‘nis 
There is something peculiarly touching Oe 
last ceremony. The giving back to earth that i . 
is of earth;—the animate clay casting the clo Ane 
its source of life and being, now reduced to no! ‘al 
ness,—the consciousness that one day the ae ae 
will attend every looker on,—impresses wit ‘batt 
and reflection the most careless observer. We ” 
witnessed many different modes of sepultures * 
certainly none more solemn than the one now 








ed. [New York Expre* 













ready for the reception of her crew in the course of 


Admiral Baudin and Commodore Shubrick. A cor. 













city on their way to the disputed territory, witha 























delivered by the rev. Isaac Leeser, of Philadelphia 


















we pass from this earthly tie, let us hope that Wie 


The coffin was then lowered into the grave, ae 


A son of Mr. Sexias had to perform this sad office ie h 
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<a — hae 
ne Su; Mz. SenaTor Davis. The Claremont (N. H.) 
indyrvin, Eagle, speaks of senator Davis, as a suitabie candi- 
an; slo’ (date for the vice presidency. No one would be 
he schoe. more acceptable to the whigs of Massachusetts. 
West Jp, He isa man whom they delight to honor. 
dock up, We copy the above paragraph from the Lenox 
” BB Eagle, the Claremont paper referred to having failed 
Mentions ge to reach us. This is not the first time that we have 
.t, from , Meheard the name of John Davis, of Massachusetts, 
* ® noken of asa candidate for the vice presidency. 
ere on the Ime Mr. Davis is one of the ablest, the purest, and the 
along the jm best men in the country. He is the very personifi- 
oing int cation of unbending integrity, unsullied honesty, 
g the sup, gm and sterling patriotism. He is admirably fitted for 
Y> finding I any station, however exalted, to which the popular 
ately Jai MR voice may call him. [ Boston Ailas. 
ined, by a 
88, which THE STEAM SHIPS. The ship Europe, at New 


ing as far Je York from Liverpool, reports that on Friday, at 9, 
A. M. Sandy Hook distant 150 miles, she exchang- 
ed signals with the Great Western; at 10, saw the 
British Queen 20 miles astern. The Roscoe, also 
arrived at New York from Liverpool, saw at 1, P. 
M. on the same day, lat. 40 16, the Great Western, 
198 miles from the Hook, and at 2, P. M. saw the 
British Queen, 193 miles from the Hook, the Great 
Western 13 miles ahead and about 15 miles farther 


south. 


1e frigate 
Vandalia, 


ON, Sailed 
unched at 
> Will be 
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Property IN Cincinnati. Thirty years ago, 


vicle says, Mipthan Stone purchased three lots of ground in 
een these? cincinnati, for which he paid sixty dollars each. 
e Chroni- Mite afterward sold the lots and moved into the 
spondence country. Within a few weeks past he returned to 


 depatt-Mithe city to reside, and for one-fifth of one of the 


three lots before mentioned, he was obliged to give 
nine thousand dollars. 


>r Couric The foregoing short paragraph is from the Mid- 
1. Mudge, dletown Mail. Itis thought to furnish a conve- 
rough thatfmenient peg upon which to hang a short story of the 
ry, withammups and downs of life, in this, our good city of Cin- 
and othergmecinnatl. 


Ethan Stone settled himself in Cincinnati about 
the year 1800, in the practice of the law, and soon 
made pretty extensive purchases of lands and lots. 
He was in due season numbered with the well to 
live, and upon the three lots named above, erected 
the buildings now occupied by Geo. W. Jones, and 
planted the fruit trees and shrubbery that surround 
it. In addition he cultivated a portion of the 
igrounds as a garden, in which choice fruits and 
Mflowers had their departments. In the accompain- 
ments the best table vegetables. Mr. Stone ad- 
vanced to be squire Stone, was president of the 
bank of Cincinnati, and marked down as a Cincin- 
natian millionaire. But then came the reverses of 


ring topo- 
>cting the 


The fis 
ider to the 
—Rernnant 
ficiated for 
erday will 
5 o'clock 
chureh it 
n less than 
of the most 


| people-B¥isig_and 1820 extended. And Mr. Stone had 
the bur Sheen liberal in his endorsements for friends, and in 
seven hol Re assuming responsibilities to sustain the bank of 
hich cet B which he was president, and the crash broke upon 
Jers of thin. His mansion and his garden, his shrubbery 
vourse Wa Sand his fruit grounds were surrendered to the mon- 
iladel phi, @ster, and Mr. Stone from almost a paradise and pa- 
y to tas Sjace, removed toa shanty of rough planks, planted 
) jon the hill side at the commencement of the nar- 
ished, Mr rows, below Mill creek. Before winter he com- 
decease Me nleted a small brick building, into which he re- 
” pa pmoved, and occupied it as did the cobler his stall: 

Abeagee “It served him for kitchen, for parlor and hall.” 
iving, asi In 1836 the monster came back to Cincinnati, 
ce that the and property again began to fetch a price, Mr. 
‘being aul Btone still retained some refuse remnants which 
he preach gradual changes converted into a little hoard of 
1, by doing wealth. And in progress of time, he erected a 
happines comfortable mansion, in addition to his beginning, 
will bes and surrounded himself with garden and shrubbery, 
tor for ‘be ¢”4 orchard, and all the permanent curtilages of an 
ver, whel established home, Confiding that this home was lo- 
e that wee ctted where it might remain undisburbed, he had 
unpollutel eet himself, at seventy years of age, to rest in peace 
“therealtt the remainder of his life. When here came a navi- 


1? gable canal marching up the Ohio river, and sweep- 


vrave, allen -" ''8 course, the garden and the shrubbery, and the 
approach orchard, and cutting away the mansion to its first 
» corpse. ronstructed apartment. And Mr. Stone is again 
cad office fm ,""ed out of doors, and compelled to find a new 
The nea" ee os When he returns to purchase in the city, 
~ and each n nd: himself required to pay at the rate of fifty 
ntil it wa ae dollars for a property purchased thirty- 
sated. “ years ago at sixty dollars. ‘Thus is every thing 
ng in titi und us effected by the ten thousand eonjoint 
that whic! op rations of trade which build up cities and con- 
, clod up rte channels of communication with them, pro- 
6 nothing’ of Ale results that would seem to leave the lamp 
» same fal laddin no longer an extravagant fable, 

with av? { Cincinnati Gazette. 

We have R r atin 
uiture, but on EXTRAORDINARY. *The sad remains of 
now relat ew, Y Once admired’—-the dresses, ornaments, 
Express: 5@ws and trinkets—which were once wont to 





beautify the person of the well known tragedian 

Thomas Cooper, esq. were all sold at auction, by 

Jesse Cady, on Monday last, he and his daughter 

having-abandoned the stage and entered upon the 

field of morus multicaulus culture. 

It may in many awaken some reminiscences of by- 
gone times, and to others prove not uninteresting, if 
we give the prices at which some of the veteran’s 
“regimentals” were disposed of. 

The whole stock was divided into 194 lots, some 
of which contained several, and others but a single 
article. 

Lot No. 14, a buff kersey shirt and steel 
strap. Breastplate, white under shirt, full 
dress for Virginius, . $7 75 

No. 34 was a crimson satin Spanish shape, 
richly trimmed with spangles and studs 
slashed with blue silk and satin 

Further on the catalogue was a costly and 
magnificent regal shirt, splendidly trimmed 
with silver and spangles, 

A green cloth regal shirt, with white kersey 
under shirt, full sleeves, richly spangled 
and trimmed with steel studs, spangles and 
leather, 

A splendid black silk velvet Hamlet’s dress 
jacket, fly trunks and mantle, most magnifi- 
cently bugled, 

A splendid white cloth Greek dress, rich trim- 
med with spangles aud studs, crimson shirt 
and white do. trimmed, 

A buff kersey and purple velvet Roman dress, 
elegantly spangled and trimmed with lions 
heads, 

A splendid coat, trimmed with silver, a pair 
of breeches, and a foilstone spangled vest for 
sir Peter Teazle, 

Lot No. 100 was asplendid suit of chain and 
stud armour complete, shoes, gauntlets, leg 
and knee pieces, all complete. 

A complete sir John Falstaff’s dress, with 
stuffing and breastplate, hat, feathers, &c. 
A regal robe of crimson velvet, richiy trim’d 

with gold and silver leather studs and spang- 

led, 15 00 

Many of the articles of stage jewelry, trinkets, 
&c. were purchased not by professional people, but 


15 00 


35 00 


45 00 


75 00 


35 00 


35 00 


17 00 


46 00 
25 00 


by citizens generally, as a memento of their foriner | P 


wearer. 

A handsome Greek sword, of a very antique pat- 
tern, said to have been made for Talma, richly 
mounted with silver, and cost when new $80, was 
knocked down to Edwin Forest at fifteen dollars. 

A genuine Indian Tomahawk was also purchased 
by Mr. Forest. 

The jewelry and ornaments generally brought a 
very high price. 

The dresses were mostly made by Mr. Palmer, 
the celebrated costumer of Drury Lane theatre, 
London. Many of them, however, were made by 
Mr. John G. Taylor, of this city. 

[N. Y. Courier. 

THE MASCAL PLANT. If the description below 
be not very much exaggerated, our gardeners should 
lose no time in producing the mascal plant. 

This extraordinary vegetable production, (a de- 
scription of which has never been published), is 
only to be found on the Rio Grande, and its tribu- 
tary streams, N. W. of the Mexican republic. It 
grows spontaneously on the most barren and ste- 
rile mountains in that country, and is as much es- 
teemed as an article of food by the Mexican Indi- 
ans, as is the buffalo and the deer, by their more 
northern neighbors. The mascal grows in the 
shape of a cabbage head, and may be found as 
large in size as a half barrel; it is thickly covered 
with sharp prickly protuberances to the length of 
from twelve to eighteen inches, the root 1s very 
small, the head has also a thick covering of leaves, 
much resembling in shape those of the plantain 
tree, which are very juicy, and when prepared for 
eating in the same manner as the head, afford 
a sweet and nutritious beverage, answering every 
purpose to allay thirst. 

The process used for cooking this plant is very 
singular, yet if digressed from in a single instance 
the mascal is spoiled and rendered unfit for use: it 
consists of digging a hole or pit in the ground to 
the depth of four or five feet, which must be covered 
with a layer of heated rocks on which the mascal 
is to be placed with the root downward, a thick 
coat of leaves and bushes must be thrown over the 
mouth of the pit, over all of which is to be laid a 
thin coat of dirt just sufficient to prevent the heat or 
steam from eseaping. In this situation must the mas- 
cal remain (according to Indian computation) for 
three days and three nights, when it may be taken 
out and will be found perfectly cooked, and most de- 
licious. In flavor it resembles a ripe mellow peach, 
each succeeding day adding to its good qualities; it 





- | 


increases in excellence by age. On this plant alone 
do the Indians subsist for months, being perfect- 
ly satisfied with their food, and esteeming it above 
all other. About half a pound of mascal is by them 
deemed sufficient to satisfy the cravings of hunger 
for a day, and is always carried with them on their 
hunting and other excursions—asI before observed 
the leaves of this flavored plant contain a rich and 
beautiful beverage, although forming a most extra- 
ordinary combination of food and drink, thus afford- 
ing another illustration of the beneficence of a kind 
Providence in securing even to the wild and untu- 
tored savage a luxury which their more favored and 
civilized brethren might well envy. 

I have seen the mascal so thick in some places as 
to form an almost impenetrable front of thorns, as for- 
midable in appearance as would be the same num- 
ber of glittering spears covering the whole expanse 
of the country as far as the eye could see, in tra- 
velling through which the incautious or unwary 
will be reminded by a gentle stab, of the necessity 
there is to have a care. 

I may also mention that many of the peasantry 
of the states of Lonora and Chihuahua, Scitpring 
on this country, also cultivate the mascal in their 
fields and gardens, and I have been informed distil 
it into liquor, which is said to be excellent and not 
inferior to the best Jamaica rum. 

[ St. Louis Argus. 





LATER FROM ENGLAND. 

An arrival at Boston brigs latter, and not less 
gloomy, news from England. 

The cotton market is said by the Boston papers 
to be lower, but it must be observed that the fall of 
1d. noticed in the Liverpool report is the fall of the 
whole week, and that there was a slight revival in 
consequence of a withdrawal of a large quantity of 
the staple. So that the news does not materially 
differ from that brought by the British Queen. 


From the Boston Courier. 

Three days later from Liverpool. The fast sailing 
ship Oneco, capt. Drew, arrived below on Saturday 
morning, in twenty-seven days from Liverpool, 
whence she sailed on the 13th.ult. We are indebt- 
ed to the politeness of capt. Drew for Liverpool pa- 
ers to his day of sailing, and a London journal of 
the 10th—the latter, however, is no later than the 
London papers received by the British Queen. 

We find no local or political news of any mo- 
ment. The commercial intelligence, it will be seen, 
is no better than that received by the British Queen. 
Cotton had sustained another fall in price, as will be 
seen on reference to the report of the Liverpool 
market. 


Letters from Rome state that a large promotion of 
cardinals was to take place on the 8th of July. 

Mr. Samuel Spring, well known in the theatrical 
circles, died on Sunday last. 

A public dinner will be given to Mr. Macready, 
on the 20th instant, ‘in testimony of the sense en- 
tertained of the zeal, taste, genius, and liberality he 
has devoted to the drama of his country, eminently 
shown in his revival of Shakspear’s plays.” The 
duke of Somerset takes the chair.” 

At the excise court, Samuel Ellis, of the king’s 
arms, Roupel street, Lambeth, was fined £300 for 
adulterating his beer, and for attempting to bribe the 
officers who detected him. The penalty for the 
adulteration was £ 100, and the further fine of £200 
was imposed for the attempt to bribe. 

The seaman of her majesty’s steamer Medea, who 
had his leg shot off a short time since in the acci- 
dental encounter of that vessel with a French cor- 
vette on the coast of Mexico, has been awarded a 
pension of £55 per annum by the French govern- 
iment. 


There is no foundation for the report of the death 
of the bishop of Litchfield and Coventry. 

The chancellor of the exchequer has purchased 
for the national gallery a painting of Velasquez. It 
was exhibited last year at the British institution, and 
represents the arena of a bull fight. It was bought 
from lord Cowley, and £4,000 is the sum paid for 
it. The picture is of the highest class, and worthy 
the collection to which it is to be added. 

Letters from Bagdad announce an overflow of the 
Tigris which had laid the whole city nearly under 
water. It was stated that already more than 1,000 
houses had been destroyed, and that the whole po- 
pulation, without reference toage, rank or sex, 
were employed in attempting to check the ravages 
of this inundation. 

The duke of Sutherland has been wpe lord 
lieutenant of Salop, in the room of lord Powis, de- 
ceased. His grace is one of the largest landed pro- 
prietors in the county. 

The authorities had withdrawn the military and 
police from the streets of Birmingham, and the town 
was comparatively quiet. 
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The crops are represented to be extremely good, 
and never looked better or gave greater promise of 
a plentiful supply. 

wo females were instantly killed on the Bir- 
mingham railway, (Mrs. Yates and Mrs. Saunders). 
Their attention was diverted another way, toa train 
that was approaching them, and were not sensible of 
the one approaching them in an opposite direction. 

The Paris papers are principally occupied in en- 
deavors to induce the government to forego the exe- 
cution of any of the insurgents of the 12th of May, 
who may be capitally condemned by the court of 
peers. 


The termination of the trial of the Paris prison- 
ers by the court of peers, is the only intelligence of 
any interest in the Paris journals. The president 
announced that on Wednesday their lordships would 
meet so as to pronounce sentence, so that the fate of 
the accused was not known. 


The duke de Fezenzack quitted Madrid on the 
Ist July, after having asked for and obtained the 
grand cordon of Charles III. 

Madrid journals of the 3d July mention the re- 
pulse, on the 28th June, of a band of 200 Carlists. 

Bayonne letters of July 7th state that Don Car- 
los was still at Onate on the 4th. Nothing new had 
occurred at Lidio or Avbiniega. 


Letters from Constantinople of the 19th ult. re- 
resent the recovery of the sultan as almost hope- 
ess. The heir to the Ottoman throne is a young 
inan about 18 years of age, brought up in that se- 
clusion so common to princes of the Osmanlis dy- 
nasty, of whose notions of government nothing can 
be known before his assumption of the imperial and 
ontificial authority—hence the indisposition of 

ahmoud is an affair of more than ordinary inte- 
rest. But the sultan’s illness has not in the least 
cooled his ardor for war. On the contrary, he has 
express? himself indifferent to the protraction of 
his life «ter seeing Mehemet Ali and his sonin 
chains before hin. The recovery of Egypt and 
Syria would reconcile him to the loss of Greece. 

Since the last advices from Constantinople, the sul- 

tan has diffused great joy among the inhabitants, 
by the promulgation of a firman abolishing the go- 
vernment en ge bread, and the house tax impos- 
ed for defraying the expenses of quarantine estab- 
lishments. His highness has moreover commanded 
that to all persons who have paid the house tax, the 
sums paid by them shall be returned on application 
to the imperial treasury. 


In Switzerland, the Swiss diet, in its sitting of the 
4th instant, adopted the resolution of nomiating a 
eneral commission to inquire into the causes of the 
diagate between the high and low Valais. The pro- 
position of dividing the Canton into two states was 
almost universally repulsed by the deputies. 
Liverpool, July 12. Cotton. The market open- 
ed with the same hmited and inanimate deinand as 
marked the close of last week, and on each day pri- 
ces gradually gave way in favor of the buyers, until 
yesterday, when a complete panic seized the majo- 
rity of the holders of American cotton, and the most 
irregular sales were made, but generally at Id. per 
Ib. below the OL of Friday last. At this 
great decline the trade bought freely, and showed 
an equal disposition this morning to go on with their 
purchases, but have been in agreat measure stopped 
by the holders suddenly withdrawing a great pro- 
portion of the cotton that had previously been pres- 
sing, and demanding generally 1-8d. to 1-4d. per lb. 
advance in price. A more limited business has in 
consequence been transacted, but as the advance 
has been obtained, the market has assumed a more 
decided appearance, and something approaching to 
a correct quotation can be given. ‘The ordinary 
ualities of Uplands and Orleans are now 3-4d. and 
the fair and good 1-2d. to 3-d4d. per lb. below the 
currency of this day week. In Brazils and Surats, 
the variations have not been so great, and the decline 
does not exceed 1-8d. to 1-4d. perlb. In Egyptian 
cotton there is no change to notice. The imports 
of the week are 30,882 bags; and the sales for the 
same period, including 1,500 American taken on 
speculation, and 2,260 American, 50 Surat and 360 
Bengal for export, amount to 21,480 bags, of which, 
100 Sea island, 20 a 30 1-2; 4,890 Uplan', 6a 8; 
3,190 Alabama and Mobile, 5} a 8; 8,880 N. Orleans, 
5 3-4a9. Imports up to this date, 1839, 716,712 
bags; same time, 1838, 982,786 bags. 


DESCRIPTION OF A TORNADO. 

The New Haven Register gives the following 
particular account of a remarkable storm which 
visited that place on Wednesday the 3ist ult. The 
tornado began at half past eleven in the morning, 
and was preceded by heavy rain, with constant 
thunder and lightning. Its course was from the 
southwest to the northeast, extending over a width 
of from twenty to thirty rods. Its first ravages 





were observed in the western part of the town on 
the Derby turnpike, and in its progress it unroof- 
ed two or three dwelling houses, destroyed several 
barns and out buildings, twisted up by the roots 
several large elms, and destroyed gardens, fruit 
trees, &c. Thence its progress is thus described 
by the Register. 

The next object of its wrath was the African 
church, (a wooden building), which it knocked 
into a thousand fragments, many of which were 
carried high in the air on the top of the tempest. 
Several small houses, standing at intervals in this 
part of the town, were blown to pieces as they 
were severally reached by the tornado, leaving in 
alinost every instance, nothing but the foundations. 
In one of these houses, occupied by a Mr. Warner, 
his wife, the only person in the house, was washin 
when the storm burst upon her, and the next in- 
stant found herselfin the celler, with her kettle of 
boiling clothes upset beside her, and uninjured, but 
no part of the house to be seen! G. F. H. Read, 
esq. who had taken shelter in one of these build- 
ings, is said to have had an arin broken, or badly 
bruised; and a woman residing in another, had her 
leg shattered by the falling of the house. A new 
house in the course of finishing, owned by Dr. 
Munson was blown down, and the house of Mr. 
Way scattered to the whirlwind. The air was now 
filled with rafters, boards, shingles, parts of fences, 
&c. gathered in the space of about two miles, and 
the tornado procecded in the direction of captain 
Gregory’s beautiful seat—which seems to have en- 
countered the very brunt of its fury. Surrounded 
by fine trees and shrubbery, which checked some- 
what the force of the missiles, the house itself was 
not as much injured as it otherwise would have 
been—still many of his fruit and large trees bowed 
before the blast, were torn up by the roots, and 
hurled against the fences. The roof of his house 
was carried to the ground—a hugh chimney tum- 
bling through the floor into the very room were his 
family were sitting: yet they all miraculously es- 
eaped injury! His barn and out-houses were near- 
ly demolished, and the whole appearance of his 
splendid grounds was as if a battery of chain shots 
had been poured among them. His loss must be 
severe. To the left of his premises, the barn of 
Mr. James Munson was levelled with the ground, 
and several large trees immediately in front of his 
house were dragged up by the roots, and thrown 
across the street. The house was not injured. 

The house of his neighbor, Mr. Miles Sperry, 
who supports his family by raising vegetables, was 
cut off from the first story upwards, and blown in 
every direction—while the family were all at home. 
No one injured. Its violence was so great at this 
point as to completely strip a flock of fowls of their 
feathers, which were afterwards found dead. On 
the right of capt. Gregory, the house of professor 
Charles U. Shepard, on the “Plains road,” was 
slightly damaged, and several trees were blown 
down; the roof of his large barn was taken off, and 
carried more than a mile by the force of the blast! 
It had now reached the woods which extend se- 
veral miles in the north part of the town, through 
which it passed in the rear of ‘*‘Sachem’s wood,” 
the residence of James A. Hillhouse, esq. doing 
but little damage, except to the fences; occasional- 
ly tearing up a huge oak, or wrenching off the 
tops of the forest trees. Here it crossed the Hart- 
ford turnpike, throwing down a dozen or two of 
the old poplars which line the road, and just graz- 
ing the out buildings, and passing to the northeast 
of “High Belmont,” (the new and splendid resi- 
dence of Henry Whitney, esq.) tearing up by the 
roots a great many trees, and throwing down the 
fences. Approaching the front of the highest bluff of 
East Rock, the tornado diverged slightly to the north, 
taking up the bridge at its base, and flinging its 
fragments over the surrounding meadow; it passed 
through the gap ofthe mountain, about half a mile} 
north of the ‘“‘Hermit’s Cave,’? and came out on 
the North Haven road, near the farm of Mr. Jabez 
Potter. The roof of bis house was taken off, his 
barn and cow house blown down, and a boy, who 
was in the loft of the barn at the time, was hurled 
several rods across the street, into the Yankee’s 
‘native element,” a pumpkin patch. The uncere- 
inonious manner of his exit from the barn some- 
what surprised him, but he was notinjured in the 
least. The roof the brick house of Horace Pot- 
ter, esq. was taken off; the barn and wagon house 
of Mr. Lyman Potter were demolished; the roof of 
Mr. Chester Potter’s house was lifted off, and his 
fine orchard completely destroyed. It then crossed 
the rail road, and swept over the meadow to the 
east of it, pitching the innumerable bay stacks into 
the air, and playing the same pranks with the 
fences. bi? 

We have not heard of any further damage, but 








fear that the people of Northford have had a visit 


from it. It is almost miraculous that no lives teens 
lost in so great a carnage. Many poor people baie 
lost their all, and are turned out of house and hdess 
We went over the whole breadth and length of the 
course we have described the next mornino a 
such a scene of devastation and misery we i * 
often see. We hope measures will be immediate) 
taken for the relief of those who have been ma¢ 
pennyless by this dire calamity. Itisa remarkabj. 
fact, that those trees which were blown near house 
fell in every instance, from the house, although {, 
wards differents points. ei 


Incidents of the storm. Almost the entire lent 
of its course, the ground was strewed with bits 
wood, cloth, household furniture, &c. &c. but hot 
encvugh of scarcely a piece to identify the nature , 


§ | the article or the owner. The occupants of Several 


of the houses, particularly Mrs. Warner, who wa 
thrown with her kettle of boiling clothes into th, 
cellar, while the house and its furniture ascenda, 
into the air, it is said, had not the next day foun 
a single article of either their furniture or weary 
apparel! Even the clothes she had on were qj 
stripped from her back, with the exception of, 
strong belt about her waist, and she was left 4 
naked as the place of dwelling was desolate, 4 
bureau filled with wearing apparel has not been see, 
since the moment it left the premises, excep}, as jy 
supposed, fragments at a distance of three or {oy 
miles, upon the top of East Rock—a bonnet wa 
there found lodged in a tree, that was taken frog 
the same place. Beds and bedsteads, pots aj; 
kettles, alike disappeared! A very heavy shee 
iron fireboard, which had been used in Mr. Way, 
house, was found inan easterly direction, on th. 
powder house road, about a mile fromm his honse, 4 
lot of blacksmith’s tools were scattered in diitereyt 
directions—some of which have been found at, 
great distance from each other, east and west. 4 
pen containing two or three good sized pigs, neq 
capt. Gregory’s, was carried away, and _ nothing 
since heard of either. The orchard of judge Da. 
ling, in the rear of his house, containing some fifiy 
or more large thrifty trees, and field of corn adjoin. 
ing, appear as if they had been pressed down by 
rolling a huge mountain over them—while a quan. 
tity of pole beans, situated between the trees an 
corn, stand perfectly erect, as if nothing had bap. 
pened. A heavy plank from the bridge at the bas 
of the rock was found, it is said, on the Middle. 
town turnpike, on the opposite side of the mour- 
tain from where it was taken: if so, it must hav 
been carried up about 300 feet, nearly perpendicu: 
larly, before it could have crossed. 
in descending the north side of the ‘Rock,’ in the 
absence of other objects to wreak its vengeance 
upon, it is said, took possession of, and carried 
along with it, large quantities of ‘‘mother earth.” 





EXPLORING EXPEDITION. 

We find in the Army and Navy Chroniele the fil: 
lowing extracts ofa letter from a gentleman 0 
board the ship Relief, attached to the expeditiot, 
which give some very interesting particulars 0 
the voyage, up to the time of its date, April If 
1839. 

“We sailed from Rio de Janeiro on the 19th De 
cember for Orange Bay, in Terra del Fuego, will 
instructions to run a line of soundings down the 
coast of Patagonia. We had a delightful passage, 
in sight of land almost the whole time. At put 
St. Elena we were so near the land as to see tle 
llamas feeding on the sides of the hills. On th 
2ist we were south of the sun. Christmas (J 
was passed in lat. 23° 27! S. long. 48° 12/ We 


had for dinner roast plover, partridges and gree 


peas, all cooked in France! About the Ist of Jé 
nuary, we began to see albatros, and occasionally 
aseal. On the 9th of January we were off po 
St. Elena, and saw the llamas; it was a delightit! 
day, the land looked very tempting, but we could 
not land, not having leave. The country appe@® 


barren, no large trees, but a stumpy vegetation: . 


The whole coast of Patagonia has the same roug! 
and flat appearance; no thick woods to be os 
nor the least sign of inhabitants. The places call 
ports are uninhabited. 


“On the 21st January we made cape St. Dies? 
Statten Land, &c. and arrived at. Good Succe* 
bay, so named by capt. Cook. Here we anchore ; 
and went on shore. The appearance of the land abou 
the straits of Magellan was very dreary, barren @ 
rugged rocks, mouutains covered with snow, < 
Good Success is a very pleasant bay; the hills — 
covered with trees, principally, beach, birch #" 
winter’s bark; most beautiful barberries, with Y° 
low flowers like small roses; bush cranberries, ~ 
a great variety of heath like shrubs. We went ‘: 
shore, armed to the teeth, but no natives were a 
several huts were found, and other signs of pe°P 


The tornado. 
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paving been there. The next morning, however, 
our attention was called by a shouting on shore, 
where we discovered the natives. The captain and 
ome of the officers immediately landed. After 
‘nner 1 went on shore and saw about fifteen na- 
natives round a fire, with our men; they were a tall 
ood looking people, with nothing but flama’s skin 
hrown over their shoulders. They appeared to be 
, sinple people, and jealous, and not allowing 
13 to go in the direction we supposed their women 
sad children were. They were evidently Patago- 
nians, being taller than the tallest of our men; they 
ad bows and arrows, but no knives. Old iron was 
very thing with them, taking that in preference to 
yread, meat, &c. Their food was fish and shell 
sh. They went off early in the afternoon, proba- 
bly being on a visit to this place. 

«Upon the whole I was very much pleased with 

ood Success; the woods reminded me much of 
Brazil, the dead trees being covered with beautiful 
mosses, ferns and small flowering plants, and gave 
ne avery different opinion of Terra del Fuego from 
hat I had been led to expect from books. 

«We left Good Success on the 23d January, 
nd anchored on the 24th off New Island. The 
ppearance of the country all around us was moun- 
aneous and bleak, with occasiunal white patches of 
now, which is probably the reason why this part 
f the world is considered to be nothing but a bar- 
en rocky place, destitute of vegetation! but it is 
uite the contrary. Upon landing at New Island 
e found it covered with trees and shrubs, and 
eautiful flowers, lots of berries, such as brush cran- 
erries, a beautiful shrub, black currants, and two 

three species of barberry, with a most delicious 
erry, in flavor between a raspberry and strawber. 
y. Here we found signs of inhabitants, but none 
ereseen. A great many ducks were killed, and 
pair of geese: the female a beautiful snow- white 
ird, was shot first, and the male would not quit 
er, but suffered himself to be killed also. Civilized 
nan carries—I was going to sermonize, but it 
ont do. 

“On the 27th we anchored off Hermites island, 
yhere the vegetation is similar to the other places 
isited; the scurvy grass abounds all along the 
hore, and appears to be placed here for the benefit 
f poor Jack, who by the way, does not like it very 
ell—probably for its name. 

| “On the 28th we sailed again in search of Orange 
ay. the charts of this part of the world not being 
ery correct, and anchored in a beautiful harbor, 
here we were visited by a family, in acanoe, con- 
sting of two men, a women with a baby, and a 
own up boy. They were all stark naked, except 

e old man who had a small piece of seal skin on 

is back, and the woman who had a skin to wrap 


Berself and child up in; they carried a fire in the 
Bottom of the canoe, the woman paddling and do- 
Me_g all the labor. The men came on board and were 


lothed; and a nice blanket was given to the 


‘Woman, who instantly wrapped the baby up in it. 


was raining, and rather cold; the child was real- 
y pretty, and after it had been wrapped up and 
ot warm, popped its head out and looked up to- 


Wards us smiling; the men would not allow the wo- 


han to get out of the canoe, and wanted every 
ing for themselves. The captain took down some 
reserves for the child, but the woman began to cry, 
nd tried to push the canoe from alongside; after 
me persuasion, she tasted the preserves herself, 
nd immediately devoured the whole, paper and 
ll in which it was wrapped. The people were 
rribly frightened at a looking-glass, pushing it 
way from them and covering their faces with their 
ands. Indeed it was piteous to see the horror or 
_ _ showed, as if it was something super- 
tral, 
“The next morning we went on shore and found 
¢ hut of our Indian friends; the women andchildren 
ad run away, and no doubt were hid in the woods, 
‘dogs were barking at a short distance. The hut 
43 in the form of a cone, made of sticks and 
overed with green weeds; in it we found fish, 


@ "ging up in the smoke, plenty of shell-fish laid 


pon large green leaves; the blanket, &c. we had 
The men offered 
r fish, and when I began to collect plants, they 
aughed and picked up grass, and every thing that 
as at hand, and poured them upon me with a great 


ealofhumor, supposing probably that I was going to 


whe herbs. We saw some whales in this harbor 
Utama bones in some of the old abandoned huts. 
" Canoes are made of bark, sewed together 
: the Atenas of sea-weed, and always have a fire 
Dat ottom which is covered with clay. 
n the afternoon we got under way, and arrived 
. lized Bay early in the evening, having been 
5°d to seek it out by taking observations every 


mY, and this day found w 
lee south of y e€ were ten or twelve 


Orange. Bay is a very good 


e 





harbor, large and commodious; plenty of wood and 
water, with abundance of ducks, geese, fish, &c. 
After the ship was securely moored a light house 
was established on Burnt island, to guide the rest of 
the squadron. It set in torain, and continued with 
violent winds for eight days, so as not to allow any 
one to go on shore, except once, to carry provisions 
for the party in charge of the light-house. 

“The two schooners arrived on the 16th Fe- 
bruary, and the Vincennes, Peacock and Porpoise, 
on the 18th and 19th, from Rio Negro. Captain 
Wilkes ordered our ship to prepare for sea immedi- 
ately, take all the scientific corps om board, and 
make a survey of Useless harbor; examine Port Fa- 
mine, &c. entering the straits of Magellen through 
Cockburn channel, and return again to Orange har- 
bor. The two schooners, the Peacock and Porpoise, 
with captain W. going south, in search of the mag- 
netic pole; the Vincennes to remain at Orange bay. 
They all sailed on the 25th Feb. and we on the 26th, 
and had a succession of storms, with violent wind 
and rain, making very little progress towards our 
destination. We saw great numbers of albatros, 
giant and stormy petrels, &c.; and although we did 
not go round Cape Horn, we experienced all the bad 
weather for which that part of the ocean is celebrat- 
ed. Ourship rolled and pitched so that it was al- 
most impossible to sit at the table; some days every 
plate on it would be broken, soup and meat thrown 
into our laps. At night we had to tie ourselves 
down in bed. 

«On the 4th of March we were farther from Cock- 
burn channel than when we left Orange harbor on 
the 26th of February. Onthe 13th March we were 
on a lee shore, in great danger, and a fire broke out 
in the apothecary’s department! No damage was 
done. The sun very seldom shone, and it rained 
nearly all the time. 

“On the 18th we had a very disagreeable day— 
real Cape Horn weather—rain and sleet. We came 
in sight of land, wind blowing very hard, and break- 
ers all around us. The Tower-rocks on one side of 
us looked really terrific, the sea breaking entirely 
over the smallest, completely roe it with a 
white envelope, the spray flying off and looking like 
a thick snow storm. We were in avery dangerous 
poe but, however, reached Cape Noir island, 
at. 54 deg. 15 min. lon. 74 deg. 20 min. and with 
three anchors duwn hoped to hold on. 

«On the morning of the 19th the wind blew hard- 
er yet, with occasional showers of snow and hail. 
Noir island looked as if some vegetation might be 
growing on it, but there was no prospect of landing; 
the shore was lined with breakers, and the spray in 
flying off nade a beautiful appearance, looking like 
smoke. In the evening, the wind increasing, ano- 
ther anchor was let go, making four anchors out, 
and 400 fathoms of chain cable, the four anchors 
weighing 11,700 Ibs. The 20th was a dreary day, 
sleet and rain. In the night we parted two of our 
cables, and lost a bower and sheet anchor. The 
ship dragged a considerable distance, and we felt 
somewhat alarmed; but day dawned and found us 
safe. Nothing particular occurred during the next 
day. Towards night the wind blew up afresh, and 
it was feared another cable was gone. Preparations 
were immediately made to get under way, and at 9 
o’clock we lay rolling and tossing, ignorant of what 
wouid take place. 

“Towards 12 o’clock the ship began to drag, al- 
most right on to the breakers; indeed nothing but 
horrible rocks, the water dashing and hissing over 
them, were to be seen in every direction; the water 
began to break over us also, and the wardroom, 
steerage and berth deck were ankle deep. At last 
an order was given to slip the cables. A dead si- 
lence ensued for a few moments; then the sound of 
the axe cutting the stoppers, and a horrible clatter, 
a grumbling and grating sound as the chains flew 
through the hawse holes, and all was hushed. The 
poor ship seemed to be aware that she was to re- 
main without an anchor, as she quivered and groan- 
ed, as the cables flew out, “like a thing of life.” 
In a short time we were clear of the breakers, and 
all was quiet; the ship became easy, and the men 
recovered their cheerfulness. We lost all our an- 
chors, and had to give up Useless bay! Port Fa- 
mine!! Breakneck passage!!! the Milky way! &c. 
and proceeded to Valparaiso to procure ground 
tackle. It is admitted by all hands, that we might 
go to seatwenty years and not be in sucha dan- 
gerous situation again. Since then we had plea- 
sant weather, growing warmer every day. 

“April 14.—We have now been three days off 
Valparaiso, and have succeeded in getting anchors, 
and will probably get in to-night or to-morrow 
morning.-—-We sent a boat in, but found no Ameri- 
can menu of war here. Twoboats immediately came 
off from the British sloop of war Fly, with an an- 
chor and offer of services, which was very kind and 
polite. Our captain declined the offer until he heard 





from the shore. Our bout returned to-day, having 
procured every thing necessary, principally from 
the English stores.” 


THE OPiUM TRADE. 

The Chinese government seems determined to 
persevere in its resolution to put a stop to the opium 
trade. An imperial commissioner, Lin, has lately 
been sent to Canton with full powers to act in this 
matter. He evinces a good deal of energy, and has 
already ordered several of the chief foreign opium 
dealers to leave the country. The following is his 
proclamation issued to foreigners on his arrival at 
Canton. It isa curious document, and quite as 
much to the point as the greater part of our Ameri- 
can gubernatorial messages. 

PROCLAMATION TO FOREIGNERS, 
From the imperial commissioner, H. E. Lin. 

Lin, a high officer of the Chinese empire, now 
specially appointed an imperial envoy, a president 
of the board of war, and viceroy of Hoo Kwang, 
hereby proclaims to the foreigners of every nation, 
that they may thoroughly know and understand. 

Whereas ye, the said foreigners, coming to Can- 
ton to trade, have usually reaped immense profits: 
therefore it is that your ships which in former 
years amounted annually to no more than several 
tens, now exceed a hundred and several tens, which 
arrive here every year. Your import goods, no 
matter what they be, with us find a consumption; 
and respecting the cargo which you may wish to 
purchase in return, there is nothing in which you 
may not adventure. I would like to ask you if in 
the wide earth under heaven you can find such 
another profit-yielding market as this is? Our great 
Chinese emperor views all mankind with equal 
benevolence, and therefore it is that he has thus 
graciously permitted you to trade, and become, as 
it were, steeped to the lips in gain. If this port of 
Canton, however, were to be shut against you, how 
could you scheme to reap profit more? Moreover, 
our tea and rhubarb are articles which ye foreign- 
ers from afar cannot preserve your lives without; 
yet year by year we allow you to export both be- 
yond seas, without the slightest feeling of grudge 
on our part: never was imperial goodness greater 
than this? 

Nowif ye foreigners had a proper sense of grati- 
tude for this extraordinary goodness, ye would hold 
the laws in dread; and while ye sought to profit 
yourselves, ye would abstain from injuring other 
men. Buthow happens it, on the contrary, that 
ye take youruneatable opium and bring it to our 
central land, chousing people outof their substance 
and involving their very livesin destruction? [ 
find that by means of this noxious article, you 
have been fraudulently imposing upon the Chinese 
people now upwards of several ten of years, during 
which time the unjust wealth ye have reaped ex- 
ceeds all calculation: this is a circumstance suffi- 
cient to arouse the general indignation of mankind, 
and which the laws of heaven can with difficulty 
scarce pardon. ; 

Formerly the prohibitions of our empire might 
still be considered indulgent, and therefore it was 
that from all our ports the sycee leaked out as the 
opium rushed in: now, however, the great emperor, 
on hearing of it, actually quivers with indignation, 
and before he will stay his hand the evil must be 
completely and entirely done away with. 

Respecting our own subjects, he who opens an 
opium shop, or who sells opium, is immediately 
put to death; and itis also in agitation whether or 
not to the mere smoker may not be accorded the 
extreme penalty of the law; and ye foreigners who 
come to our central land to reside, ought in reason 
to submit to our statutes, as do the natives of China 
themselves. 

Now I, the said imperial envoy, reside in Fokien, 
on the borders of the sea, and thoroughly under- 
stand all the arts and ingenious devices o i fo- 
reigners in all their bearings; so it is that I have to 
thank the great emperor for thus specially appoint- 
ing me as an officer who has frequently distin- 
guished himself by meritorious actions, to be a 
special commissioner for reducing to order these 
distant districts, and for taking measures with irre- 
sponsible authority to prevent the further influx of 
opium. Were Ito go back and sit in judgment on 
your reiterated crimes as relates to the selling of 
opium,—then indeed to spare you would be impos- 
sible; but, remembering that ye are foreigners from 
afar, and that hitherto ye may not have known that 
our laws are so severe, I nowclearly expound the 
statute to you, not bearing to slay you without 
previous instructive warning. 

I find that ye have now anchored at Lintin and 
other places, many store-ships, in which are several 
tens of thousand of chests of opium. Your inten- 
tion is todispose of them clandestinely, but ye re- 
member not how strict we are in making captures 
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at this port; how, then, will ye find people who 
will convey it for you any more? And seizures be- 
ing made with equal severity throughout every 
province in the empire, what other place have ye 
where ye dare to sell it off? This time opium is 
indeed prohibited and cannot circulate; every man 
knows that is a deadly poison; why then should ye 
heap it up in your foreign store-ships, and keep 
them there long anchored on the Bae sea; not 
only a hae? wasting much money by their heavy 
expenses, but exposing them to the chance of 
storms, of fire, and other accidents which no man 
can foresee? 

I, therefore, uniting all these circumstances, now 
issue this my edict, and when it reachers the said 
foreigners, let them immediately and with due re- 
spect in conformity thereto, take all the opium in 
these said store-ships, and deliver it up to the offi- 
cers of government; and allow the hong merchants 
to examine clearly, which man by name gives up 
so many chests; the total weight, so many catties 
and taels; and let (the hong merchants) make out 
a distinct list to that effect, and hand it up to the 
officers to be checked; that these officers may open- 
ly take possession of the whole, and have it burn- 
ed and destroyed, so as to cut off its power of 
doing mischief; a single atom must not be hidden 
or concealed; and at one and the same time let a 
duly prepared bond be drawn up, written in the 
Chinese and foreign character, stating clearly that 
the ships afterwards to arrive here shall never to all 
pila | dare to bring any opium;should anyship 
after this bring it, then her whole cargo on board 
is to be confiscated and her people put to death; 
and that they will willingly undergo it as the 

enalty of their crime; all this to be stated clear- 
y in the said bond. 

I have heard it said, that in the ordinary transac- 
tions of life, ye, the said foreigner, attach a great 
deal of importance to the words “good faith.” If, 
then, you will readily do as [ amcommanding you 
i.e. take that opium which has already comme, and 
deliver every atom of it up to the officers of govern- 
ment, and in relation to that opium not yet arrived, 
prevent it from ever coming here, and this will 
show that you really can feel contrition for your 
crime, aud fear the laws of the land: this, then, may 
spare your previous iniquities being raked up and 
brought againstyou. [, the imperial commissioner, 
will then forthwith consult with the governor and 
fooyuen that we may conjointly memorialise the 
great emperor, that he may grant you extraordina- 
ry indalgence, and that he not only forgive you 
your previous sins, but that he may also bestow 
upon you some proof of his favor so as to testify his 
oper vation of your contrition and repentance; and 
after this your trade may go on the sane as ever. 
Thus not losing by being good foreigners, and by 
means of an honorable traffic attaining to riches and 
honors: can any thing be more respectable than 
this? But if, on the other hand, you obstinately ad- 
here to your folly, and will not awake, if you think 
to borrow excuses to carry on your smuggling, or 
if you use the name of some sailor or other to bring 
it, and say that itdoes not concern you, or if you 
craftily say that you are going to take it to another 
country, or throw it into the sea, or if you wish to 
seize an opportunity for going to another province 
to sell it; or if you hope to stifle enquiry by giving 
up to the mandarins one or two chests out of ten, 
then all such procedures show that you havein your 
hearts a desire to oppose the laws, and to remain 
firmly wedded to your wickedness, without pros- 
pect of change; then I say, that although itis the 


maxim of our Chinese empire to treat with great, 


kindness and tenderness the men from afar, yet can 
we not suffer them to treat us with scorn and con- 


the new statute, punish them with the utmost se- 
verity, as we do our own people. 

Upon this occasion I, the imperial commissioner, 
being at Peking, in my own person received the 
emperor’s commands—the law when once uttered 
must be put in force! moreover, having brought 
with me these orders and this great irresponsible 
authority for prevention, they must be executed to 
the benefit of public business, and may not becom- 
pared with that careless examination and mode of 
acting that belong to ordinary matters. If the 
stream of opium cannot be cut off, I cannot return 
from this. I am sworn to have the same beginning 
and end (anglice to stand or fall) by the opium 
question. Thereis no such things as suspending 
my labors inthe middie. Moreover, I find that the 
indignation of the people of the inner land is al- 
most to a man roused against you; and if ye fo- 
reigners will not reform aud repent, if profit contin- 
ues to be your sole object, then it is not only with 
the majesty of our troops and the abundance of our 








people of the land to rise, and these would be more 
than sufficient utterly to annihilate you. Further, 
we should, as a temporary expedient, close the 
ships holds and as a final one shut up the port; and 
what difficulty would their be in cutting off your 
commerce forever? Our Chinese empire covers 
many tens of thousands of miles in extent, every 
sort of produce is there heaped up and running 
over, we have no occasion to borrow any thing from 
you foreigners; but I fear that were we to stop the 
intercourse, the plans for doing business (and ob- 
taining profit) of every one of our countries would 
at that moment come to an end! Ye foreign traders, 
who have come from distant countries, how. is it 
that you have not yet found out the difference be- 
tween the pains of toil and the sweets of ease? the 
great distance betwixt the power of the few and 
the power of the many? 

In reference to those vagabond foreigners who 
reside in the foreign hongs and are in the habit of 
selling opium, I already know their names full well, 
and those good foreigners who do not deal in opi- 
um, I am no less acquainted with them also Those 
who can point out the vagabond foreigners and 
compel them to deliver up their opium, those who 
first step forward and give the bond before spoken 
of, these are the good foreigners, and [, the impe- 
rial envoy, willspeedily bestow upon them some 
distinguishing mark of my approbation. Woe 
and happiness, disgrace or honor, are in your 
hands!—It is ye yourselves who select for your- 
selves. 

I have now ordered the hong merchants to go to 
your factories, and explain the matter to you; and 
I have limited 3 days within which they must let 
me havea reply, and at the same time produce the 
duly-prepared bond afore-mentioned. 

Wait till [ have consulted the viceroy and fooy- 
uen, when we shall clearly proclaim the time with- 
in which the opium must be delivered up. 

Do not indulge in the idle delay and expectation, 
which will only lead to a vain repentance. A spe- 
cial edict.—Taoukwang, 19th year, 2nd moon, 4th 
day.—18th March, 1839. 

The following letter from Macao, announces that 
the trade has been stopped:— 

Macao, March 25, 1839. 

Matters appear to be fast hastening to a crisis in 
this port with regard to the opium trade, and I hope 
the result willbe the opening of the empire. The 
commissioner now in Canton has taken hold of the 
business as none of his predecessors have ever 
done, and the Chinese yovernment has shown a 
good deal of strength. On the 22d the trade was 
stopped, and no foreigners allowed to leave Canton, 
and the next day the officer a::d a posse of soldiers 
entered the factory of Dent & Co. demanuing Mr. 
Dent for his contumacy in not leaving the country 
at the orders of the emperor. 

Mr. Dent not being present, Mr. Inglis went into 
the city with the officer, accoinpanied by Thom 
and Morrison as interpreters. Elliott sent around 
a circular on the 23d in Macao, stating that he had 
ordered the English part of the opium fleet back to 
Hougkong, in pong me with the Sarne sloop of 
war, and there to put themselves ina state of de- 
fence. He left Macao for Canton the same even- 
ing, in order to demand passports for all British sub- 
jects to leave Canton, but we have not yet heard 
the result. Most of the Lintin fleet have been in 
Macao roads for the last few days, and to-day the 
opium in Macao is all being re-embarked on board 
ship as the commissioner has threatened to search 
all the houses in Macao for it. 

The Port government has received orders to fit 


}up a house for the commissioner, and they are 


} é | making ready the tavern on the Praya Grande, near 
tempt; but shall immediately in conformity with: 


the landing place, for his reception. There are 29 
war junks anchored inthe roads. The people in 
Macao are in great trouble, for if the opium trade 
is cut off from the place, they have a sad prospect 
of starvation, or at least great misery before them. 
But in the eradication of an evil of the magnitude 
cf this trade, we must expect much distress: if the 
effect is healing of the empire ina measure of a 
dreadly evil, the distress bears a small proportion to 
the ood. It is estimated that there are a thousand 
chests in the place, and property amounting to 20 
millions on board ship, all of which it is expected 
will go to Singapore. 
THE CULTIVATION OF OPIUM. 

In India the extent of territory occupied with the 
poppy, and the amount of population and capital 
engaged in its cultivation and in the preparation of 
opium, are far greater than in any other part of the 
world. Malwa, Benares and Behar (Patna) are 
the chief localities; and nearly every chest of the 
drug exported from India bears one of their names, 


forces by land and water that we may sweep you! according to the part of the country in which it was 


off, but we have merely to call upon the common! produced. 


About one-half of the whole product 





of India is obtained from Malwa. Though the 
chiefs of Malwa are under British protection, the 
management of the soil is entirely beyond the com. 
pany’s authority, and both the cultivation of the 
poppy and the production of opium are free. The 
traffic in the drug is also free, excepting “transit 
duties” which are levied upon it when passin 
through the British territories, as most of it does 
on its way to Bombay, from whence it is exported 
to China. But in Benares, Behar and throughout 
all the territories within the company’s jurisdiction 
the cultivation of the poppy, the preparation of the 
drug and the traffic in it, until it is brought to Cal. 
cutta, and sold by auction for exportation, are up. 
der a strict monopoly. Should an individual up. 
dertake the cultivation, without having “entered 
into engagements with the government to deliver 
the produce at the fixed rate,” his property would 
be immediately attached, and the ryot® compelled 
either to destroy his poppies, or give securities for 
the faithful delivery of the product. Nay, accord. 
ing toa late writer, “the growing of opium is com. 
pulsory on the part of the ryot.” Advances are 
made by government, through its native ser. 
vants, and if a ryot refuses the advance, “the sim. 
ple plan of throwing the rupees into his house js 
adopted; should he attempt to abscond, the peons 
seize him, tie the advance up in his clothes ani 
push him into his house. The business being now 
settled, and there being no remedy, he applies him. 
self, as he may, to the fulfilment of his contract.” 
Vast tracts of land, formerly occupied with other 
articles, are now covered with poppies, which re. 
quire @ very superior soil in order to produce opium 
in perfection. Hence, its cultivation has not ex. 
tended over waste and barren Jands, but info those 
districts and villages best fitted for agricultural pur. 
poses, where other plants, ‘‘grown from time imme- 
morial,’? have been driven out before it. But 
thongh poppies are now spread over a wide extent 
of territory, the cultivation is still, as it has long 
been, rapidly on the increase. In 1821, in the sin. 
gle district of Sarun, belonging to the province of 
Behar, there were, according to the testimony of 
Mr. Kennedy, (many years collector of the land 
revenue and deputy opium agent in that district), 
between 15,000 and 20,000 bigahs of land (about 
one-third of an acre ber bigah), then under culti- 
vation. In 1829, the amount was nearly or quite 
doubled, and the produce, in the meantime, had in- 
creased in a still. greater degree. ’ ° . 


The mode of cultivation pursued in the «Patna 
district”? may afford a good idea of that which ob- 
tains in other places. The ryot having selected a 
piece of ground, always preferring ( ceteris paribus) 
that which is nearest his house, encloses it with a 
fence. He then, by repeated ploughings, makes it 


completely fine, and removes all the weeds and § 


grass. Next he divides the field into two or more 
divisions, by small dikes of mould running length- 
ways and crossways, according to the slope and na- 
ture of the ground. He afterwards divides the 
field into smaller squares by other dikes leading 
from the principal ones. <A pit or sort of well, is 
dug about ten feet deep at one end of the field, 
from which, by a leathern bucket, water is raised 
into one of the principal dikes, and in this way itis 
carried into every part of the field as required. 
This irrigation is necessary, because the cultivation 
is carried on in the dry weather. The seed is sown 
in November, and the juice is collected in Februa- 
ry and March, during a period usually of about 
six weeks. Throughout the whole process the ry- 
ot is assisted by his family and servants, both wo- 
men and children. As soon asthe plants spring 
up, the weeding and watering commence, and aie 
continued till the poppies come to maturity. Per 
pendicular cuts or scratches are then made in the 
rind of the bulbous heads, with a muscle-shell, 
found in all the tanks of the country. From thesé 
cuts the juice exudes, and is daily collected and 
delivered to the local officers. This is a very teal 
ous process, requiring constant attention. When 
the poppies are exhausted, their color changes from 
green to white. The seeds contain no opium, 4 

the labors of the season are now closed. The cul: 
tivator receives about three and ahalf rupees (5): 
dis. 1.65) for each seert of the poppy juice, which 
is required to be of a specific consistency. TH! 
must be such that a gomastah can take it out of {he 


vessel in which it is brought for delivery by the 'Y- | 


ot, and turn it over without its dropping off his 
hand; if it is not sufficiently dry to admit of this, 
it is either returned to the ryot for further evapora: 
tion, or an additional quantity must be delivered 1 
make up the deficiency. 


The lands under cultivation are measured eve!y 
year, and their boundaries fixed, in order to preven 
a ae 





*The ryot is the immediate cultivator of the soil. 
tThe seer==1 Ib. 13 oz. 13-866 dr. avoirdupois. 
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collision among those to whom they are assigned. 
The government annually enters into an engage- 
ment with the cultivators, through au intermediate 
agency, constructed in the following manner: There 
is first a collector, who is a European; 2ndly, there 
are gomasthas, a superior class of men, both in edu- 
ration and caste; 3rdly, sudder mattus, a respecta- 
ble ¢class of landholders; 4thly, villagers mattus, 
the principal villagers, a little superior to the ryots; 
and Sthly, the ryots, the chief laborers, in the cul- 
tivation of poppies. The ‘engagement” entered 
into with the government is this: when the poppy 
is ripe, and immediately before the period of ex- 
tracting the juice, the gumastah and his establish- 
ment make a circuit of the country, and form ‘by 
guess,” a probable estimate of the produce of each 
field. He then makes the ryot enter into an en- 
yagement with him to deliver the quantity thus es- 
timated, and as much more as the field will yield, 
at the price previously fixed; if he fails to deliver 
the estimated quantity, and the collector has reason 
to suppose he has embezzled the deficiency, he is 
empowered by law to prosecute the ryot in the civil 
court for damages. ay 

The product in India, for the last year, it is said, 
amounts to about 35,000 chests. The Malwa ave- 
rages about 134 Ibs. per chest; the other 116 Ibs. 
The weight of a chest, however, varies, and is 
sometimes 140 lbs. In Turkey, the product may 
be 2,000 or more chests, annually. In regard to 
China, we have only the testimony of the council- 
lor Choo Tsun, respecting his native province 
Yunnaw. The poppy, he says, is cultivated all 
over the hills and open champaign, and the quantity 
of opium annually produced there cannot be less 
than several thousand chests. 

From the foregoing statements, derived chiefly 
from official documents, the reader will be able to 
form some opinion as to the extent of territory 
and the amount of population and capital now de- 
voted to the production of opium. Taking into 
account the whole of Turkey, China and India, it 
will be seen that many thousand acres, with millions 
of the inhabitants, are employed in the cultivation of 
poppies. Iniquilies of the opium trade. 


THE SOLDIERS OF THE REVOLUTION. 

Remarks of Mr. J. L. Tillinghast, at the table with 
the soldiers of ’76, at Providence, R. I. on the 4th 
of July last. 

Mr. Tillinghast, being called upon by the presi- 
dent, said that in the presence of these venerable 
relics of our heroic age, it was difficult to comprise 
within the limits of a toast any satisfactory portion 
of the thoughts that crowd the mind, or of the feel- 
ings that fill the heart. These hoary heads are in- 
deed crowns of glory; and this day of triumph— 
which we are celebrating with so many marks of 
just and reverent gladness in our temples and at our 
festivals—is peculiarly and emphatically their day: 
for they, with their compatriots, made it what it is. 
Annually they come up to our altars, and partake 
in the solemnities with which a succeeding genera- 
tien commemorates the transactions by which they 
marked their own as an era in time, and a perpetu- 
al theme for grateful and exalted contemplation. 
We greet them with reverence and joy. We owe 
them such words of acknowledgment as may assist 
their aged spirits to realize the certainty of their 
fame. But we feel that there is one reflection 
which casts a melancholy shade over the otherwise 
unalloyed enjoyment of such ascene; itis, that they 
annually come up with diminished numbers, and 
exhibit those sad vacancies in their line which 
their can be no substitutes to fill, WhenI heard 
the sentiment which was just now expressed at this 
board, that as their ranks were thinned by time we 
should be more ready and proud to do them honor, | 
was struck with its fitness. Few have they become, 
aud still fewer will they soon be, upon whom we 
can look as the representatives of their brotherhood; 
their individual value rises in proportion to the 
diminuition of their number; and, in this respect, 
let them be tous as the sacred books of the Siby! of 
Cume. Of those, you know, sir, the tradition is, 
thaCan ancient woman brought to Tarquin, king of 
Rome, a number of volumes inscribed with sacred 
characters, mysteriously charged with the fate and 
future fortunes of the Roman people, demanding 
for them a price which he deemed extravagant and 
would not pay. She retired, and, after consigning 
three of the volumes to the flames, returned, de- 
Manding the same price for those which remained; 
which was again refused. She repeated this work 
of partial destruction, and her still unsuccessful de- 
mand, until the number was reduced to three, when 

he king, alarmed by the idea that he was losing a 
treasure which he had not known how to appreciate, 
gladly purchased the remaining three at the original 
Price of the whole. Sir, the army of the revolution 
Was composed of characters charged with the fate and 








fortunes of the American people—and of more than 
the American people. The few who are spared to 
this day are venerable and sacred remains. We 
behold now less than thirty, and there will soon be 
less than three. But we will value the survivors, 
aud I trust we do value them, as the last, the unex- 
changeable representatives of the value of the ori- 
ginal whole. 

I believe it would rejoice the hearts of all here to 
witness in our day the erection of some national 
monument which would carry to aftertimes an im- 
perishable record of the men to whom we owe our 
independence, and of the estimation in which we 
hold them and their achievement. Our whole coun- 
try is, perhaps, not sufficiently sensible of the real 
value of such permanent memorials, when reared 
by a common effort, and commemorative of charac- 
ters and events that constitute a common glory. In 
a suitable structure of this sort, the citizens of an 
extended country would feel that they had one 
more pledge of union, and a perpetual incentive of 

ublic virtue. It argued knowledge of our nature 
in the ancients, to represent in sculpture, upon tri- 
umphal columns, the great transactions they wished 


‘to commemorate, and the forms and features of 


those who were engaged inthem. {fam not sug- 
gesting such a monument as a splendid fancy has 
conceived, and a most rich and powerful eloquence 
has described, upon the base of which, sinking to 
Tartarus, the oppressors night read their infamy; I 
would not desire that the base of such a monument 
should rest in a region of guilt and penance; nor, 
were it possible, would it be necessary that its capi- 
tal should ascend to heaven to show the sainted pa- 
triots that they have triumphed; for there, we must 
believe, they know it. But, when the means of 
this nation are commensurate with the wish, I 
would gladly see a monument on which, at least, 
the name of every man who gave his person to his 
country, in her great day of trial, should be in- 
scribed in marble. And I should be proud to point 
out, on a conspicuous part of such a monument, the 
very large proportionate space which would be oc- 
cupied by the names of the men of Rhode Island. 
Amongst ourselves, upon this day of remem- 
brance, we may, without vain glory, but with pride 
sanctioned by the strictest justice, remind each 
other of the titles of Rhode Island to a bright and 
broad page in the annals of those times. And at 
this our annual meeting with these white-headed 
vetreans of Rhode Island line, I should deem it a 
oes of duty towards them for some one at this ta- 
le to revive in their recollections the particulars of 
mauy scenes and events in which they and their de- 
parted comrades acquired honor for themselves and 
for their state, had not that duty been so faithfully 
and so beautifully performed in the public exercis- 
es to which they have this day already listened. 
For they must be left in doubt whether after- 
times will, on all fit occasions, remember that, from 
the lighting of that first beacon fire—that blazing 
harbinger of the revolution—which was kindled 
upon the waters of the Narragansett, to the crown- 
ing act which brought the great drama to a close 
by the capture of the last remaining hostile army, 
the spirit of Rhode Island was signalizing itself by 
acts of hardihood and splendor, as well as by suffer- 
ings and toil, in every region, ou every element, 
and at every period of the war. The first blood 
drawn from the veins of a British officer in that 
ome quarrel was drawn by a shot from a Rhode 
sland musket, upon our own waves, within sight 
from the tower of that temple where we have this 
morning heard the scenes and principles of the re- 
volution so eloquently reviewed by the orator of the 
day. The owner ofthat musket still lives in honor 
amongst us, still characterized by the native reso- 
lution which the lapse of sixty seven years from 
that time has not been able to extinguish or abate.* 
The first sword that waved in triumph upon the 
surmounted rampart at Yorktown was a Rhode 
Island sword. The owner of that sword as he 
clambered up the work, received upon his hands 
and arms the stabs of the bayunets that were aimed 
at his life, and having gained the summit, and 
planted himself firmly there, he lifted his sword 
aloft in his bleeding hand, and called aloud to 
friends and foes, ‘capt. Stephen Olney’s company 
forms here.” 


To these specimens, marking the commencement 
and close of the great contest, Rhode Island can 
point amongst hersons. They are specimens of men 
of the revolution—a race of men who by their pa- 
tient and more difficult conrage which manfully en- 
counters suffering and privation, and disappoint- 
ment, and disaster, and endures to the end, as well 
as by valor in the field, and sagacity in council, 


—~_ 





*The owner was not the person who fired it. It 
was taken up suddenly, and discharged by another 
of the party in the boat with him. 





have fairly won for themselves the place they hold 
in the estimation of mankind. 


But it was my intention, in the sentiment which 
I shall offer, to turn the thoughts of this company 
to another class of heroic minds—another race of 
devoted patriots—in whose contributions and gener- 
ous sacrifices, in whose sufferings and tears, the 
foundations of our independence were also laid. If 
in that time of trial man did all his part, woman, 
also, did all hers. With a spirit as high, and with 
an inward fire as holy and as strong as ever lighted 
man or woman to the sternest or most exalted duty, 
the American matron and daughter, sister and wite, 
went to the unwonted tasks, and placed themselves 
in the path of the deeper afflictions that arose and 
multiplied with the events of the conflict. The 
mansion and the cottage, the garden and the field, 
were every where mute witnesses of their ener 
and their endurance. Let it not be thought that 
while man was called to more conspicuous action, 
and to more public sacrifices and griefs, the task of 
woman was comparatively easy or her burden light. 
Not so, not so; her cup of bitterness, as well as her 
measure of duty, was full and overflowing. Did 
not the virgin suffer when, generously sacrificing 
her private happiness to a proud sense of public 
duty, she postponed the holy contract to which her 
faith and her affections were plighted until she 
could receive in a husband a faithful soldier who 
had performed his whole tour of service for the 
war? Did not the wife suffer when with her own 
hands she armed the father of her children and sent 
him forth to his battles—calling up in her bosom 
the same spirit which een the spartan matron 
to say to her son, as she gave him his shield, ‘‘re- 
turn bearing this, or borne upon it??? Did she not 
suffer when encountering in solitude the privations 
of her once cheerful home, she turned her hands 
not only to womanly, but to manly toil, to provide 
support for her offspring, or comforts for her ab- 
sent and suffering lord? Did she not suffer when 
she went forth to the field and laid her ear to the 
ground to listen to the sounds of distant battle, feel- 
ing that every sound which came faintly upon the 
breeze, or found more distinct conveyance through 
the vibrations of the solid soil, might be the voice 
of the fate of a son or a father, a brother or a hus- 
band? Did she not suffer when she saw the partner 
of her affections toil-worn and spent in war, with 
poverty for his present portion; and povertyfor his 
probable future destiny? Did she not suffer when, 
in many an instance, she saw him descend to the 
grave, honored bnt still unrequited by the country 
he contributed to save? And has she not suffered 
in the long, sad widowhood which such events 
have provided for her, and which in many still re- 
maining instances is the only provision she owes to 
her country? Sir, the females who were connected 
with the trials of the revolution were a noble army 
of martyrs. And when I hear the cold and miser- 
ly objections which are urged against a provision 
for all those who survive as bereaved relicts of de- 
parted soldiers, I cannot but feel that such objec- 
tions are unworthy of the land which has so largely 
profited by their sacrifices and sufferings. 


{ will propose a sentiment to which I know 
these axed men about me will readily respond: for 
it is our nature, as well as our language, which 
unites and expresses, by the same word, valor in 
the field with devotion to the fair—and that gal- 
lantry for which they have ever been distinguished 
still belongs to them in both senses of the word. 


The widow of the soldiers of the revolution—Let 
her find in the grateful piety of her country some 
recompense fur her sacrifices, and a solace for her 
domestic desolation. 





THE BALL AT CAMP WASHINGTON. 

On Thursday night a military ball was given by 
the officers stationed at Camp Washington. As it 
was understood that very extensive preparations 
were in progress for the fete, it became a subject of 
much conversation, and for the satisfaction of those 
who did not attend, we offera few hasty words of 
description. 

The ground, which was very suitable for the pur- 

ose, was rendered strikingly romantic, as it exhi- 
Bited from the Trenton road, numberless lights amon 
the tents and trees. As the company assembled, 
rockets were constantly sent up in beautiful variety. 
The arrangements for dancing, and the accommo- 
dation of the guests, were planned with tasteful in. 
genuity, and executed with admirable skill. Several 
large tents extending over a smooth temporary floor- 
ing, presented an ample space for exercise. 

Around and along the middle of the room numer- 
ous handsome lamps were suspended decorated with 
leaves and flowers. At intervals devices of arms 
and musical instruments, draped with the colors of 
the regiments and national flags, were hung against 
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the trees and supports within the enclosure. The 
sides too were festooned with the stripes and stars, 
and wreaths of laurel and other grateful foliage com 

pleted the classic decorations of the ample canvass. 

Owing to the unfavorable appearance of the sky 
through the day, the guests were less numerous than 
had been expected. About fifteen hundred invita- 
tions had been sent to various parts of the country, 
but those who had the pleasure of attending did not 
exceed a few hundred. 

Amends however were made, in the great com. 
fort which an excessive crowd would: have dimi- 
nished. By ten o’clock the ladies had all arrived, 
and when the dancing commenced, to the playing of 
an excellent band, the scene was highly picturesque 
and most agreeably exciting. It seemed as if the 
gallant managers had selected the fairest of their 
country womento grace the tented field. As we 
surveyed the numerous and lovely groups, we had 
full faith in the saying, that “the American women 
are the most beautiful in the world.” ‘Their dresses 
too in the present tastefu) fashion, and the rich uni- 
forms of the officers, enhanced the attractive variety 
of the spectacle. 

_ Before twelve o’clock supper was announced, and 
the company passed to another area, erected and or- 
namented similarly to that appropriatec for dancing. 
There, two very long tables, united by a third at the 
top, were covered with a splendid and luxurious dis- 
play of fruits and confectionary. Every thing was 

rofuse and excellent, and was arranged by Mr. 
Pariindon in astyle most creditable to his ideas of 
such artificial beauty. Flowing glasses and bright 
eyes sparkled around the sumptuous board, and 
young hearts beat lightly to glad melodies. As the 
night waned and quadrilies were resumed, a few re- 
tired, but morning almost stood tiptoe upon the 
inisty mountain top, before the sentry was left alone 
upon his watch. 

The large company which thus enjoyed the libe- 
raland elegant hospitality of the officers of Camp 
Washington, will long bear it in pleasing and grate- 
ful recollection. [ National Gazeite. 


IMPORTANT LAW CASE. 
THE WHALE SHIPS. 

From the New York Journal of Commerce. 
United States circuit court—Aug. 3d. Judge Betts 
presiding. 

The United States vs. Charles Jenkins and others. 

The defendants were indicted for an endavor to 
make a revolt on board the whaling ship Georgia, 
of New London, capt. J. P. Hall, She was regu- 
larly registered as an American vessel, but not 
licensed, and was on a fishing voyage in the south 
Atlantic ocean, when the offence occurred. 

Evidence was adduced on the part of the prose- 
cution which proved that the prisoners had refused 
to obey the captain’s orders, and acted in such a 
way as to clearly come under the legal definition of 
atiemetng to make a revolt. 

Counsel for the prisoners raised two objections, 
first, that the United States district attorney must 
prove the American character of the vessel, by the 
production of the custom house papers. Secondly, 
that a registered vessel] was not authorised to en- 
gage in the fisheries, and therefore the defendants 
could not be charged with any offence committed 
on board her. 

The district attorney contended that, according 
to the law of 1835, it was only necessary to show 
that the vessel was de fucto an American vessel, 
owned by American citizens, claiming to be, and 
in fact being an American vessel. And that 
although deprived of the privileges of American 
vessels, according to our revenue laws, she must 
still be considered an American vessel according to 
the law of 1835, whether she was de jure or not an 
American vessel, Secondly, that a register was 
sufficient for this purpose, and that it was not ne- 
cessary, by the act of 1793, to take out a licence 
unless for the purpose of obtaining certain privi- 
leges and immunities, but that her not having done 
so, did not render her the less an American vessel, 
“on if not de jure. 

‘he court charged the jury. The defendants 
have put in only a general plea of not guilty, but 
they have also aright to avail themselves of any 
thing which goes to show they are not guilty. It 
is therefore not sufficient to merely prove their con- 
duct criminal, in the abstract, but it must be also 
shown that the act which they have committed is 
made criminal by law. 

_The defendants now take the ground, that the 
duty, an alledged breach of which they are being 
tried for, was not obligatory on them, and that 
therefore this court has no jurisdiction over them, 
and cannot take cognizance of their conduct, while 
they were on board that vessel. 

If this court were to act solely on its own im- 
pression it could entertain no doubt or hesitation in| 





relation to the question.—Because ever since 1789, 
and 1793, prosecutions of this sort have been fre- 
quently before this court, and it has always exer- 
cised jurisdiction over them, and the prisoners, if 
convicted, have been invariably punished. The 
court would therefore feel itself fully warranted in 
adhering to that interpretation of the law, which it 
had heretofore given, if it had not been suspended 
by an expose of a high character, 


It appears that within the last two months, a 
question has been raised in Rhode Island, whether 
wen on board a whale ship, circumstanced as the 
one now in question, are amenable to the laws of 
the United States fur certain breaches of discipline. 
And that court decided that they are not. This 
court, however, entertains a different opinion; but, 
in deference to the respected authority which has 
judged otherwise, we shall not now pass upon the 
question without further consideration, but put it 
in a shape in which it can be finally determined. 
And if it appears that this court has been so long 
in error, we shall of course alter our view of the 
law, but if we consider ourselves right, we shall 
continue to entertain the same opinion, until it is 
corrected, not by a court of co-ordinate jurisdic- 
tion, highly as we respect it, but by that court which 
can alone overrule us, which is the supreme court 
of the United States. The court of Rhode Island 
and this court, possess but the same authority, and 
neither of them have power to lay down rules for 
the guidance of the other, except as advisary. We, 
however, look to the court of Rhode Island with 

reat respect, and if that court had been the first to 
ay down the rule in relation to this question, we 
would readily conclude to decide as that court has 
decided, until the court at Washington determined 
the matter. But this court bas for nearly forty 
years decided differently, and it now becomes a 
question whether this court have laid down the rule 
correctly, or that the more recent decision shall be 
adopted as the right one. 


The question then arises thus. The law says, 
that if American seamen commit certain acts, they 
are subject tobe prosecuted, and other laws require 
certain preliminary conditions to be complied with, 
before vessels can possess certain privileges and ad- 
vantages. Andif the rule Jaid down by the court 
of Rhode Island is correct, it may go no further 
than this, that all vessels sailing with a register, 
must pay duties on oil and skins, like foreign ves- 
sels, and be liable to the inconveniences and disad- 
vantages of foreign vessels, and yet the seamen on 
board them be subject and amenable to the laws of 
the United States. 


This court will now lay down its view of the law 
in such a broad and comprehensive way as will suf- 
fice to have the question finally determined. 

I lay it down as a rule of law, that persons are 
subject to criminal prosecutions for offences com- 
mittec on board American vessels, on the high seas, 
or in foreign ports, and that the ownership of the 
vessel determines her international character, with- 
in the interpretation of these Jaws. And that the 
ownership may be proved in the same manner as 
that of any other chattel, and that it is not necessa- 
ry for the public prosecutor to produce any docu- 
mentary evidences. Such has been the uniform 
course of decision in this circuit for years past, and 
the principle seems to be distinctly recognised (5 
Wheat, 199). It is therefore sufficient to prove by 
parole evidence that the vessel was owned by Ame- 
rican citizens. 


Whatever effect the want of a license, and pro- 
ceeding on a fishing voyage undera register, may 
have as to the privileges and advantages of the ship 
under our revenue laws, her being docuinented with 
the one or the other improperly, does not denation- 
alize the vessel. She may be subject to duties and 
disabilities at the custom house, as if not document- 
ed at all, or as if she was a foreign vessel, but no 
act of congress takes away her intrinsic character 
of American property. But the court will go fur- 
ther, and say that vessels under a register, and not 
having a license, can be legally employed ona 
whaling voyage, and can come into American ports 
without subjecting themselves to the disadvantages 
or disabilities of foreign vessels. And that these 
vessels which go tothe south Atlantic ocean, onght 
to be admitted on paying American tonnage duties, 
and no duty on the oil; and that the statute which 
requires a license refers to a different sort of trade. 

The jury, bearing in mind these propositions, 
will now retire to consider the evidence, and deter- 
mine on the guilt of the defendants. {f the jury 
finds them guilty, the court will suspend their sen- 
tence until the case is fully argued before the judges. 

The jury retired for a few minutes, and brought 
in a verdict of guilty against all the prisoners. 





For the United States, the district attorney, Mr. 
Butler. For the prisoners, Mr. Nash. 
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THE CASE OF MR. RIDGWAY. 

The case of Mr. Ridgway, of Philadelphia, upon 
a writ of habeas corpus, sued out on the occasion of 
bail being demanded of him for his appearatice tg 
answer a criminal charge, in connexion with the late 
bankruptcy of T. W. Dyott & Co. has, in conse. 
quence of the character and standing of the citizen 
thus charged, excited so much and so generally the 
public attention, that it is supposed our readers nay 
be desirous to know the particulars of the imputa- 
tion upon Mr. R. and of his acquittal of it. For 
this and other reasons, we copy the following froin 
the Philadelphia papers. 


[ Reported for the Public Ledger.} 
COMMONWEALTH Us. JACOB RIDGWAY. 
Court of Common Pleas—before judges King, Ran- 
dall and Jones. Habeus corpus. 

The defendant had been bound over by the mayor 
to answer the charge ofa ‘conspiracy with Dr. 
Dyott to defraud the community,” and, refusing to 
give bail to the mayor, was committed to the custo- 
dy of Willis H. Blaney, one of the high constables, 
and immediately sued out this writ of habeas corpus, 
The testimony onthe part of the commonwealth 
was produced, and the case fully argued on both 
sides by counsel, and on Saturday, August 3d, 1839, 
the defendant was discharged, the judges giving 
their opinions seriatim, all coming to the conclusion 
that the defendant could not be holden over to an- 
swer. 


Judge Randall, who presided on this trial, deliver- 
ed his opinion as follows: 

The writ of habeas corpus in this case was direct- 
ed to Willis H. Blaney, one of the high constables 
of the city of Philadelphia, who returned that he held 
the relator in custody by virtue of a commitment 
signed by the mayor, charging him “with a conspi- 
racy with Thomas W. Dyott to defraud the commu- 
nity,”’ &e. 

A preliminary exception was made by the coun- 
sel for the commonwealth to the regularity or pro- 
priety of the writin the first instance, which, if well 
founded, will prevent the necessity of any further 
examination of the cause, and place the relator in 
the situation he was in at the time the writ issued. 

It is said that because the defendant was not ac- 
tually in prison, and he being able to give the secu- 
rity required, (his own recognizance only having 
been demanded by the mayor), his case is not with- 
in the letter or spirit of the habeas corpus act. It 
is admitted that in cases where the committing ma- 
gistrate has no authority to take bail, a habeas cor- 
pus may issue to the constable or other officer hav- 
ing the defendant in charge; but a distinction is en- 
deavored to be drawn between such a case andone 
in which the magistrate may take bail and the party 
be able to procure it. [am unable to perceive any 
such distinction; on the contrary, I think the case 
both within the spirit and letter of the act. 

The object of the habeas corpus act was to pre- 
vent any wrongful or illegal restraint of personal li- 
berty; and whenever a person is deprived of the 
privilege of going when and where he pleases, he is 
restrained of his liberty, and has aright to inquire 
if that restraint be illegal and wrongful, whether it 
be a jailer, constable, or private individual. Itis 
not necessary that the degradation of being incarce- 
rated in aprison should be undergone to entitle any 
citizen who may consider himself unjustly charged 
with a breach of the laws to a hearing. The whole 
spirit of the law isin favor of liberty, and, if the 
words were doubtful, it should be construed liberally 
in favor of that blessing. But the case is also with- 
in the strict letter of the law. The actdeclares, “if 
any person shali be or stand committed or detained 
for any criminal or supposed criminal matter, un- 
less for treason or felony,” &c. he shall (in vaca- 
tion) apply toa judge, who is required to award 
and grant a writ of habeas corpus, to be “directed 
to the person or persons in whose custody the priso- 
ner is detained;” and “the officer, sheriff, jailer, 
keeper, or other person whatsoever to whom the 
same shall be directed,” is required to bring the 

risoner before the judge who awards the writ— 

his, and some other portions of our habeas corpus 
act, have been copied from the British statute ot 
°81, case 2, ch. 2, under which it has been express- 
ly decided that a constable is within that provision 
of it which imposes a penalty for refusing a copy of 
the commitment. (1 Strange, 126). And in one 0 
the cases cited in another part of this examination 
by the counsel for the commonwealth, ona charge 
similar to the present, (conspiracy), the habeas cor 
pus was issued by the chief justice, and directed to 
a constable, who made the return. 

This point being disposed of, it becomes necessa- 
ry to consider what is the offence with which the 
relator is charged, and what is the evidence exhibil- 
ed in its support, 
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At the commencement of the hearing, the counsel 
for the commonwealth stated five distinct and spe- 
cific charges, or what, perhaps, may properly be 
terined counts; but, in conclusion, these were re- 
duced to three, viz: 

1. Conspiracy te established an unlawful bank. 

2. Conspiracy to support an unlawful bank, with 
a false capital. 

3. Conspiracy to support an unlawful bank, with 
a false capital, knowing the representation of capital 
to be false. 

And each of these with a view to cheat and de- 
fraud the citizens of this commonwealth. 

Itappears to be conceded that the English doc- 
trine of conspiracy is in a great degree in force in 
Pennsylvania, and that a conspiracy to cheat may 
be punished here by indictment, although in at least 
one of our sister states it has been held that no con- 
spiracy to commit a civil injury can be punished 
criminally, untess the act, if done by an individual, 
would be the subject of an indictment. {4 Hat- 
stead, 293.) 

To make the conspiracy an indictable offence, 
even in England, there must be either a direct in- 
tention that injury shall result from it, or the object 
must be to benefit the conspirators to the prejudice 
of the public or the oppression of individuals. And 
as this is a class of cases in which direct and positive 
proof can seldoin be obtained, resort must be had to 
the acts and declarations of the parties, to prove as 
well the combination as the motives of the parties 
entering into it. 

In the present case, it is not alleged there is any 
direct proof ef criminal combination; but, for the 
purpose of establishing it, the commonwealth has 
given in evidence the testimony of the relator as 
given by him before the insolvent court on the ap- 
plication of Thomas W. Dyott for the benfit of the 
insolvent laws in February last, some other docu- 
mentary evidence, and has examined a number of 
witnesses; from all of which it appears that some 
time prior to the 9th of May, 1836, Thomas W. 
Dyott established a banking institution in the city 
of Philadelphia by the name of the Manual Labor 
bank, on that day (9th May) executed a bond and 
warrant of attorney to Stephen Simpson, Sainuel 8S. 
Sneyd, Peter A. Calder, and John A. Rowe, in the 
penalty of $500,000, stating that “he had already 
issued, and was about to issue, his certain promisso- 
ry notes for various sums of money,” and had “al- 
ready received, and is also about to receive aud 
hold in deposite, such sums of money as shall be 
left and deposited with him at his said banking 
house.”” The condition of the bond was for the 
faithful payment and discharge of those notes and 
deposites, or, in default thereof, execution to issue 
against his real estate. Judgment was entered on 
his bond in the district court for the city and coun- 
ty of Philadelphia on the llth of May, 1836, and 
the warrant of attorney filed. 

In April, 1837, a run was commenced on the 
bank by the note holdersand depositors, which Dr. 
Dyott was unable to meet without assistance. He 
then applied to the relator (who had before that 
time occasionally discounted his notes or loaned him 
money) for aid. The relator agreed to advance 
inoney from time to tine on receiving satisfactory 
security for its repayment, and on the 6th of April, 
1837, Doct. Dyott executed his bond and warrant 
of attorney in faverof the relator in the penalty of 
$40,000, conditioned forthe payment of such mo- 
heys as might be advanced to hii: and as a further 
security, on the 7th of April, 1837, Dr. D. assigned 
to the relator an invoice of glass ware said to be 
in stores in Second, above Arch street, and valued 
by Dr. D. at $93,899 26. The run on the bank 
continued until the general suspension of specie 
a in May, 1837. During that time the re- 
ator advanced about $30,000. His whole advance 
during the year 1837 being in the neighborhood of 
$50,000. 

On the 19th of May, 1837, Messrs. Simpson, Sneyd, 
and others, executed an assignment of the bond for 
$500,000 to the relator, to hold the same ‘“‘in trust 
for the uses and purposes” in the said bond mention- 
ed: this assignment was entered on record on the 
22d of May, 1837, and the judginent marked to the 
use of the relator. The existence of the bond asa 
security for the bank had been published in the news- 
papers, but without the names of the obligees or 
trustees. Soon after the assignment, the advertise- 
nent was altered by Dr. Dyott, inserting the name of 
“Jacob Ridgway, trustee and bond holder.” 

Dr. Dyott was the owner of considerable real es- 
tate which he valued at $200,000, though the rela- 
tor never considered it worth one-third of that sum, 
and on one occasion told the doctor that it woulc not 
bring $50,000. What was in reality the value of 
it does not appear. He also possessed considerable 
personal property, but on the Ist of July, 1837, he 
assigned ail his stock (including the glass ware 


which had been assigned as collateral security to 
the relator) toJ. B. & C. W. Dyott, his son and 
nephew, for the nominal sum of $150,000. When 
the transfer became known to the relator does not 
appear, further than as he states in his testimony. 
On ascertaining the fact, he required, in lieu thereof, 
additional security for his debt, and on the Ist of 
February, 1838, he received the bond of T. W. 
Dyott and J.B. & C, W. Dyott for $45,594 88, and 
on the 20th of May of the same year another bond 
of the same parties for $13,879 67. He continued 
his advances until September, 1888, in various sums, 
amounting in all during that year (including the pur- 
chase of the mortgages of $5,000 each) to the sum 
of $49,460. 

After the assignment of the bond to the relator, and 
the advertisement of his name as trustee and bond 
holder, many of the witnesses who have been ex- 
amined called on him to ascertain the value of the 
notes and the security of the deposites. He always 
stated his belief in their security, but generally stat- 
ed that belief to be founded on the representation of 
Dr. Dyott, but on some occasions he appeared to 
speak without reference to the statements of Dr. D. 
These statements were made in 1837; in November 
of that year he said to one witness who called on 
him that he believed the real or personal estate of the 
doctor was sufficient to pay his debts, and that in his 
opinion the notes of the Manual Labor bank were 
better than those of the loan or savings institutions. 
While conversing with this witness, some persons 
came in and offered to sell real estate in Southwark, 
and receive Manual Labor bank notes in payment, 
but he declined the purchase. In the spring of 1838, 
when asked his opinion of the value of the notes, 
he referred to his own practice: he was then receiv- 
ing the notes in payments due to himself. 

In a conversation with Dr. D. in October, 1837, 
the regulator told him that his (D.’s) credit had been 
so shaken that he (R.) doubted whether he could 
pay all the deman«s against him, and advised him to 
sell his property and pay what he could; this was 
denied by the dector, who continued to assert his 
ability to pay all he owed. 

In his testimony before the insolvent court, the re- 
lator declared that he had never been in the banking 
house but once, and in the store of Dr. D. but eight 
limes during the operations of the bank; a witness 
has been examined who swears that, in the summer 


‘of 1838, he saw the relator, on four different Sun- 


‘days, early in the morning, at D.’s house: twice saw 
him coming out, and twice saw him through the 
window, sitting with his back towards the blinds, 
which were down. 

Another witness, who resides in the Northren Li- 
berties, states he frequently saw the relator in his car 
riage or gig in front of D.’s door, between May and 
September, 1838; saw him at least two or three 
times a week, always, however, remaining in the 
gig, and talking toDr. D. This witness further 
stated that he was a depositor, and that when he 
commenced his deposites he was informed by Mr. 
Simpson and Dr. D. that Mr. Ridgway was secu- 
rity for the bank; in this latter parthe is evidently 
inistaken, as his deposites commenced, as appears 
by his book, in November, 1836; the relator did not 
become tiustee, nor was his name connected with 
the bank, untii May, 1837. On the 1ith Septem- 
ber, 1838, the bond for $500,000 was reassigned by 
the relator to the original obligees, (Simpson, Sny- 
der, et al.) and the judgment marked to their use; no 
other notice was given of this reassignment at that 
time; but at a meeting of the creditors of the bank 
in November of that year, the fact of the reassign- 
ment was mentioned; that meeting was called for 
the purpose of devising means to enable the bank 
to continue in operation; a committee was appointed 
to wait on the relator and solict from hima loan of 
$30,000, but he declined making any further ad- 
vances, and no other efforts appear to have been made 
by the committee. 

I think this summary view of the evidence con- 
tains every fact in any way material either for the 
prosection or defence, and on this the counsel for the 
commenwealth insist that the relator be bound over 
to answer one or all of the specifications or counts be- 
fore mentioned, and they urge that there is at least 

robable cause to put him en his trial; that a_ bind- 
ing over can do no harm; if he is not guilty he will 
be acquitted by a jury, and his character triumphant- 
ly vindicated. 

It is true that a binding over by a committing ma- 
gistrate or by a judge, after a hearing on habeas cor- 
yus, ought not to prejudice a defendant on his trial 
befate a jury, inasmuch as the testimony is almost 
always, and has been in this case, entirely ex parte, 
no evidence having been admitted on the part of the 
defendant; and if the evidence is such as to satisfy 
the magistrate or judge that there is probable cause to 
believe that the defendant has been guilty of a breach 





of the criminal laws of the country, it is his duty to 





bind him over for trial by a jury, where his defence 
will be heard and his guilt or innocence determined. 
But if, after a full examination of the testimony for 
the commonwealth, he is satisfied either that the laws 
have not been infracted, or that the defendant was 
not a party to such infraction, itis equally his duty 
to discharge the accused from arrest. 

The first charge or specification has been but 
slightly insisted on, and properly so; there is no part 


of the evidence which connects the relator with the 


establishment of this bank; on the contrary, it is 
proved to have been in existence before he had any 
connexion with Dyott; and, again, the conspiracy 
(ifany) was merged in the consummation of the act, 
the establishment of the bank. 

But it is said, if the proof is that the bank was es- 
tablished, and the conspiracy merged, it is our duty 
to bind over the relator for the offence of establish- 
ing an unlawful bank; this, however, is not the mode 
ot punishing such an offence; the bank, if unlawful, 
is made so by the act of 22d March, 1817, and the 
penalty is a fine, recoverable as debts of a like 
amount are by law recoverable, that is, by action, 
and not by indictment. The 13th section of the act 
of the 2lst March, 1806, provides that ‘in all cases 
where a remedy is provided, or any thing or things 
directly to be done, by any act of assembly, the di- 
rections of the act shall be strictly pursued, and no 
Shaagr a shall be inflicted or any thing done agreea- 

ly to the common law, further than is necessary 
for carrying such act or acts into effect.” This then 
is a case precisely within the words of the statute; a 
remedy is provided, the punishment is fixed, and the 
mode ef enforcing it pointed out; if the remedy by 
indictment should also be permitted, the party would 
be subject to two penalties for one offence, which 
can never for one moment be telerated. 

The remaining charges or specifications may pro- 
perly be considered together; in support of them, 
the connmonwealth urges— 

Ist. The acceptance of the assignment, and mak- 
ing reassignment of the bond for $500,000. 

2d. The frequent interviews between the relator 
and Dyott. 

3d. The representations uniformly made of the 
solvency of the bank; and 

4th. The relator’s representations of solvency af- 
ter he Knew of the fraudulent transfer of the goods 
assigned to him as collateral security. 

Without stopping now to inquire into the legal ef- 
fect of the assignmert, or how far a trustee can di- 
vest himself of a trust exceptin the mode pointed 
out by law let us inquire what possible benefit could 
result to the relator, or injury to the creditors of Dr. 
Dyott. by the assignment or re-assigninent of the 
bond: the judgment had been entered, and was alien 
on the real estate of Dyott before it came into the 
hands of the relator; the objects of trusts of the bond 
were on record, and could not be changed; the as- 
signment, whether legal or illegal, did not change 
nor lessen the rights or interests of the creditors, or 
in any way increase the security of the assignee; the 
assignment and delivery to him was in effect nothing 
more than if the bond had been deposited in the 
vault of a bank or other places of security until call- 
ed for by the parties interested. But, it has been 
argued as though the reassignmentof the bond was 
a surrender to Dr. Dyott of the rights of the credi- 
tors, and that at all events public notice should have 
been given to put creditors on their guard. If sa- 
tisfaction had been entered on the record, or any 
part of the real estate of Dr. D. had been released 
from the lien of the judgment, then indeed the cre- 
ditors might have had ample cause to complain; but 
such is not the case: the judgment is as much in 
force, and is in reality as great asecurity now as it 
was the first moment it came into the hands of the 
relator, the ouly difference being that the names of 
other persons must be used to enforce it, and, should 
they be unwilling to act, ample power is placed in 
the hands of the creditors to have active and wilting 
trustees substituted. 


As to the frequent interviews with doctor Dyott, 
the only circumstance that could make these at all 
material, is the statement of the relator that be had 
been but seldom at Dyott’s house; but that statement 
was made long after the bank had exploded, when 
Dr. Dyott was under examination before the insol- 
vent court, and when the declaration, if untrue 
could have no possible effect either in benefiting him 
or injuring others. But, supposing it te be correct 
his visits, according to the testimony of Mr. Gilles. 
pie, were in open day, he always reinained in his 
gig or carriage in the street, and sometimes fora con- 
siderable space of time; there was no coneealment 
or secrecy in them such as to induce a supposition 
that a corrupt bargain or conspiraey was being con. 
cocted; and, as to the visitsof Dyott to the relator 
of which so much has been said, they are explained 
at once by a reference to the account between the 





parties, from which it will be seen that ducing the 
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pressure of Apriland May, 1837, the advances of 
money by the relator were almost daily, and some- 
tines twice on the same day, 

The representations of the solvency of Dyott to 
the varions persons who have been examined, re- 
main to be considered. That he uniforinly stated 
his belief of the ability of Dr, Dyott to pay his debts 
and redeem all his engagements, until the reassign- 
ment of the bond, is undoubted, and whether these 
representations are to make hiin liable to a criminal 
prosecution, or not, must depend on the motives with 
which they were made: these are to be ascertained 
from a view of the whole evidence. It must be re- 
collected that this is not an inquiry whether the re- 
lator has, or has not, by his acts, made himself liable 
to the creditors of the bank for the amount of their 
debts; that is a question with which we have no- 
thing to do here; the only question for us to deter- 
mine being, is their cause to put him on trial as a cri- 
minal? It will be recollected that, with few excep- 
tions, his statements were made to persons who call- 
ed on bim at his own house for information, and in 
almost every instance he informed the parties inquir- 
ing, that his information was tounded on the repre- 
sentations of Dr. Dyott; the cases of exception are 
his recommendation of the notes to Mr. Dowell, in 
the market, and his advice to Mr. Bean; but these 
were made at a time when the notes were generally 
in circulation, when he was advancing his own mo- 
ney to Dyott in support of his representations, 
and which he continued to do for more than a year 
alter making these representations. 

If these representations are to make him liable to 
a criminal prosecution, then would some of the wit- 
nesses for the commonwealth be in great danger, if 
their other creditors should think proper to prose- 
cute thein fora conspiracy. Itis hardly probable 
that the respectable witness whom Dr. D. visited 
at his house, and who, when he saw one of the notes 
doubted in the market, offered to give silver for it, 
supposed he was risking more than the loss of his 
money, the ainount of the note offered. 

Bat it is said that Dr. Dyott having embezzled the 
goods pledged tohim as acollateral security, the 
iclator must have been aware of hia dishonesty, and 
tiat be still continued bis recommendation. The 
evidence is, that as soun as he discovered the remo- 
val of the goods, he demanded additional security 
on the bond of J. B. and C. W. Dyott, dated Ist 
February, 1838; and we find that after that period 
he advanced to Dr. D. upwards of $49,000; the in- 
ference is therefore irresistable, that the cause of 
removal was satisfactorily explained. 

Is there then in all this evidence any thing tend- 
ing to prove that the relator, in making these repre- 
eentations, intended that injury should result from 
them to the persons to whom they were made? or 
that he was to be in any way benefitted by them? 
] think not; that he truly believed what he said, is, 
I think, undoubted, from the fact that he continued 
to advance his own money to the last, and that he 
is now a loser of upwards of $50,000 by his credu- 
lity. 

But were the representations of the solvency of 
the bank untrue? It is a fact on which we cannot 
shut our eyes, although not given in evidence on 
this hearing, that, on the application of Dr. Dyott 
for the benefit of the insolvent laws, he was oppos- 
ed on the ground that he had colluded with various 
of his relatives to conceal property of greater value 
than all the debts he owed; that such was the testi- 
mony against him, we felt ourselves compelled to 
bind hii over for trial for this concealment, and it is of 
public notoriety that he has been convicted; if, then, 
this conviction is correct, and we presuine it to be 
s0, Di. Dyott was perfectly solvent and able to pay 
all his debts when these representations were made. 

I have examined with care all the cases cited by 
counsel for the commonwealth, and many others, 
and I have been unable to find a single authority 
that would justify us in holding the relator to an- 
swer this charge on the evidence that has been ex- 
hibited tous. The cases cited, have for the most 
yart been civil actions to recover damages sustained 

y the plaintitf, by the false and fraudulent repre- 
sentations of credit by a defendant—many of them 
of a most flagrant kind; but no intimation Is given 
in any of them of the propriety or possibility of a 
criminal prosecution for such an offence. Indeed, 
until the case of Parley et al. vs. Freeman, (3 Jones’ 
rep. 51), it was doubted whether a civil action 
would lie, even when the false affirmation of credit 
was made with intent to cheat the plaintiff. 

I have before said that with the civil liability of 
the relator we have nothing to do, if he has by his 
representations made himself liable to the creditors 
of Dr. Dyott for the amount of their claims; that 1s 
a question referable to another tribunal, and to be 
determined in another form, and on which we are 
not required, nor do we desire to express an opi- 
nion. 
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At the outset of this cause I adjourned the hear- 
ing for the purpose of enabling me to invite the aid 
and assistance of my brethren of the bench on the 
examination. This was promptly and kindly ren- 
dered, although at great personal inconvenience to 
themselves. 

We have since been séperated, and lave sepa- 
rately congidered the evidence exhibited in support 
of the prosecution. Within a few hours I bave re- 
ceived from each of them a written opinion, (which 
I will presently proceed to read), containing the 
conclusion at which they have arrived. They both 
concur with me in the opinion that no criminal con- 
spiracy has been proved, and that the relator must 
be discharged. 

It may be proper to state that the testimony before 
the court was different from that before the mayor. 
Several witnesses, and among them one said to be 
the most important for the commonwealth, who were 
examined there, were not examined in court. What 
effect their testimony would have had it is impossi- 
ble to tell. Should the counsel for the common- 
wealth think they can present a different case at a 
future day, it is gratifying to know that this decision 
does not preclude them from sendinga bill to the 
grand jury whenever they may think proper so to do. 

OPINION OF JUDGE KING. 

The mayor of Philadelphia, after a full and elabo- 
rate examination and consideration of the testimony 
adduced by the prosecution, came to the conclusion 
that sufficient probable cause had been exhibited to 
him to require the defendent to enter into recogni- 
zance for his appearance at the court of criminal 
sessions, to answer the charge of conspiring with 
Thomas W. Dyott to defraud the community. In 
arriving at this result, I presume that he considered 
the prosecution to have failed in all the various other 
charges supposed to grow out of the testimony, and 
to rest on the broad foundation of a criminal combi- 
nation between the parties to cheat and defraud 
through the device of an unlawful bank, with a pre- 
tended and fictitious capital. Such, at least, are the 
views I take of the case, and unless the testimony is 
adequate for this purpose, it is without efficacy as 
to proof of any other criminal liability. Viewing 
the commitment of the mayor as_ substantially, 
though perhaps not formally, the only one which the 
evidence before him indicated, it remains for us to 
consider whether, according to the evidence exhibited 
to us, we are required to concur in or dissent from 
his views, as expressed in bis cominitinent. If our 
conclusious should be at issue with his, it is due to 
this respectable officer to observe that we are with- 
out the testimony of the chief witness, on which it 
is probable his adjudication mainly rested. I allude 
to the testimony of Stephen Simpson, who, when 
required to testify before us, declined doing so on 
grounds, the correctness of which we felt bound by 
the constitution and laws of the commonwealth to 
recognize. The subject before us is, therefore, ra- 
ther the examination of a new case, than the revi- 
sion of a former decision. 

The first element in the correct determination of 
any proposition submitted to the understanding is 
exactness in the appreciation of the thing to be de- 
termined upon. It is to the want of clearness in 
this particular that much misunderstanding as to 
this case is to be attributed. I have said that the 
testimony either sufficiently establishes a conspira- 
cy to defraud the public, through the instrumentali- 
ty of an unlawful bank, with a fictitious or exagge- 
rated capital, or that it altogether fails in fixing any 
criminal liability on the defendant. In this view of 
the matter, what then is the subject submitted to 
us? It is simply and plainly whether the prosecu- 
tion has, independently of the testimony of Stephen 
Simpson, shown to us sufficient probable cause 
to satisfy us judicially that Jacob Ridgway has 
fraudulently and corruptly combined and confede- 
rated with Thomas W. Dyott to cheat and defraud 
the citizens, through the instrumentality of the 
Manual Labor bank. It is not a question whether 
Thomas W. Dyoit has individually been guilty of 
fraudulent practices, or even whether such an impu- 
tation can be fairly charged on Jacob Ridgway; but 
whether, according to the evidence adduced before 
us, these parties have, by pre-concert and pre-ar- 
rangement, united in a formed design to cheat the 
public. The vital principle of this charge is the 
fraudulent and corrupt combination between the al- 
leged confederates in crime; and this combination 
the commonwealth must prove, either by direct evi- 
dence, or through the exhibition of such circum- 
stances as necessarily tend to its establishment. The 
crime of criminal conspiracy to cheat and defraud 
is a grave one, and may, if established, be punished 
to the extent of seven years in the solitude of a pe- 
nal cell. Such acrime is, therefore, not to be charg- 
ed on any inan from vague circumstances, strained 
presumptions, or jealous surmises. Any citizen, 
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be he humble or lofty, who has lived a life of un- 
suspected integrity in the community; has the fair 
right to require of an examining tiibunal that, be. 
for he is ag arraigned as a felon at the bar of cri- 
minal justice, reasonable preliminary proof of his 
guilt should be adduced. A mere binding over to 
answer for a crime is a thing very flippantly talked 
of even by professional men; but common sense 
and observation show that such a result never fails, 
where the charge is infamous, in inflicting an injury 
on ‘the feelings and fame, which is rarely, if ever, 
healed. Every dictate of reason, and every impulse 
of humanity, render these principles indisputable. It 
is also just as true. that, in every criminal investi- 
gation, the testimony should apply to the offence 
¢harged. Whatever other moral delinquencies or 
legal liabilities it may tend to prove ditterent from 
the offence charged, they can only be considered so 
far as they may tend to establish such offence. This 
principle is of the last degree of importance to the 
safety of every citizen. Without it, liberty would 
be a baseless shadew, and publie justice a wieked 
mockery. It may be true that Jacob Ridgway has 
been guilty of such a breach of trust in reference 
to the inanner in which his duties under the trust 
bond have been executed, as to render him respon- 
sible to the extent of the sum which that instru- 
ment purports to secure. It may be that, indepen- 
dently of his fiduciary character, he has rendered 
himself personably liable to some or all of the ere- 
ditors of the Manual Laber bank, in consequence of 
misrepresenting the pecuniary means of its found- 
er and the solvency of his bank. It may be that he 
has subjected himself, to penalties under the laws of 
the comimonweaith for the restraint and punishment 
of unlawful banking. For all these, and any other 
imputations urged against him, he may be ealled to 
answer i due course of law. But the matter in 
hand is none of these, and upon them I give no 
opinion. It is whether Jacob Ridgway shall or 
shall not be bound over by usto a criminal court, to 
answer for an infamous offence, for which, if con- 
victed, he must undergo the punishment of the rob- 
ber and the felon. From this result the creditors of 
the Manual Labor bank could legitimately derive no 
personal or pecuniary benefit. Nor would Jacob 
Ridgway satisfy one cent of any legal liability he 
inay be under to any creditor of this bank, if he 
were detained in penal confinement under the ae- 
tion of this prosecution, until he gasped in a dun- 
geon his latest breath. He who reflects on these 
things with the dispassionate calmness which ought 
always to pertain to him who assumes to pass judg- 
ment on the actions of his fellow men, will readily 
see the necessity of keeping, in such an inquiry, 
things separate which are in themselves distinct; 
and will as readily appreciate the monstrous injus- 
tice of holding a party guilty of an infamous crime, 
who may have incurred, even under censurable cir- 
cumstances, a mere civil liability. 

A breach of duty as a trustee, and deliberate 
crime—misrepresentations as to another man’s pe- 
cuniary means, and conspiracy with him to defraud 
the community—are different things; and even if 
the testimony should, before the appropriate tribu- 
nals, be deemed sufficient to prove such a breaeh of 
trust, or such misrepresentations, it by no means 
follows that the same testimony establishes criminal 
conspiracy. The sole question, however, before us 
is, the sufficiency of testimony for the latter purpose, 
and to that our opinion is to be understood as ap- 
plying. 

Having adue regard to these principles, I have 
carefully weighed and considered all the testimony 
exhibited to us. In some detached parts of it I find 
circumstances of an equivocal character; but, in the 
aggregate, I see nothing to satisfy my judgment 
that Jacob Ridgway has ever entered into a conspi- 
racy with Thomas W. Dyott, to defraud the com- 
munity, or to effect, by criminal combination, any 
other object. Such being the conclusion to which 
my mind has arrived, after an anxious consideration 
of the whole case, I should be recreant to my duty 
if I hesitated to say so. I do not assume this judg- 
ment to be infallible, but, being my judgment, a 
sense of duty of higher obligation than any human 
consideration imperatively demands that I should 
unhesitatingly pronounce it. 

I rejoice, however, that our judgment is not con- 
clusive of the subject. The sole effect of this dect- 
sion is, that in the present state of the evidence we see 
no sufficient cause to hold the defendant to bail. It is 
still competent for the proper public officer, particu- 
larly in a different state of the evidence, to submit 
the case to the grand jury. That respectable body 
are entirely independent of us; they can form theif 
own views of the prosecutor’s case, and may, if their 
judgment so indicate, place the defendent on his 
trial: we at present do not see adequate cause to in- 
duce us either to restrain him of his liberty, or com- 
pe! hii to give bail to answer. He is discharged. 
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OPINION OF JUDGE JONES. 

On an examination ofthe evidence and the law 
applicable tothe case of Jacob Ridgway, [ can arrive 
at but one conclusion. 

The law of conspiracy I find involved in great 
confusion. Interpreted by some English writers, it 
seems to create a mysterious crime, which a tribunal, 
befere whom a citigen is accused, when two or more 

ersons are implicated may mould out of actions 
otherwise the mostinnocent. This interpretation I 
consider as totally inadmissible on any authority 
short of the most direct and positive. I do not see 
how a judge representing a free people could with- 
out their express authority recognize a vague offence 
which might be stretched by a bold interpreter into 
monstrous tyranny. The doctrine may suit the la- 
titude of England, but is not congenial here. Hap- 
pily those writers are not fully Cy phee: by the 
cases they cite, and are contradicted by equally good 
authorities. Amid such contradiction, it is difficult 
to define with accuracy the law; but taking those 
principles which are best supported, and that inter- 
pretation which is most accordant with our position 
as judges administering the laws of a people jealous 
of their liberties, I do not think that we can make 
the crime of conspiracy out of the evidence before 
us. Bound as we ourselves are, bound as the su- 
bordinate magistrates of city and county are, by our 
decisions, to decide that the facts proved before us 
make a criminal conspiracy would be a most dan- 

erous precedent. e act on general principles, 
irrespective of persons—we hold out the shield of 
the law for the protection of all alike: with us no 
man is rich whe has dene wrong, no man is poor 
who is innocent; and we ought to guard well lest a 
decison which to-day concerns a wealthy citizen, 
who has means to precure bail and defend himself be- 
fore a jury, should to-morrow rise up with fearful ef- 
fect against the poor and friendless and unprotected. 

Viewing the case thus, our duty is clear. It 
would undoubtedly be gratifying to some of the 
weakuessof human nature to refer this case to a jury, 
and thus throw off ourselves the responsibility of a 
decision. But we cannot doso without violating 
our duties and our oaths, and it would be only post- 
poning responsibility. When a case is on trial, it is 
our function to define the law, and if the facts proved 
do not amount to the crime, we must so instruct the 
jary, and direct an acquittal; if they disregard our 
direction, we must grant a new trial. Exactly as 
the responsibility would then be upon us, 1s it upon 
us now. To send this case to a jury, even if we 
could legitimately do so, would be useless and void. 
But the defendant, as an American citizen, has his 
rights, has a positive right to a discharge, if we are 
of opinion, as I am, that the facts alleged against 
him, even supposing them proved do not amount to 
a conspiracy. 

Of the civil liability of the defendant I need not 
now speak. On the criminal charge I do not think 
he can be held toanswer. I am therefore, of opinion 
that he must be discharged. 


CASE OF T. W. DYOTT. 
Before judges Todd and Conrad, Saturday, August 
10, 1839. 
COMMONWEALTH vs. T. W. DYOTT. 
Fraudulent Insolvency. 

Decision on the motion for a new trial. 
The opinion of the court, on the motion fora 
new trial, was delivered on Saturday, by judge 





Conrad.—We have obtained the following report of 


the decision: 

Of the reasons for a new trial originally filed, 
some were not urged, and others were comprehend- 
ed in the motion in arrest of judgment. ‘The only 
points on which it is necessary to express the views 
of the court, are as follows: 

1. It is urged that the printed arrangement of bu- 
siness placed in the common please docket, is the 
ouly evidence which sustains the allegation in the 
indictment of the appointment of a day for the 
hearing of Dr. Dyott’s petition; and that this ar- 
rangement, or order, having been made anterior to 
the filing of the petition, it is not in fact or law the 
action of the court on that petitiun. The docket 
offered in evidence, containing the printed order of 
business, was sworn to as the record of the court of 
common pleas, and received as such. Without deter- 
mining whether the allegation referred to be mate- 
rial, the court unites in the opinion that the evidence 
received was competent in itself and sufficient to es- 
tablish the fact alledged.—The act of the 16th day 
of June, 1836, makes it the duty of the conrt of 
common please to fix a time for the hearing of the 

etition, either hy a general rule, or by an order to 
e made in a particular cause, if the circumstances 
of the case shall require it. The necessity of pub- 
lic business have induced in Philadelphia the ap- 
poiniment of a general day for the hearing of in- 
solvent cases; and the order of the court takes effect 


ron each petition as subsequently filed. An oppo- 
site construction would be contrary to the clear in- 
tent and reason of the law and weil settled and ne- 
cessary practice. 

2. Itis alleged also, as a reason for a new trial, 
that the court erred in rejecting “evidence of what 
Stephen Simpson had sworn to in the insolvent 
court, which he had not swern to in this case.” 
The testimony was offered as additional not con- 
tradictory, and was offered without any'cross exami- 
nation of the witness. There can be no doubt 
that, befure any such evidence can be admitted, a 
hasis must be laid in the cross examination, and the 
witness be afforded an opportunity of explanation. 
To open the door to evidence intended to discredit 
a witness, by preof that he has previously made 
additional or different statements, without permit- 
ting him to supply what is forgotten, or explain what 
may be misunderstood, would be gross injustice to 
him, and would induce consequences fatal to the 
precision of judicial investigation. 

3. The ground principally relied on is an after 
discovered writing, which, itis alledged, would dis- 
credit the testimony of Stephen Simpson, one of 
the witnesses forthe prosecution. We have given 
to this point the most careful attention, but, after 
revising the testimony and weighing, as well as we 
can, the scope and effect of the after discovered evi- 
dence, was considered insufficient to warrant us 
in opening the verdict. 

There has been a conviction on the sixth and 
seventh counts of this indictment, to the former of 
which Mr. Simpson’s testimony does not apply ma- 
terially, and to the latter not at all. These counts 
are unreached by this reason for a new trial, and on 
them the court would at all events be constrained to 
proceed to judgment. 

The after discovered testimony is merely cumu- 
lative—the same facts were stated on the trial by 
John B. Dyott. Nor can it be urged that the writ- 
ing produced discredits the witness by a higher er- 
der of evidence than that just mentioned; for on a 
another point the defence contradicted the same wit- 
ness by his own handwriting. 

Had the witness alluded to been unimpeached on 
the trial, and were his testimony now wholly bloted 
out of the case by after discovered evidence of dis- 
credit, still we are of opinion that the case is so 
sustained by other testimony that even if a new 
trial were granteda different result would scarcely 
be possible. The testimony of 8. Simpson is (per- 
haps with the exception of a single one of the 
eleven counts of thisindictment) not essential tothe 
prosecution; and were it torn froin the tissue of the 
case, would leave no opening through which the 
defendant could escape the condemnation under 
which he now rests. 

Moiion overruled. 


CONSUL TRIST. 
From the N. Y. Express of Saturday last. 

Pursuant to notice, one of the largest and most 
respectable meetings of shipmasters ever assembled 
in this city, met on Thursday evening at the Se- 
cond Ward Hotel, for the purpose of consultation, 
and of taking further measures in reference to con- 
sul Trist, and the shipmasters and seamen aban- 
doned and oppressed by the said consul, at Havana. 

Captain Edward Rosseter was called to the chair; 
captains J. Hillman, Henry Russell, Jas. W. Low, 
were appointed vice presidents; and capts. 8. E. 
Glover and R. Ritchie were appointed secretaries. 

The objects of the meeting being stated by the 
president, capt. Rosseter, the following preamble 
and resolutions were offered by capt. S. E. Glover. 

Whereas, it is the bounden duty of every United 
States ministerial or consular agent abroad, and es- 
pecially the peculiar province of consuls and con- 
sular agents, vigilantly to watch over and carefully 
to protect and guard the interests of American 
commerce and seamen froin foreign aggression, as 
well as prevent harsh treatment of crews by ship- 
masters, and to put down and punish mutinous in- 
surrections or other difficulties occurting on board 
of all vessels in foreign ports: And whereas, such 
authentic facts have been stated to this meeting as 
prove conclusively that Nicholas P. Trist, the con- 
sul at Havana, has been guilty of secretly inciting 
the Spanish authorities to the anlawful condemna- 
tion and imprisonment of American captains and 
seamen for alleged and unfounded offences, pre- 
ferred by him against them; and when remonstran- 
ces were presented to the said Trist, against his 
high-handed conduct, by one hundred and fifty-five 
respectable shipmasters and citizens of Havana, 
comprising nearly all that reside there, and that the 
said remonstrance, when laid before him by com- 
mander Babbit, of the United States sloop of war 
Boston, then in port, he, the said consul, treated 
the same with contemptuous scorn, and so misre- 
presented his proceedings, as fully to establish, by 
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his own admissions, the truth of the accusations 
against him. Therefore, be it 

Resolved, as the sense of this meeting, that the 
conduct ot the said Trist has been wanton, tyranni- 
cal, unlawful and unjust, and highly injurious and 
offensive to our profession. 

Resolved, That the proceedings of the said con- 
sul, in encouraging the Spanish authorities to bring 
to unlawful trial, on exaggerated charges, the crew 
of the American ship ‘*William Engs,”’ and caus- 
ing them to be condeinned without counsel or trial 
by jury, and sentenced, like common felons, to 
chains and hard labor, in breaking stones under 
Spanish task masters, is enough to stamp the name 
of Trist with infamy, and to prove him totally un- 
worthy to hold his high and, what ought to be, ho- 
norable station. 

Resolved, That the tyrannical, rig, and unjust 
imprisonment of captain Abraham Wendell, jr. of 
the brig Kremlin, of this port, during a protracted 
period of five months, and his continuance under 
bonds for an additional period of three months, on 
the false accusations brought by said Trist against 
capt. Wendell,in the Spanish courts, and which 
he failed in any instance to sustain, is another evi- 
dence of the tyrannical and malignant spirit of per- 
secuticn which has constantly marked the conduct 
of said Trist towards his countrymen. 

Resolved, That in our opinion, the letter which 
has been subsequently written by the said Trist, 
and recently published in the New Orleans Courier, 
and subsequently in the Globe and other papers, 
concerning the interference of commander Babbit, 
and in which letter, he, the said Trist, denounces 
his accusers, meaning thereby nearly all Americans 
in Havana, as a ‘‘set of the vilest and most notori- 
ous wretches,” as ‘dirty, sneaking knaves,” and 
‘characters of the deepest infamy,” is by the gross 
and billingsgate epithets it employs, corroborative 
proof of the turpitude of his own character, and 
conclusive evidence that he is unfit for the dignified 
office he disgraces, as he is destitute of the feelings 
efan American, and unworthy the name of a gen- 
tleman. 

Resolved, That the confession made by him in 
the said letter, that he had been convinced that the 
captain of the “William Engs” should have been 
made to break stones in place of his crew, is an 
additional proof of his guilt in forcing that crew to 
prison through the agency of the Spanish tribunals 
—showing also, when too late, a mean attempt at 
subterfuge, and to win over, at the expense of a 
base and unfounded aspersioa upon the captain— 
the good opinion of the crew upon whom he had 
been instrumental in the commission of a most 
flagrant outrage. 

Resolved, That the calumnious insinuations 
thrown out in the aforesaid letter of the said Trist 
upon the American ship masters and residents of 
Havana, that he could have bought their good opi- 
nion with dinuers and other courtesies, is worthy of 
the author who uttered it, as no other individual 
but one possessing his hostile feelings toward his 
countrymen, could have measured the integrity 
and independence of American citizens by a stan- 
dard so sordid and corruptible. 

Resolved, That the great body of Aiericans, 
ship masters and citizens of Havana, whose names 
were atlached to the memorial presented to capt. 
Babbit, as well as the names of those who attend 
this meeting, fling back these reproachful expres- 
sions of consul Trist, and warn him to clear up his 
character first, and especially the charges embraced 
in the documents printed by the British minister, 
inculpating the said Trist as a participant in the 
slave trade, before he has the effrontery to accuse 
others of being bribed by the courtesies or any 
other favor he can bestow. 

Resolved, That we respectfully urge upon the 
seamen and ship inasters of every city in the union, 
to co-operate in the adoption of such measures as 
may bring to a speedy recall of the aforesaid 
Nicholas P. Trist, for his oppression, illegal and vi- 
olent outrages upon American citizens, that he may 
be summoned to trial to atone for conduct which is 
not only disgraceful to him as an individual, but is 
dishonorable to’our country in a foreign land. 

Resolved, That a memorial he presented to the 
proper authorities for the removal of the aforesaid 
consul Trist, and that a committee be appointed to 
prepare and superintend the same: whereupon the 
following captains were appointed upon said com- 
mittee: captains Hillman, Russell, Low, R. E. 
Glover, Atkins; captains S. E. Glover and Ritchie 
as secretaries. 

Resolved, That the unblushing attempt of the 
said consul, to vindicate himself, and to challenge 
bis accuser to the pioof, while he reiterates offen- 
sive epithets upon the heads of respectable Ameri- 
can ship masters and citizens residing in, or tradin 








to Havana, is another additional evidence of the 
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efiect of the intoxication of office upon the mind of 
a person, whose recreant conduct proves him to be 
by nature prone to acts of the most flagitious de- 
scription. 

Resoived, That in consideration of the extreme 
severity and harsh treatment received by captain 
Wendell, at the bands of the aforesaid Trist, and in 
consequence of the sufferings and privations expe- 
rienced during his confinement, by a numerous 
family, consisting of a wife and five daughters, we 
do cheerfully agree to raise a fund to sustain capt. 
Wendell in a civil suit in the courts of the United 
States against the said consul Trist, and who do 
therefore recommend that subscription papers be 
opened for this purpose. 

Resolved, That the proceedings of the meeting 
be signed by the president, vice presidents and se- 
cretaries of this meeting, and that all the papers in 
the city be and they are hereby requested to pub- 
lish the same. 

Capt. EDWARD ROSSETER, president. 
J. HILLMAN, 
Henry Russe tu, > vice presidents. 
James W. Low, 

S. E. Glover, 

R. Ritchie, 

On motion of captain S. E. Glover, the resolu- 
tions were unanimously adopted. 

During the meeting captain Wendell was called 
on to make a statement of his case, which he did 
in a concise, clear and feeling manner, eliciting 
from his professional brethren every mark of manly 
sympathy.—This was both natural and honorable— 
men who have braved every danger of sea and 
tempest in every clime have a cominon feeling, for 
what has been the fate of one to-day, may be the 
fate of another to-morrow: and the same assumption 
of power claimed and exercised by Trist, at Hava- 
na, may consign the seamen or masters of Ameri- 
can vessels to the tender mercies of the dey of Al- 
giers, the pacha of Egypt, the grand Turk, or to 
be strangled by the Chinese mandarins, when it 
shall suit the whims of a consul sustained by the 
authority of Trist, to deliver up American seamen 
to foreign authorities, for alleged offences commit- 
ted under the American flag. Due notice will be 
given of another meeting. 


GOVERNOR SEWARD’S LETTER. 
From the Truth Teller. 

We refer our readers to the correspondence be- 
tween governor Seward and the rev. Mr. Gilbride, 
published in this day’s paper. It is a document 
worthy of perusal, and we give it tothe public with 
much pleasure. In these days of bigotry when the 
Catholic, even in this land of freedom, suffers froin 
the sneers and scoffs of some, and the ruthless per- 
secution of others,—when we see public men fiying 
from the charge of Catholicity as it were a pesti- 
lence,—-and historians like Mr. Bancroft, rewarded 
with high and responsible offices for base and un- 
warrantable attacks upon the Catholic faith, it is 
refreshing to peruse a document, such as the one 
we now lay before our readers. The governor’s 
letter contains a clear exposition of the law, and a 
lucid explanation of the rights of the Catholic 
clergy, which cannot but claim the attention of the 
Catholic community. Governor Seward, in this 
instance, has displayed a liberal and highminded 
course, and his conduct shows the more conspicu- 
ously, from the fact that the party with which he 
is identified has always been characterised by an 
entirely opposite course. Differing as we do in tofo 
in political principles with the party who placed 
governor Seward in power, we beg to assure him 
we shall not be backward in awarding our meed of 
praise to him when he pursued such a line of con- 
duct as the one which he has in this case adopted 
towards adopted citizens. 


secretaries. 





Congress Hall, Albany, June 29th, 1839. 
His excellency William H. Seward, governor of the 
state of New York, present. 

Str: Herewith I have the honor to transmit to 
your excellency the form of an affidavit to which I 
am ready to swear. ; 

Said form contains the facts upon which I submit 
to your excellency an application for relief tonch- 
ing the case of Lawrence McCarthy, sentenced to 
be executed on the first day of August next, and 
now confined at Martinsburg, in the county jail of 
Lewis. 

Those facts embrace a subject of such deep im- 

ortance not only to said convict, to the entire body 
of Catholics towards whom a policy has been pur- 
sued in the extreme illiberal, and unknown to the 
laws of any civilized nation, but also te religious 
liberty, whose sacred charter has been assailed, that 
I ain inadequate to express my solicitude for a fa- 
vorable hearing, and my utter abhorrence at so fla- 
grant a violation of the rights of conscience. 





This emergency, in the opinion of the undersign- 
ed, loudly calls for the interposition of the execu- 
tive of the state. 

I therefore very respectfully and anxiously solicit 
your excellency to postpone the execution of said 
convict so that the legislature may be petitioned at 
its next session for an amendmeut of the law relat- 
ing to this subject, if its intervention is deemed 
necessary, and to grant such other relief in the pre- 
_— as your excellency may deem just and equi- 
table. 

Fully relying on your wisdom to decide, and on 
your firmness to execute what principle demands, 
I submit this truly distressing case to your excellen- 
cy without further remirk. 

I have the honor to be, your excellency’s obedi- 
ent servant, 

MICHAEL GILBRIDE, 
R. C. P. of Carthage, &c. &c. &c. 


Albany, June 29th, 1839. 

Str: The reverend Michael Gilbride, a Roman 
Catholic clergyman residing at Carthage, has made 
a representation to me that ot is pastor of a mission 
in Jefferson county, embracing Lowville and Mar- 
tinsbarg, In the county of Lewis; that Lawrence 
McCarthy, a prisoner in the jail of Martinsburg, 
who was recently convicted of the murder of Asa- 
hel Alford, and was sentenced to suffer death on the 
first day of August next, is a member of the Ro- 
man Catholic church; that the said Gilbride receiv- 
ed information that the prisoner desired his spiritual 
aid; that he thereupon proceeded to Martinsburg 
for the purpose of administering the rites of his 
religion to the said prisoner, and that he was in- 
formed by the jailer, Mr. Daniel S. Bailey, that he 
was instructed not to admit any person to the pri- 
soner, unless the said jailer should be present and 
hear the conversation between bim and the prison- 
er. Mr. Gilbride further states, that he consulted 
the district attorney of Lewis county, to ascertain 
whether be could obtain admission to the prisoner 
by making peeeor application to you, and was in- 
formed by the district attorney, that you had con- 
versed with him on the subject, and had said that 
you considered yourself bound by the statute not 
to admit any person to the prisoner alone, and that 
consequently his application must be denied. Upon 
this representation, Mr. Gilbride asks my interpo- 
sition in the premises. 

Where the constitution and laws give to the exe- 
cutive no control over other functionaries, it would 
be disrespectful to them, and disorganizing to the 
administration of justice were I to assume authori- 
ty. td ages duty, ‘‘to take care that the laws 
are faithfully executed,” undoubtediy authorizes 
me to advise other executive officers upon any 
question which may arise touching the manner of 
discharging their duties. I deem it therefore not 
improper to express respectfully to you my view on 
the subject thus brought before me. 

In the first place, 1 am not satisfied that you have 
refused compliance with Mr. Gilbride’s request.— 
The conduct of the jailer, and his refusal to admit 
Mr. Gilbride unless attended by himself were clear- 
ly right. It isa prudent precaution against the pri- 
soner’s escape, to provide generally that no person 
should visit him except in the presence of an offi- 
cer, and the jailer might well adhere to this line of 
duty until otherwise expressly directed by you.— 
Mr. Gilbride ought not to have been deterred by the 
information given him by the district attorney from 
making bis application to you personally. He has 
therefore no right to presume that a personal appli- 
cation to you would have been denied. 

But the subject is one of grave importance, and 
the time of a man lying under sentence of death is 
inestimably precious. I have therefore thought it 
proper, under the circumstanves of the case, to ex- 
press my opinion upon the reasonableness of the re- 
quest itself. 

It is the manifest duty of the sheriff to keep se- 
cure the persons of individuals lying under convic- 
tion and sentence of death. It is equally clear that 
a proper precaution should be used, to forbid access 
to, or conversation with them, except in the pre- 
sence of an officer of justice. The provision of 
law which bears on this subject, is contained in 
the 11th section of article 1st, title Ist, chapter, 3d, 
part 4th of the revised statutes, vol. 2d, page 633. 

“§11. Prisoners detained for trial, may converse 
with their counsel, and such other persons as the 
keeper, in bis discretion, may allow; prisoners un- 
der sentence shall not be permitted to hold any 
conversation with any person, except the keepers 
or inspectors of the prison, unless in the presence 
of a keeper or inspector.” 

It is true thatso much of this section as relates to 
‘prisoners under sentence”’ is broad enough to em- 
brace all classes of offenders who have been con- 
victed and sentenced to punishment, whether that 





punishment be death, imprisonment in the state pri- 
son, or imprisonment in the county jail. The poli- 
cy of the law doubtless, is chiefly to guard against 
the escape and rescue of prisoners. So far as con- 
cerns those who are confined under sentences of 
imprisonment in the county jail, it may have the 
further objeet of regulation and even severity of 
punishment.—But it ean have no such object so far 
as prisoners detained under sentence of death are 
concerned, 

Indeed, an examination of the Ist section of the 
article above quoted will show that the legislature 
had probably no reference in their article to the lat- 
ter class of prisoners. The ist section is as follows, 
page 632. 

‘Section 1. The common jail in the several coun- 
ties of this state shall be kept by the sheriffs of the 
counties in which they are respectively situated, 
and shall be used a3 prisons. 

‘Ist. For the detention of persons duly commit- 
ted in order to secure their attendance as witnesses 
in any criminal case. - 

“2, For the detention of persons charged with 
crime and committed for trial. 

“3d. For the confinement of persons duly com- 
mitted for any contempt, and 

“4th. For the confinement of persons sentenced 
to imprisonment therein, upon conviction of any 
offence.’’ 

Persons imprisoned under sentence of death and 
awaiting execution, are included among those for 
whose custody the article makes provision, but 
their imprisonment is incidental, and it may well 
be supposed that it is not regarded asa past of their 
»unishment. From this view of the statute, I think 
it manifest that the spirit of the Jaw does not apply 
to the prisoner confined in the county jail under 
sentence of death, as of imprisonment in the state 
prison, and awatting execution or removal. 

The concition of a human being under sentence 
of death is undoubtedly most fearful and unhappy. 
Our laws, content with the atonement of the pri- 
soner’s death, de: not require or contemplate the ad- 
dition of any circumstances of terroror unnecessa- 
ry privation. They require duress only because 
it is necessary, and they enforce it only in such 
manner as is necessary to prevent the prisoner’s 
escape or rescue. Humanity dictates that the pri- 
soner’s condition should be made as comfortable 
and cheerful as it can be consistently with this pur- 

ose. 

The chief consolation of the prisoner is derived 
from the visits of friends and humane individuals, 
and experience has shown that of such visitation 
the most consoling and most effectual in produc- 
ing penitence and hope is that of ministers of re- 
ligion. Hence it is that the duty of visitation is 
enjoined by the Christian religion itself. It is de- 
clared to be one of the grounds of acceptance by 
our final judge, *‘I was in prison and ye came unto 
me.” 


So far as my knowledge goes, no Christian sect 
has failed to enjoy the performance of this duty of 
visitation upon its ministers, while some of them, as 
the Catholics and Episcopalians, have aritual pre- 
pared for such occasions. What Christianity en- 
joins our laws and customs both tolerate and en- 
courage. From time immemorial, the judge has 
concluded the solemn sentence of death pronounced 
upon the prisoner with the prayer, ‘and may the 
Lord have mercy upon your soul.”” A custom as 
old, and as uniform, has sanctioned the visit of mi- 
nisters of the gospel to prepare the prisoner for that 
‘‘mercy’’? which the judge implores. Our statutes 
authorise the attendance of ministers at the execu- 
tion, but we all know that their offices, however 
important, are then less desired and less important 
to the unfortunate convict than during the season 
of imprisonment which intervenes before the exe- 
cution. Humanity as well as Christianity would 
condemn the sheriff or jailer, who would refuse to 
the ministers of the gospel admittance to the con- 
viet’s cell. But it may be answered, that this pri- 
vilege is not denied in the present case; that it is 
not abused and perverted to defeat the cause of 
justice. And it will be asked “is not the precau- 
tion reasonable?” I answer that it is reasonable 
where the religious faith of the convict and of the 
ministry he prefers does not object to such publicity. 
But it is certainly consistent with the spirit of tole- 
ration which pervades our free institutions, that the 
convict should enjoy the visits of ministers of bis 
own faith, whatever that faith may be, whether 
Catholic or Protestant. It is well understood to be 
an article of the Catholic religion, that confession 
before death in order to be effectual to obtain the 
Divine pardon ought to be made to a priest, and 
that that confession must be made without witness. 
It seems to me that the same principle of toleration 
requires that the Catholics should be allowed their 
privilege. According to his faith, the solaces of 
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such visitation are vainand a mockery, if they are 
not ministered by the functionary and in the man- 
ner which that faith prescribes. To refuse compli- 
ance with the peculiar manner which his consceience 
approves is to deny the solace altogether. By the 
constitution he is entitled to as free privileges in re- 
gard to creed as the Protestant who believes that 
confession should be made in another form. As a 
Protestant, I shonld execrate the tyranny which in 
a Catholic country would deny to one of my coun- 
trymen in a similar situation the consolation of reli- 
gion after the form approved by his own conscience, 
and, as an American, I should blush for the bigotry 
which would upon any plea, deny to the Roman 
Catholic equal indulgence. Itis nota sufficient 
reason to say that the priest may abuse his privilege. 
Members of the society of Friends are permitted by | 
law to give evidence upon their simple affirmation 
without an oath. Itis no valid objection to that 
law to say that Friends like other men may affirm 
falsely. 

So far as I have information the rite of private 
confession has never been denied to Catholics in 
this country, and I should be unwilling to construe 
the section I have quoted as requiring such a deni- 
al. I have no belief that such a result was contem- 
plated or foreseen by the legislature. The reason 
of the law does not apply, and I doubt not that the 
framer of the statute would be shocked by such an 
application of it. I do not hesitate therefore to say 
that “the presence of a keeper or inspector” herere- 
ferred to may, and ought to be dispensed with, and 
that the prisoner ought to be permitted to make his 
confession and receive the solaces of religion with- 
out being overheard by any other than his confessor 
and the great judge of the living and the dead. 

It is undoubtedly true that the sheriff may, and 
ought to deny access to a priest, if he has good 

round to suspect that it is his purpose to abuse it 
ee enabling the prisoner to escape, and therefore it 
is that the law refuses a discretion inthe sheriff; and 
in cases where he has doubts, though upon insuffi- 
cient grounds to justify a refusal of private conver- 
sation, he should adopt such other precautions as 
may be necessary to counteract the supposed design 
of the priest. In the present case, I am not in- 
formed that there is any such pretence. Mr. Gil. 
bride comes recoinmended to me asa respectable, 
upright and pious man. 

It is chiefly for the purpose of affording opportu- 
nity for repentance and preparation for death that 
our laws, unlike those of most other countries, pro- 
hibit the execution of the prisoner within a shorter 

eriod than four weeks after his conviction. That 
intervening period is expected to be devoted to 
preparation for death, and the instances are so rare 
as to excite astonishment where the prisoner does 
not invoke the spiritual aid of the ministry of his 
religion. 

If Mr. Gilbride has misunderstood, as is not im- 
possible, your views on the subject, this communi- 
cation is unnecessary, and I excuse myself for 
troubling you with it only upon the ground of soli- 
citude, that the prisoner may not, through any fault 
of the government be deprived of the religious pri- 
vileges he desires and needs. If on the other hand 
you have, as he supposes, decided that Mr. Gil- 
bride cannot be permittted to administer the appro- 
priate rites of his church, I respectfully recommend 
that you reconsider the subject, and grant his ap- 
plication. Iam, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, WM. H. SEWARD. 

To the sheriff of the county of Lewis. 


Denmark, Lewis co. July 11, 1839. 
His excellency Wm. H. Seward, governor of the 
stute of New York, Albany. 

Sir: On my return from Albany, I presented 
your excellency’s letter to the sheriff of the coun- 
ty. It had the desired effect. 

I deferred writing to your excellency untill 
should have seen the unhappy convict, lest, when 
I should apply for admission to him, some fresh 
whim should induce the good authorities at Mar- 
tinsburg to debar my access. 

Business of imperative necessity prevented me 
from visiting him sooner than to-day, but to-day I 
have seen him. 

And I cannot proceed farther until T acquit my- 
self of a duty which pleasure and honor prompt me 
to discharge. 

In the distressing case on which I was obliged to 
trouble your excellency two features were promi- 
nent—the time of the execution was fast approach- 
ing, and, in case the recommendationin your letter 


minently striking, and cheered the gloom with 
which the sad peculiarities of the case had afflicted 
me. 

An unfortunate being was under sentence of 
death, he was rapidly approaching the awful mo- 
ment which should finish his earthly career, and 
place him in that terrifying condition spoken of by 
St. Paul, xc. 3lv.ad. Heb. It is a fearful thing to 
fall into the hands of the living God, he cries out 
for the succor of that religion, whose holy ad- 
monitions and salutary influence he had so long 
and so totally neglected. The unhappy culprit 
cries in vain, his entreaties are unheard, he has the 
anguish to behold the minister of his religion whom 
he so much desires, refused to enter his lonely cell, 
and he is left to the enjoyment of feelings better 
felt than described. 

For the relief of this wretched man’s soul you 
interfered and you have the happiness of thinking 
that you were perhaps the means in the hands of 
God, of enabling him to pronounce on one of his 
prodigal children the happy benediction of the pa- 
rent, rather than the harrowing sentence of the 
judge. 

Religious liberty was grossly assailed, you told 
the terrified maiden not to dread, you extended the 
executive arm and snatched her from the grasp of 
her would be destroyer. 

In my own name, therefore permit me to thank 
your excellency forthe courteous manner of inter- 
course with me under such peculiar circumstances. 
I thank you in the name of the Holy Redeemer, 
whose bluvod,I hope, your intervention has been in- 
strumenfal in applying to one of his weak and sin- 
ful creatures. 

I thank you,in the name of religious liberty, 
whose sacred character you rescued from the pol- 
luted embrace of the sacrilegious ravasher. 

Wishing you the long enjoyment of the direct 
consciousness of the gentleman, and of the Chris. 
tian. Iam, with sentiments of sincere respect and 
high esteem, your excellency’s obedient servant. 

MICHAEL GILBRIDE. 


INTERESTING CORRESPONDENCE. 
Suffolk, Virginia, 10th April, 1839. 
The hon. Henry Clay: 

Sir: At a meeting of the whigs of Nansemond 
county, recently held in the town of Suffolk, a reso- 
lution was unanimously adopted, declaring ‘that the 
gallant stand of the southern whig members of the 
late congress of the United States, and particularly 
the efforts of Messrs. Clay, of the senate, Stanley of 
North Carolina, Prentiss of Mississippi, and Wise, 
of our own state, of the house of representatives, to 
expose and check the fell demon of abvlition, entitle 
them to the cordial thanks and gratitude of the 
friends of peace and good order, throughout the 
whole southern country.” 

It wa$ also “resolved, That a committee of three 
be appointed, who shall proceed forthwith, to trans- 
init to the honorable gentlemen specially designated 
in said resolution, a copy thereof, and express to 
them the high estimation entertained of their ser- 
ibe congress, generally, by the whigs of Nanse- 
mond.” 

Sir, the whigs of Nansemond have assigned as a 
duty entirely consentaneous to the sentiments of our 
own bosoms, and as their honored organ, we take a 
proud pleasure in communicating to you their enun- 
ciation of the exalted sense of gratitude and admira- 
tion which they entertain for your profound and 
eminent talents, your high and lofty patriotism, and 
the long and brilliant list of your public services. 
In coinmon with them, and with all of our political 
household, we feel for your sir, the profoundest es- 
teein and admiration. 

We will not, on the present occasion, enter into 
a political descant on the flagitious misdeeds of our 
weak and vicious rulers. To you, sir, they are 
known in all their horrid enormity. And your fear- 
less denunciation of, and indefatigable opposition to 
the reckless authors of those misdeeds, emiuently 
entitle you to the love and veneration of every, pa- 
triot in America. We will only remark, that we 
ascribe the causes of the mournful degeneracy in 
political virtue and morality and the consequent un- 
hapy condition of publie affairs, mainly, to the 





the United States—a man whose imbecility of in 
tellect, and bellicose propensities and passions, ren- 
dered him totally unfit for any civil office—the tenor 
of whose life exhibited an almost unbroken series 
of tyranny and immorality, And yet the people 
selected him above all others, to preside over their 





was refused, application should again be made to 
your excellency for some other and effectual relief. 

I was, therefore, necessitated to rush upon you 
at very unseasonable hours and use an urgency 
otherwise unpardonable. Your unfeigned affabili- 
ty and desire of expedition, and despatch, were pro- 


destinies. The sanction thus given to his nefarious 
acts, seems, indeed, to have been viewed by him as a 
commission of indulgence, to go on, and sin with 
impunity. 

The wily little Dutchman, the Machiavel of Ame- 
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election of Andrew Jackson to the presidency of 





and patient spirit of the people, and therefore threw 
himself in the wake of his “illustrious predecessor”’ 
and ‘followed in his footsteps.” 


Amidst the gloomy prospects which surround us, 
it is animating to turn our eyes tothe sages and pa- 
triots of the land. We behold in you, sir, the pre- 
eminent statesman, the immaculate patriot—one, 
who, in rendering “brilliant services” to his country 
has never been actuated by the low and sordid mo- 
tives of self-interest, but contemning all such de- 
grading impulses, has ever acted upon the principle 
of an expanded philanthropy and patriotism. One, 
who, in all his actions ‘had rather be right than be 
president; and who throughout his life has endea- 
voured to unite his own glory with the welfare and 
happiness of his country. With every sentiment of 
respect, your ob’t serv’ts, 

JOHN C. CRUMP, 

JOHN H. COHOON, 
THOMAS C. P. GODWIN. 


Ashland, 25th May, 1839. 

GENTLEMEN: I duly received the letter which 
you did me the honor to address me, transmitting a 
copy of a resolution adopted at a meeting of the 
whigs of Nansemoud county, recently held. 

Whilst I but too sensibly feel that they have 
placed an estimate entirely too high and flattering 
upon my capacity and upon the public services 
which I have been able to render, it affords me very 
great satisfaction to learn that I have been so fortu- 
nate as to obtain their approbation; and I request 
you to communicate to those whom you represent, 
iny respectful and grateful acknowledgements for 
the sentiments of respect and esteem with an ex- 
pression of which they have honored me. 


At the session of congress prior to the last, I pre- 
sented resolutions to the senate, touching the insti- 
tution of domestic slavery, embracing all the prin- 
ciples applicable to the subject, the maintenance of 
which appeared to me necessary to the security of 
property, the stability of our system of general go- 
vernment, and harmony among the states of the 
union, At the last session of congress, the ultra 
abolitionists had presented themselves under a new 
and alarming aspect. Instead of restricting their 
exertions to moral persuasion, addressed to the con- 
sciences of slave holders, keeping aloof from parties 
and politics, as they originally professed to be their 
intention, they had openly proclaimed their purpose 
to enter the political arena, and denouncing all who 
did not adopt their dogmas and agree with them, to 
force their principles and their men by the aid of the 
ballot box. It required but little foresight to dis- 
cern the frightful consequences which would result 
from this change of their position, if they should 
succeed. The union would be first convulsed 
throughout, and finally broken into fragments. I 
thought therefore at the last session, that the time 
was suitable to warn the country of their designs 
and efforts; and hence the speech which has com- 
mended itself to the approbation of the whigs of 
Nansemond. That speech is but an expangion of 
the argument embodied in the resolutions of the 
previous session. And TI shall be most happy if it 
sould contribute any thing towards arresting the 
mad career of these misguided men, and towards 
preserving that union which is the truest guarranty 
of all the high privileges which we enjoy. 


In the constitution of that union there is not a so- 
litary provision, fairly interpreted and fairly admi- 
nistered, which authorises any interference of con- 
gress with domestic slavery, as it exists in the Unit- 
ed States. There is not one, relating to the subject 
which does not recognise and treat slaves as lawful 
property, or look to the safety and security of that 
property. The clause which fixes the representa- 
tion in the popular branch of congress, establishes 
a ratio founded upon the acknowledged existence of 
slavery; and in the appointinent of direct taxes 
among the states, slaves are assumed to be lawful 
property. On the occasion of the imposition of a 
direct tax, to prosecute the Jast war with Great Bri- 
tain, slaves were taxed by congress, as slaves, and 
their proprietors paid the tax accordingly. The 
provision which secures the surrender of fugitive 
slaves to their owners, of course, admits that they 
are legitimate property, and was intended to pre- 
serve peace and harmony among the states, | have 
seen, with inexpressible surprise and deep regret 
that it has been contended not only that this conser. 
vative stipulation may be evaded, but that it is even 
meritorious to violate it. Meritorious to violate an 
express injunction of that constitution which man 
of us are solemnly sworn, and are all bound faith. 
fully to support! If any citizens of the United 
States, who object to a particular part of the consti- 
tution, may elude and disregard it, other cilizens, 
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cred instrument would be the necessary conse- 
quence. 

I agree with you, gentlemen, in most of what you 
say in regard to the present condition of our public 
affairs. In contemplating it there is much to de- 
press, but I rejoice much also to animate and en- 
courage the genuine patriot, and to stimulate his 
most energetic exertions. New and alarming prin- 
ciples, dangerous practices, great abuses and exten- 
sive corruption have been introduced into the gene- 
ral administration, during the few last years. I 
have witnessed their progress, with profound regret 
and deep mortification. But sentiments of despair 
are never to be indulged as to the fortunes or fate of 
the republic. An enlightened and virtuous people 
require only to be convinced of the evil to apply an 
efficacious remedy; and this conviction is forcin 
itself upon them, in spite of all the efforts whic 
have been made, and are making, to deceive and 
betray them, 

I thank you, gentlemen, cordially, for the friendly 
and flattering manner in which you have executed 
the commission assigned to you by the whigs of 
Nansemond; and request you to be assured of the 
sentiments of esteem and regard, with which, I am, 
faithfully, your friend and ob’t serv’t, 

H. CLAY, 


Messrs. John C. Crump, Thomas H. B. Goodwin, 
and John C. Cahoon, &c. &c. 


DINNER TO MR. RIVES. 
From the Richmond Whig. 

It will be seen, from the following correspon- 
dence, that the hon. Wm. C. Rives accepts the invi- 
tation to partake ofa dinner at Louisa Court House. 
We are requested to state that the dinner will take 
place on Saturday the 7th of September. 

Louisa Court House, July 10th, 1839. 
To the honorable Wm. C. Rives: 

Sir: The undersigned, a committee appointed for 
and on behalf of many of the citizens of the county 
of Louisa, are requested to inform you of the high 
estimation in which they hold your recent inde- 
pendent course in the senate of tlie United States. 

They have been much pleased to witness the firm 
and patriotic stand which you deemed it your duty 
to take, in opposition to the sub-treasury, which 
the undersigned regard as having no merit of its 
own, and nothing to recommend it to the adoption 
of the American people, save the executive will.— 
They do not regard it as less dangerous in 1839, 
than it was in 1834; but they regard it now as then, 
asa measure calculated to increase, to an alarming 
extent, the executive arm of our federal govern- 
ment, already toostrong for a representative repub- 
lic; to subject the public treasury to the pilferings 
of a hundred hands, where not one can now reach 
it; to create a better currency for the rulers, and a 
worse for the people; and they regard it as a mea- 
sure, in perfect collision with the republican prin- 
ciples of 798 and ’99, which ought to be cherished 
and sustained by every true disciple of the depart- 
ed Madison and Jefferson. 

The able opposition which you deemed it proper 
to make, against a measure so dangerous to the li- 
berties and to the true interests of the country, en- 
titles you to the most respectful gratitude and re- 
gard of all who are desirous to perpetuate our free 
institutions, and particularly to the gratitude and 
regard of the citizens of your native state, whom 
you have so long and so highly honored. We are 
aware that your hostility to the favorite measure of 
an adwinistration with which you had so cordially 
co-operated, in carrying out constitutional and ex- 
pedient measures—ol an administration too, which 
you honestly aided to elect, is by some ascribed to 
personal and interested motives; but when we con- 
sider that that hostility is against the favorite mea- 
sure of an administration, by adhering to which you 
might reasonably expect personal preferment, we 
cannot otherwise than regard your recent course 
as one suggested by motives of honesty, disinter- 
estedness and patriotism, and which renders you 
worthy of a continuation of the confidence of your 
native state. 

In consideration of your independent course, we 
are requested by many of your fellow-citizeus of 
Louisa county, to tender you a public dinner, to be 
given at Louisa Court House, on Saturday, the 27th 
instant, or on such other day, as may better suit 


4 convenience. 

fens PLEASANT HACKETT, 
JOS. K. PENDLETON, 
JNO. R. QUARLES, 
NATH'L MILLS, 
WM. F. JOHNSON, 
CHALES B. HOPKINS, 
JNO. ELLIS, 
BUSHROD W. BRANHAM, 
WM. M. AMBLER, 
DANIEL E. HICKMAN. 











Castle Hill, July 15th, °39. 

GENTLEMEN: J have had the honor to receive 
your letter of the 9th instant, in which you inform 
me of your deputation as a committee, on behalf 
of many of my fellow citizens of the county of 
Louisa, to communicate to me “the high estima- 
tion in which they are pleasad to hold my recent 
independent course in the senate of the U. States.” 

I need hardly say to you, gentlemen, that this 
spontaneous and generous expression of the uppro- 
bation of my fellow citizens of the county of Louisa, 
is most 2 pein to my feelings. Happily, under 
our republican system, the sober and intelligent 
mass of the people unagitated by the violence of 
party passions, and unseduced by selfish or ambi- 
tious views, constitute the tribunal of last resort, to 
sitin judgment on the conduct of public men, and 
to decide every question of public concernment. 
However regardless I have been of the clamor of 
mere party denunciation, when it has been neces- 
sary to encounter it in the honest and conscientious 
discharge of my duty to my constituents and my 
country, I have never heard the real voice of the 
people, whether uttered in censure or in praise, 
but with sincere deference and respect. With this 
just sensibility to the opinion of the great body of my 
countrymen, the sentiments vou have been commis- 
sioned to express to me in the name of many of my 
feliow citizens of Louisa—a country so long dis- 
tinguished by the purity and soundness of its re- 
publican principles—could not but effect me with 
lively satisfaction, and call for my grateful acknow- 
ledgments. 

In your condemnation of the sub-treasury scheme, 
and in the high and over-ruling grounds of objec- 
tion to it, so forcibly stated by you, I entirely and 
heartily concur. A scheme more directly calculat- 
ed to increase the executive power, by adding to 
its already enormous resources of patronage and 
influence, the uncontrolled possession of the public 
treasure—‘ project more fitiy adapted to organize, 
in the hands of the government, a formidable mo- 
neyed power, which would speedily invest itself 
with the functions, and acquire the fearful predo- 
minence of a colossal treasury bank—a measure, in 
short, in all its aspects, more hostile to the public 
liberty, the public morals, and the public prosperi- 
ty, or more vitally at war with the jealous republi- 
can principles of ’98 and ’99, (which ought to be 
peculiarly dear to Virginia), has never, in my bum- 
ble judgment, been presented for the consideration 
of the American people. Such, you truly remark, 
were the views entertained of it by the whole re- 
publican party, (with the exception of a single dis- 
sentient only, so far as was known), in 1834, when 
it was brought forward under other political aus- 
pices. Seeing no reason to think differently of the 
measure in 1837, when, to the great surprise of 
many of his friends, it was espoused and earnestly 
recommended by the present chief magistrate, I had 
no alternative, as an honest public servant, regard- 
ing the great interests of the country as paramount 
to every personal or party consideration, than to 
oppose it with unabated firmness. 

This measure, so justly obnoxious to the objec- 
tions you have stated to it, and so repeatedly and 
decisively repudiated by the solemn sense of the 
nation, is, (it seems), still to be pressed upon a re- 
luctant people, until ‘they shall be fatigued into 
compliance’’—a vexation, be it remembered, special- 
ly euumerated in the list of grievances and wrongs 
set forth in the Declaration of American Indepen- 
dence! The president himself bas recently entered 
the field of political controversy in hehalf of his 
favorite policy, and has announced that “the period 
is rapidly approaching”? when all opposition to it, 
sustained now, as he says, only by “private in« 
terests and personal considerations,” will unavoida- 
bly cease.* By what*private interests and personal 
considerations” the chief magistrate supposes the 
great body of the American people to be actuated 
in their opposition to his cherished scheme, or by 
what appliances their epinions, founded on and ma- 
tured by years of deliberate and careful reflection, 
are to be made, all at once, “unavoidably” to cease, 
I know not; but I am greatly mistaken in the spirit 
and character of my countrymen, ifeither executive 
dictation or executive denunciation, any more than 
executive blandishments, can prevail on them to 
surrender the honest convictions of their understand- 
ings to the requisition of power. [ think I may 
answer for you, gentlemen, that though most, if 
not all, of you were ardent supporter of the presi- 
dent’s election, no inducement of that sort can ope- 
rate on you to abandon an opposition which, as 
freemen, it is your right, and as patriots, it is your 
duty, to make to every public measure which your 
judgments condemn; and for myself, honored by 

*See the president’s speech at Castle Garden, New 
York, and his letter to a committee at York, in Penn- 
sylvania. 











your generous confidence, 1 promise you that, what- 
ever other ‘individual efforls may be discontinued,” 
mine shall never cease to be exerted with all the 
humble ability [ possess, in every lawful and pro. 
per mode, whether in private or public life, to ar- 
rest a measure which, I believe ‘with you, to be 
fraught with most imminent hazards to the liberty 
and happiness of our common country. 

Your kind invitation to meet you and those of my 
fellow citizens whom you represent, at a public 
dinner to be given at Louisia Court House, I accept 
with pleasure; and understanding that some day in 
the early part of September will be as convenient 
and agreeable to my friends as the day first sug- 
gested by you, while it will be more consistent 
with arrangements I had already made for an ex- 
cursion of health and recreation, fgr some weeks, 
with my family, I await your discretion in the de- 
signation of any day you may think proper to fix in 
that month. 

Accept, I pray you, gentlemen, for yourselves, 
and be pleased to convey to those of my fellow citi- 
zens of Louisa on whose behalf you act, with my 
cordial acknowledgments for their kindness, the sen- 
timents of sincere respect and esteem with which I 
am their and your most obedient servant, 

W.C. RIVES. 
To Messrs. Pleasant Huckett, Joseph K. Pendleton, 

John R. Quarles. Nath. Mills, Wm. F. Johnson, 

Charles B. Hopkins. John Ellis, Bushrod W. 

Branham, Wm. M. Ambler, Daniel E. Hickman 

committee, &c. &c. 


REMARKS OF THE HON.C. J. INGERSOLL. 
From the Philadelphia Spirit of the Times. 

The following remarks of the hon. Charles Ja- 
red Ingersoll, delivered before the Harvest Home 
celebration yesterday, we like so well, placing in 
the true light, as he has done, the relative situation 
of town and country, that we have given up to 
them, entire, our editorial columns, and ask for them 
from every reader, a calm and unprejudiced pe- 
rusal: 

What is most worthy of notice at a harvest home 
just now, near the “great town,” as Penn called 
Philadelphia, is the striking contrast between town 
and country; so that here, within sight of our beau- 
tiful metropolis, we are different people, in another 
region, reminded by our merriment, and their mi- 
sery, of the poet’s saying that 

“(od made the country and man made the town.” 

Only five miles from the exchange of Philadel- 
phia, all about us is exultation and gratitude for 
bounties, while we can almost hear our neighbors 
in town, in the midst of peace, plenty and pros- 
perity, wailing gnashing and cursing at hard 
times, tight days, bad markets and grievances, 
which we are strangers to. Every thing that the 
great producer, mother earth, affords, flourishes at 
this delightful season, in the utmost exuberance, 
throughout our chosen land. Those who depend on 
harvests for happiness, and the banks of running 
streainrs for support, instead of banks of disconnt 
and their runners, are well to do, and grateful for 
it. But just below these Germantown hills stands 
a noble city, in all the just pride of its mar- 
ble magnificence, with unequalled facilities, both 
natural and artificial, for happiness and enjoyment, 
crowded with intelligent and enterprising pec- 
ple, most of them respectable, moral and indus- 
trious, yet so many in agonies of want and dismay 
as to disturb the whole with uneasiness. Not poor 
people; that is, not such as live on charity, but poor 
rich, depending on banks and living on paper, 
which is very hard diet. No pestilence, no famine 
or war, to impoverish them; but with health, flou- 
rishing commerce, thriving manufactures, mild, 
good government, in short, all that is necessary to 
prosper, yet in real distress and bitter complaining. 
Hundreds, perhaps thousands, are now living in 
Philadelphia; grinning horrible ghastly smiles, in 
daily dread of ruin. Why are the men of the fields 
so well off, while their brethren of the town are so 
miserable? Simply because our fellow. townsinen, 
with all their superior learning, wisdom, and dis- 
play, suffer themselves to be governed, and the 
whole country to be disquieted by usurers, specu- 
lators, and extortioners who will not work, but 
continually excite commotions, pressures and pa- 
nics, by insane contrivances to make money 
of rags, and fortunes in aday. Fatal experience 
shows that it cannot be done but that dreadful reac- 
tions inevitably follow their overstraining, and seem 
only to stimulate these jugglers to more desperate 
attempts to pass paper for silver, while the abused 
community submits to their abominations, if it 
does not applaud them. War, pestilence and fa- 
mine combined, would notinflict the wretchedness 
which towns, great and small, (for nearly every one 
either wants or has it incorporated, that is, its regu- 
larly stockaded and barricaded paper fort, manned 
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with privileged, intangible garrisons to fire money 
from), suffer, and make others suffer, from these 
banditti. Despising the mother that bore them, 
eur common mother, the earth, these necroman- 
cers having bolted the great highway by industry to 
competency, hasten to get rich by gambling in bye 
ways. Our towns are overrun by them as much 
as those of some parts of Europe are by other stur- 
dy beggars. New York is even more infested by 
them than Philadelphia. New York and Philadel- 
hia are suffering from them as much as they did 
m the cholera. Numbers, vulgarly called gen- 
tlemen, are reduced to great straits, some of them 
to disgrace. by a town malaria which originated in 
original sin, and poisons the blood not only of indi- 
viduals, but the whole community, producing an 
itch worse than the leprosy of old. oney or cur- 
rency is the blood of the body politic. Derange it, 
and the whole system is disrodered. All contrivances 
to make it out of other substances than all man- 
kind have always used, that is, without precious 
metal and without labor, are absurd, and con- 
trary to the laws of nature. You mightas well un- 
dertake to make corn ripen in one cold winter night. 
The deception which has been so successful of 
palming off paper on people for gold and silver, is 
as mere a cheat as wooden nutmegs, but much 
more injurious than that small fraud. It is the 
grand imposture of modern times, and the antidote 
of free government. Witchcraft is less foolish (and 
respectable Quakers have been hanged for it) than 
the slight of hand by which thousands of our poor 
deluded fellow townsmen are sold to the evil spirit 
by paper money. Witches are peor devils. But 
money mongers are terrible loco focos that go off 
by spontaneous combustion, and like burning prai- 
ries, consume all before them. Borrowing by bank 
discounts is the subtlest of seductions, the very 
worst of all ways of being led into temptation. 
Accommodation paper is millions gambling in mil- 
lions. If one steals a cent, it is larceny; but ifone 
hundred incorporated, cheat widows and orphans of 
ali they have by paper money, they are privileged 
by law to do ,it, and go to church like gentle- 
men. It is wonderful how a free and considerate 
people can submit to such absurd wrongs. The 
paper money mongers areat once suicides and 


fratricides. They destroy money, morals, law, 
order, industry, liberty, equality and property. 
They ruin the very standards of value. here is 


the use of congress being empowered by the con- 
stitution to fix the standard of weights and mea- 
sures, if every wild cat bank can unsettle it; make a 
yard four feet long or one as it pleases; a bushel 
hold a peck or a gallon; a pound weigh an ounce or 
two pounds? Gambling, habitual intoxication, bet- 
ting on elections and other misdemeanors, are no- 
thing tothe monstrous vice and immorality. Police 
reports and insolvent courts are full of its perpe- 
trators and victims—jails not as full as they might 
be. It is not the crazy instruments of the contri- 
vance who are so much to blame, as the system it- 
self, which is fatally false, aud ought to be exposed. 
The best men in the world could not make it other 
than very bad. Itis incredible how the few lead 
the many in this matter—how they pinch the poor 
and cheat the rich—the poor rich, too blind to see the 
hand filching them. The system is rotten to the 
coré, marrow, bones and all, dishonest, unlawful, 
impracticable and ruinous. 

When Robert Morris and Alexander Hamil- 
ton are vouched by some, and censured by others, 
as the author of modern banking, both parties 
wrong those great financiers. The bank of North 
America had dollars in coin, for dollars in paper, 
when Morris founded it, (as all banks have begun), 
asa temporary expedient, The notes of the first 
bank of the United States were always instantly 
convertible, when Hamilton made the first fatal ex- 
opt es of taking bank notes for public dues. 

either of them ever countenanced such a thing as 
mere paper, not convertible. The vile adulteration 
gince grown up, is an American bastard, of British 
parentage; a stupendous fraud on mankind; a to- 
tal overthrow of all law and common sense; the 
dreadful offspring of dire necessity, forged in Bri- 
tish privy council, under the white heat of war 
pressure, and smuggled into the world; but recalli- 
ed and disowned by the British government with 
shame and sorrow, for its sins, when the impend- 
ing danger was over. It was a mere temporary 
expedient, used like sublimate of mercury, to ef- 
fect immediate salavation. And this villainous shift 
we have put on, to stick to us like Hercules’s fatal 
shirt, as our best clothing. We,take extreme me- 
dicine, poison, as our daily fare; and its conse- 
quences are distemper, wretchedness, dispair, and 
short-lived being—dissolution in remorse instead of 
long life, health and happiness. It is a scourge 
ee to this country, in this respect, the most 

enighted and stupid in the world: a deep stain on 


i 


our national character, doing us immense injury 
abroad: a cancer in the American breast. It has 
recolonized us to England. It forces tribute from 
us harder than we ever took up arms against. The 
holy alliance of despots regard it with delight as 
feitering beyond their coubitied power republican 
energy and American development. It seems to 
be our doom. All science, experience, instinct 
teach that there is but one kind of money. But we 
half-informed Yankees, just too much educated to 
work, are put upon every device to live without it 
and with all our sharp-sightedness cannot perceive 
what every man, woman and child knows, that pa- 
per is not metal—perhaps there is something in the 
very trick of it that takes with Yankee. It ismar- 
vellous what a small number by this delusion con- 
found and control the whole country. 

These gamblers call themselves merchants, and 
rail at all endeavors to check their designs as inju- 
rious and inimical to commerce. The merchants 
ought to disown them. A bona fide merchant is 
an honor and benefit to any commonwealth. There 
were two such brothers whose summer residences 
were in Germantown; gentlemen who minded their 
business, enriched themselves, and comforted the 
community, who were universally respected. But 
did they shave notes, fly exchange kites, stand 
trembling at a bank counter for the grinding of a 
bit of accommodation paper, or tear men’s coats off 
to get stock in some new fancy, chartered to cheat? 
No, never. Merchants are not bulls nor bears, 
your jobbing gentry, who neither toil nor spin, yet 
are arrayed like Solomon in all his glory, and keep 
almost as many mistresses. There are hundreds of 
bank waiting men lounging about town, who in the 
country might be much more independent and re- 
spectable—and cured of dyspepsia and debt at the 
saine time. If the real merchants would discoun- 
tenance these counterfeits, the lawyers would fol- 
low, and then the press, and so we should get ridof 
the dynasty, whose influence nuw is prodigious. I 
trust our young geutlemen will see that neither 
riches or honor come of discounts, debts, specula- 
tions, and fictitious credit. I always thought ita 
mistake in general Jackson to say that bank dis- 
counts and paper money make the rich richer. 
There are ten thousand blanks to one prize in that 
lottery. Look round through all the splendid mise- 
ry of the flashy borrowers, where do you see a man 
grown even rich sg them? Hundreds flutter 
about on paper wings, looking down with upstart 
contempt on honest thrift trudging along. But the 
end crowns the work. There is a French proverb 
which says—‘‘we’ll see when he dies.” Industry 
never fails. Speculation seldom wins. The end 
of the speculators is commonly as hard asthe way 
of transgressors. The jail or the poor-house is 
mostly hislast stage. The flour speculators, the 
cotton speculators, the land speculators, and the 
stock speculators, the nabobs, the gilded butterflies 
of yesterday, are withered to crawling wormsagain 
to-day. 

The bitter lessons they both learn and teach 
ought to satisfy us that time, aS well as labor, are 
indispensable elements in all solid acquirements; 
that discounts are not property, nor paper gold. 
The countryman, with his dirty acres, is richer than 
the trademan on paper pinions. None get rich by 
gambling, and afewinahurry. If the old Roman 
had put alittle Greek into his veto, he would have 
argued that, while paper money does indeed grind 
the poor, yet it seldom makes the rich richer. 
The rich lose more, though they may suffer less 
by it than the poor. Itis the great, if not the 
only cause of the striking difference existing be- 
tween the towns and the farms of our common 
country; and if country people could but unite 
against the disorganizers, as they greatly outuum- 
ber them, they could put them down with ease at 
once, 

There jis one and only one simple cure for the 
evil, and that is no paper money under, at any rate, 
twenty dollars. There is gold and silver enough in 
the country if the banks would let it circulate. If 
the superior enterprise, more constant, and “more 
universal labor of the United States were not de- 
prived of the only certain standard of value, that 
by which all other nations measure for themselves 
and for us too, domestic exchanges would be equal, 
and foreign exchanges in our favor against all parts 
of the world. Europe would be constantly in debt 
to us;and we should export our manufactures to 
Europe, Asia and Africa. All other protection to 
American industry is futile but payments in gold 
and silver, They are the only American system; 
a tariff without them is nonsense. There is not 
time now to develope a political view of this sub- 
ject, which may be rendered very striking, espe- 
cially to young men: I mean the aristocratic effect 
of paper money. : 





\ It is common to talk of an aristocracy of wealth; 





but as, in my humble opinion, gambling on credit 
seldom, if ever, leads to wealth, itis wrong to call 
the apes of aristocracy it raises from all-fours to 
walking upright, an aristocracy of wealth, for they 
have no wealth. Instead of presenting a view of 
this part of the subject now, however, | must leave 
that tail of aristocracy for some future exposition, 
and close at present by one practical and personal 
illustration. There was a poor village boy, of 
humble parents, who managed, as he grew up, by 
good conduct to work his way along, till he saved 
sume money, earned by practising asa lawyer. He 
resisted the temptation of speculation, though it was 
rife all about him, and stuck to his business. 
While his acquaintances were most of them all 
agog for making money by banks and other corpo- 
rations, and burning their fingers with discounts to 
get rich ina day, he preferred investing his gains 
in land, and letting it he like seed to ripen and bear 
fruit. By such investment, as often happens, he 
grew rich, so rich that he said he was ashamed for 
thinking so much of it. His neighbors finding him 
trustworthy, called hii into public service, in the 
state legislature, and gradually he rose from one 
place to another, till he became sucha public favo- 
rite, that crowds of people welcomed him, like La- 
fayette, wherever he went, and especially country 
people. Some say he drives a gilded coach, with 
servants in fine liveries, which, if so, is not like his 
taste generally; though probably it is a handsome 
equipage, as he has become president of the United 
States, supplied by law with liberal means to main- 
tain the dignity of that elevated station. 

Froin his career, avarice and ambition may learn 
amoral. His administration is striving against the 
paper power, which Washington and Madison, and 
the other fathers of our present government flatter- 
ed themselves they had put down. In the course 
of buman events, however, it afterwards stole a 
terribie march upon us; and, let us confess, not 
with too much democratic assistance. President 
Jackson, God bless him! came with his iron nerve 
and head of granite, heated in a volcano, to set his 
giant popuiarity against that foe, as he set his no- 
ble breast against the foe at New Orleans; the pa- 
per money foe denounced by Madison in the Fede- 
ralist as worse than enemies in arms—more formi- 
dable to American liberty and equality, morality 
and property, union and harmony. President Van 
Buren, in his calm, considerate way, has set him- 
self against ittoo. The speculators say he wants 
to injure trade and break the banks. But just the 
contrary: he is sustaining them against counterfeits. 
He says to the banks: ‘Gentlemen, I wish you no 
harm; but I think, after so many experiments, 
equally injurious to you and to government, you 
ought not to use public money, which the -law 
punishes as delinquency when done by individuals. 
You may use what kind of money you like; but 
the law and the constitution requires gold and sil- 
ver for public dues.”” This is the whole question 
which agitates the country. The speculators are 
like a disturbed hornet’s nest—all fury and spite. 
But who ever attack them? Who made the banks 
burst? Not government. What makes the shaving 
shops in town go off like blasted rocks? Was it 
not themselves who drilled the holes and used the 
gunpowder? They must and will use usury—it 
inust be in paper money—it must be borrowed 
inoney—it must be pubiic money—and it must be 
kept in chartered corporations. The president 
mildly, if not meekly,says not. Having preserved 
his own chastity of pocket from miscellaneous in- 
tercourse, he desires to restore that of government, 
which, by one false step after another, since gene- 
ral Hatilton’s first flirt witha bark, had got, at 
last, to downright polygamy, and was half ruined 
by keeping a whole harem of these mistresses. It 
is a hard task, to be sure, to reform a confirmed 
rake; but is not the president in duty bound to try 
and restore the constitution to its original vigour? 
I think he will succeed—he is so lucky, and the 
thing isso very reasonable. He got the hetter of 
the British when they roused the Maine-iacs, Fine 
fellows! those men in Maine! There is so much 
method in their madness! Congress, by acclama- 
tion, all parties, voting Martin Van Buren dictator 
of all North America, though a bold stroke, was a 
glorious spectacle of republican might. It told in 
London and Paris like the capture of Saratoga, 
Yorktown and New Orleans. These peaceable vic- 
tories are excellent things for cheap government, 
such as the U. States have lately won over the two 
greatest powers of Europe. It is really doing 
wonders, by mere dread of democracy, without 
fleets and armies. If such exploits are followed up 
by an act of emancipation from the money power, 
the United States, with seventeen millions of peo- 
ple, will fulfil the destiny marked out by their great 
declarator of independence, and town and cuuntry 
will prosper altogether. 
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CHRONICLE. 

Wilmington whalers. In our last we meutioned the 
arrival at Wilmington, of the whailing ship North 
America. The Delaware Journal states that she was 
out about fourteen months—and abvut nine of these 
were passed in going to and coming from her fishing 
grounds—leaving about five months tor engagement in 
actual fishing. She brought in about 2, barrels, 


about 60 or 70 of which are sperm. She disposed of 


fifteen hundred dollars worth at Hobarts-town, the cash 
fur which she brought with her—and afterwards filled 
the vacancy occasioned in her aie Oe taking more 
whales. She has on board about 20,000 Ibs. of bones. 
This voyage is extraordinary, and speaks well for the 
knowledge, experience and activity of the captain and 
crew, and while it is profitable to the company, will 
inspire new hope and animation in those engaged in 
this excellent enterprise. 


Serious casualty. We learn that the train of burden 
cars, loaded with cotton for the Laurel factory, on the 
Patuxent, took fire poencey from the sparks of the 
locomotive engine, on the Washington rail road, and 
that about forty bales of cotton were consumed. The 
loss sustained in consequence of this accident, is esti- 
mated at about three thousand dollars. Experience 
seems to have demonstrated that, while the moving 
power of the engines in use upon rail roads is generat- 
ed by the combustion of wood as tuel, it is exceedingly 
dificult to avoid an occasional accident by fire upon the 
line of the road. This being assumed, asit can hardly 
be controverted, the greater safily—we might almost 
say the thoroug! safty—of coal, when used for that pur- 
pose, ought to be a strong recommendation to the latter, 
and to secure it the preference in all cases, so far as 
practicable. [ Balt. Patriot. 


Steamboat accident. ‘The Rochester Democrat states 
that on the evening of the 9th instant, as the steamboat 


United States was going out of port, she encountered |" 


the Great Britain, or the two boats struck each other, 
by which both were very much injured. A la-ge break 
was made in the U. States, and the Great Britain lost 
most of her deck—insomuch that her boilers were en- 
tirely bare. The United States immediately returned 
to make repairs, and after a short time again put out, 
but after going about forty miles, she was obliged to 
snc on account of a great leakage and a strong head 
wind. 


Large claim. On Saturday last a deed was shown 
us, dated several years before the treaty of William 
Penn with the Indians. The deed secures many thou- 
sand acres of land in New Jersey to the holder of it 
and his heirs. A few days ago one of the heirs ascer- 
tained that this deed was in the possessivn of an indi- 
vidual who, at the conflagration of the recorder’s office 
ahout 50 years ago, probably saved and retained it. 
The heir immediately called upon him, demanded and 
obtained it. Suits, we understand, will shortly be in- 
stituted for this land by the claimant, who 1s a shoe- 
maker by profession. Several counties in the state of 
New Jersey are included in this claim. [Phil Ledg. 


An effective blow. A young man in Middletown val- 
ley a short time since killed a garter snake with the 
extrordinary number of one hundred and two young 
snakes in einbryo. ‘This is no snake story. 

[Frederick Examiner. 


Large cocoonery. The editor of the Philadelphia 
United S:ates Gazette gives an account of a visit to 
the Highfield cocoonery, near Philadelphia, owned 
by Philip Physic, esq. ‘he building is one hundred 
aud twenty feet long and thirty feet wide, three stories 
high. The basement contains a steam engine for 
propelling machinery, a repository for mulberry leaves, 
where they are kept dry without withering, and an 
apartment for culinary purposes. In the upper stories, 
there are the hatching room in which thirty-five thou- 
sand silk worms were hatched in one morning, and 
the feeding room, in which the spinning was done, 
an immense room supplied with shelves, hurdles, 
galleries, ranges of shelves on railways, and locomo- 
tive steps for reaching the different hurdles. In this 
great roum there are feeding one million four hundred 
thousand worms. Near the building was growing four 
hundred thousand multicaulis trees. On the top of the 
house was a reservoir of water, from which bg de- 
scend to every room. ‘The water is pumped from a 
well in the yard and conveyed to the house top, a dis- 
tance of sixty-three feet, by dog power, 


Not so fast. Mr. Buckingham, the editor of the 
Bostow Courier, and one of the officers of the Bunker 
Hill monument association, states that if thirty thou- 
sand dollars have been subscribed towards the com- 
pletion of the Bunker’s Hill monument, the directors 
know nothing about tt. 


The Turkish law against duelling is very severe. 
The survivor in a duel which took place in Constan- 
tinople, was found guilty of murder and decapitated. 
The parties were rival lovers. 


The two bundreth anniversary of the landing of the 
first Ursuline nuns who settled in Canada, and also of 
the sisters of the Hotal Dieu, was celebrated at Quebec 
on the Ist ultimo. The founders of these institutions 
were the dutchess d’Anyillion and Madame de la Pol- 
terie, to whom and their ancestors, the poor of Canada 
are much indebted. 


State loan. We learn that the banks which some 
time since made a temporary loan to the state have 


state from the embarrassment which its failure to ob- 
tain it from other sources might have occasioned. 
[Phil. North Ame. 


The governor of Florida has made arrangements 
with the Union bank for a loan on the bonds of the 
territory for a sum sufficient to purchase arms, pro- 
visions, &c. and the maintenance of a territorial force 
independent of the United States for the protection of 
the frontier. An application for arms and provisions 
made by the governor to col. Davenport, commanding 
United States forces, was refused. 


Frontier Indians. In November, 1838, it was ‘esti- 
mated that the number of emigrate Indians west of the 
Mississippi amounted to 81,082. Of the indigenous 
tribes, the commissioner of Indian affairs reported 
231,806 as within striking distance of the western fron- 
tier. ‘I'he whole number of removed and native tribes 
to the west of Missouri and Arkansas is 312,888. Of 
these it is officially estimated that every fifth individual 
1s a warrior; constituting a force of 62,577 warriors. 

_ Of the Indians remaining to the east of the Missis- 
sippi in November, and under treaty stipulations to re- 
move, there were 26,482. [N. Y. Courier. 


Copper mine in Essex county, N. J. There has been 
opened, within a few weeks, a copper mine in_the 
neighboring town of Topsfield, in this county. It is 
in the southwest side of the town, near the Danvers 
and Middleton lines. It promises thus far, we under- 
stand to yield a good quantity and quality of this metal. 

[Salem Advocate. 


New aye metal. The Foreign Monthly Review says 
that a Mr. Colson, type founder, of Clermont, England, 
has obtained a patent for making types from a new 
composition, much harder than that in common use. 
Types made from it will last ten years, even under 
steam printing. 

Liberation of prisoners. A letter received at Roches- 
ter from Kingston, (U. C.) states that the lieutenant go- 
vernor has pardoned the following persons, taken pri- 
soners at Windmill last fall, and sent them to the U. 
States at the expense of the British government. Nine 
are Americans and two Frenchmen. Oliver Lawton, 
Auburn—Samuel Livingston, Lisbon—Edgar Rogers, 
Watertown—John M. Jones, Philadelphia, Jefferson’ 
ee eee Powers, Dexter—John Graves, Grand 
Island, Vermont—D. Delafield, Oswego—Levi Chap- 
man, Morristown-—Turman Chipman, do.-—Bapust 
Raza, Montreal—Alonzo Mayoit, Rosseau, St. Law- 
rence county. It is believed that all the prisoners in 
the fort, amounting to 70, will be liberated soon, pro- 
vided no disturbance occur on the frontier. 


John David Fink has been recognized by the presi- 

dent of the United States, as consul of pion 

for the port of New Orleans, and for the state of Mis- 

sissippi, Alabama and the territory of Florida; and 

n i aptong Frey as consul of Baden, for the port of New 
rleans. 


New cotton. New Orleans August 6. The steam- 

boat Arabian, from Louisville which she left on the 27th 
ult. brought down six bales of the new crop from Rod- 
ney. We have understood that five bales were sold 
on landing at 15 cents per pound. The quality is 
good fair. 
_ Accident. As the steamboat Mazeppa was proceed- 
ing towards Madisonville, on Sunday last, with several 
passengers on board, one of the young men engaged 
to row one of the boats during the race went into the 
mate’s cabin to change his dress. While there, he 
unguardedly threw a lighted segar intoa small keg 
or barrel standing near, but, on turning round and per- 
ceiving that the keg contained gun-powder, he stooped 
for the purpose of removing the segar, when an ex- 
plosion took place, by which the young man was very 
severely scorched and wounded, the cabin blown to 
atoms, and the greatest confusion and alarm caused 
among all on board. We understand the individual, 
though seriously injured, is likely to recover. 


Steamboat sunk. The steamboat Empress, Russell, 
from St. Louis, reports the loss of the steamboat Casket, 
sunk at Mount Vernon. Also, the steamboat Sultan, 
snagged and sunk in 10 feet water at head of No. 8, 
on the 29:h of July. The boat and cargo a total loss. 











[ Bee. 

Canal tolis. Amount of tolls collected on the New 

York state canals: 
1838. 1839. 

April, . - 127,670 36 103,019 40 
May, - - * 213.355 81 301,638 80 
June, - - 173 096 00 198,972 09 
ena : 160,635 04 152,792 42 
674,807 21 761,422 71 
674/807 21 
Excess in 1839, 86,615 50 


Churches in Virginia. We gather from an editorial 
article in the Religious Herald, the following statistics 
in respect to the number of communicants in the 
churches of the principal Christian denominations in 
Virginia. 


In the Baptist churches, 60,000 communicants. 


Methodist Episcopal church, 50.000 do. 
Protestant Episcopal church, 3,700 " do. 
Presbyterian church, 12,000 do. 


The United States court at Boston have decided that 
a claim by seamen for wages, after a vessel is pro- 





converted it into a permanent one; thus relieving the 


nounced unseaworthy, is not tenable. 





Audubon’s orinthology. The Boston Atlas, in statins 
that the last chapter of this stupendous work has been 
completed, remarks~The conclusion has been attain. 
ed of an undertaking, which, unrivalled for the bold. 
ness almost amounting to temerity with which it was 
commenced, the perseverance and untiring zeal with 
which it was carried on, and the fidelity, industry, and 
celerity with which it has been completed, will remain 
an enduring monument of American enterprise and 
science. 


A company has just been organized at Richmond, for 
the construction of a rail road, three miles in length, 
which will ‘command the transportaion of all the coal 
raised at the Atna mines, the Dupuy and Poval mines, 
and others about to be worked, about one-third of the 
road is already graded, and will be ironed in a few 
weeks, so that profits may be expected the present 
year. 


Steam ships to Boston. The Boston Transcript states 
that the Atlantic steam navigation company have ac- 
cepted the proposals of the East Boston company to 
build a wharf near the ferry, for the express accom- 
modation of Mr. Cunard, with ample docks for the re- 
ception of his five s'eam ships, and an extensive depot 
for coal, and totender him a lease of it for twenty 
years, without any charge except the customary wharf- 
age on goods shipped and landed. Also, to carry all 
merchandise to consignees, and from the shippers 
without any charge for ferriage, and at the city rates 
for truckage; so that it may be transported as cheap as 
if landed ur shipped on the Boston side. 


Yellow fever in New Orleans. The Bee of the 3d, 
says:—*We have made careful enquiry at the sources 
where accurate information is most likely to be obtain- 
ed, and we are justified in concluding that yellow fe- 
ver does exist in our city. In the charity hospital seven 
fatal cases have occurred, and there are now several 
patients ill with the disease. Some cases have broken 
out in the city. We know of two young men, mer- 
chant’s clerks, who are now down with the fever. As 
yet, however, the epidemic prevails to no very alarming 
extent; but the intense heats which have succeeded the 
long continued and copious rains, it is altogether pro- 
bable, that in a few days, we shall have to record nu- 
merous cases. We, therefore, caution strangers wko 
remain among us to be exceedingly cautious in their 
habits, and to avoid exposure to the dews of the morn- 
ing and evening, and if possible, to the unmitigated 
fierceness of the sun’s rays at mid-day. 


Extra sessions of congress. Since the adoption of 
the constitution, congress has been convened four times 
on extraordinary occasions, to wit: in 1797, by John 
Adams, on matters relating to the war with France; in 
1809 and 1813, by James Madison, on matters relating 
to the war with Great Britain; and in 1837, by Martin 
Van Buren, on account of the war against the banks 
and commercial credit of the country. [N. Y. Whig. 


An historical anecdote. It is said that some months 
before the eccentric and brutal Paul, czar of Russia, 
was murdered by his subjects in his palace, he gave his 
eldest son, Alexander, leave to ask any favor he thought 
oat promising to accord it to him. ‘The young 
archduke, begging that his father would not be offend- 
ed, thus nobly expressed himself: “I request, sire, that 
any verbal order against any subject may not be put 
into execution until four and twenty hours shal] have 
elapsed.” This was a severe rebuke to the tyrant, 
whose caprice, ill-temper and unjust acts are matters 
of history. Nevertheless, he granted the bold request 
of his son, and confirmed it by proclamation. 


The Huntsville Democrat estimates the loss on cot- 
ton, this year, to the people above the Muscle shoals, in 
the Tennessee valley, caused by the delay in getting 
the article into market before the decline in prices, at 
from $200,000 to $300,000. 


Longevity. There are now living in Nantucket 57 
persons whose united ages number almost as many 
years as have transpired since the world began! ‘The 
ayes of these 57 individuals amount to an aggregate of 
4,804 years. The eldest isa female of 97—the young- 
est, of whom there are five, are over fourscore each; 
average of the whole upwards of 84 years; males 24, fe- 
males 36. 


Commerce of Baltimcre. We learn that twenty-nine 
ships and brigs are now on their way from Europe to 
Baltimore, some of which are hourly expected. Ot 
this number two are from London; six from Liverpool; 
and twenty-one from Bremen. [ Balt. Amer. 


The Mormons. Some disciples of John Smith have 
established themselves in the neighborhood of New 
Egypt, and in other places, in Monmouth, N. J. They 
first appeared there some six months ago. They have 
made converts of several persons of some standing and 
influence; and strange as the story seems, their num- 
bers are increasing. [New Jersey State Gazette. 


Destructive fire. A disastrous fire broke out in Cin- 
cinnati on the morning of the 3d instant, in an oil mill, 
and the flames were not arrested until six different 
mills and tenements were consumed, as follows: ‘I'wo 
flouring mills, one corn, do. one linseed, do. one castor 
oil, do. one large frame warehouse, and two dwelling 
houses. ‘The whole amount of property destroyed 18 
estimated at about forty thousand dollars,. of which 
amount only about twenty thousand dollars were 1- 
sured. A son of Mr. Bryan, owner of the oil mill, 
young man of 17 years of age, was burntin the build- 
ing. 
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